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CHARITABLE PURPOSES. 


LADIES, 


I HIS Book was written with @ very earneſt 5 
defire, and not without ſeme little hope, of be- 
ing ſerviceable to the ignorant, by ſuppoſing ol 
mY the Miſtreſs of a School for poor Chil- 4 
dren, whoſe ſcholars haa juſt read a chap- 1 
ter or an hiſtory in the Old Teſtament, tben AN 
relating the beads of what they had read, 3 
and endeavouring to inform them of the prac- 
tical duties to be drawn from thoſe leſſens. 

The Author, Ladies, who claims not the honour 
of being known to any one of your Society, but 
who hath heard, with an heart-felt joy, of 
the bleſſings which your noble and well-con- 
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ducted inſtitution hath conveyed to thouſanit, 
begs leave to acknowledge, with gratitude, 
that it is owing to your examples this Per- 
formance had birth for although, Ladies, in 
in your pecuniary contributions you have fol- 

| lowed the ſteps of thoſe wheſe. diſtinguiſhed 
humanity reflects ſo much luſtre on this nation, 
get your charity of time (from a collective 
body compoſed of women of the higheſt rank 
and abilities) 1s a pars Icruci out ” _ 


felves. 
No emolument being intended to the A n the 


Book is fold at two ſhillings ſewed, and at 
rv Gillinge and Ni ſapence Plain bound. 


+ am, Ladies, 


with the bigheſ reſped . your gs 
| Tour moſt obedient 


and very 2 frroant, Et 
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LESSON 4 


) O V are not only taught, in the firſt 


chapter of Geneſis, that God made the hea- 


vens and the earth, but that he made every 
living creature, and every thing that grows; 


that he made man in his own image, and 
gave him dominion over all that he had 
made. -The meaning of dominion is power, 


charge, or care; and therefore it is plainly 
our duty to be careful, merciful, and good, 


to whatever creatures we have in our power: 


we muſt be mindful never to torment or be 
cruel to any thing that has life, for they all 


feel pain as well as we do; we muſt remem- 
ber that God made the leaſt creature that 
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creeps upon the earth, and that his eye is 
always upon us, to mark how we treat his 

creatures. Children have dogs, cats, birds, 
and many other living things, in their po- 
er, which, for want of knowing better, they 


daily torment, and are cruel to; but when 


they are told that God is diſpleaſed with 
all cruelty, and that he loves and bleſſes the 


tender-hearted and the good, and that he 


is always cloſe by them, and ſees every thing 
that they do, I truſt that they will never 
be cruel any more. The uſe we are to make 
of our dominion or power over every thing 
that grows is to be careful never to make 


any waſte. Children that trample down ' 


the corn, tie it croſs the pathway, or pull 
up turnips, and many other things which 


they can get at, are guilty of great waſte; 


---but after they have been told that God 
forbids every kind of waſte, and that he 
ſees whatever they do, I hope they will ne- 
ver be guilty of it again. When'you are old 


enough, perhaps you may be ſervants, and 
then, by taking care never to waſte the leaſt 
bit of bread, meat, or any other thing that 
is in your power, you will be the means 
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nnn theirſirſt ſteptowick- 
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of helping your poor neighbours; ter wii | 
ever is ſaved in a family by a ſervant's care, 


that might have been waſted by their ne- 


glect or idleneſs, 1 look upon to be partly 
their charity ; for no maſter or miſtreſs will 
give away the leſs, in any reſpect, for what. 
their ſervant faves; and therefore the poor 


will be great gainers by ſuch care.----Pray, 


my dear Children! remember that God ſees 
and knows every thing that you either do, 
or think, or ſay: if you keep this always in 
your thoughts, it will keep you from all 
An and wickedneſs. 


- LESSON Il, 


W #aT moſt concerns you to mind in the | 
ſecond chapter of Geneſis you are taught 
in the Fourth Commandment, which is, as 

well as the other nine, as plain, I think, as 


words can be.---I hope, my dear Children! 


that you will, to your lives? end, keep holy 
the Sabbath-day; for all thoſe poor unhappy 
wretches who come to the gallows deſire 
young people to take warning by their un- 
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edneſs was breaking the Sabbath-day.— 


Ibeg that you would always go to church, 
and, when there, mind nothing but your 
duty ;---ftand up, and kneel down, when 
the reſt of the congregation do; and never 


repeat any thing after the miniſterbut what 
the Prayer- book tells you to ſay; for many 
people, thro” 1gnorance, repeat thoſe words. 


which are ordered to be ſaid only by the mi- 


niſter.--.Fetch the Prayer-book, and I will 


ſhew you what I mean.---This prayer, be- 
ginning - Almighty and moſt merciful Fa- 

ther,” is called The Confeſſion ;. read it care- 
fully to the end, for whoever does that muſt 
underſtand every word of it. Vou ſee that 
in this prayer all the congregation join in 


confeſſing, or acknowledging, to God the 


many offences or tranſgreſſions that they 
have been guilty of; that they humbly beg 
of him, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, to have 
mercy upon them; -and if their hearts go. 
with their words, if they indeed feel as ſorry 


as they ſay they do, God will pardon them: 


for Jeſus Chriſt, who loves us ten thouſand 
times more than our fathers or mothers. 


can poſſibly do, is (as you are taught in tha 
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Belief) ſitting at the right hand of God, 


and always aſking him to pardon our tranſ. 
greſſions for his ſake;---to give us grace to 


amend our lives for his ſake ;---to bleſs and 
preſerve us from all danger for his ſake ;. 


and when we die; to take us to heaven for 


ever and ever for his ſake.---How ſhall we 
render thanks to God for giving ug ſuch a. 


bleſſed friend as Jeſus Chriſt ? for we may 
be as ſure as that we are now alive, that 

whatever Jeſus Chriſt aſks for us of God, 
it will be given unto us. We cannot, my 
dear Children! give him ſuch thanks as he 


deſerves, but we will give him all that is 


in our power ;---we will remember to keep 


holy his Sabbath-day ;---we will keep- his 


commandments;---and we willdo what our 


duty towards God (which we learn in the 


Catechiſm) teaches us. This prayer, be- 


ginning .“ Almighty God, the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” is called The Ab/olu- 
tion ;---read every word of it carefully, and 
then you muſt plainly ſee that God does, 


for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, pardon all thoſe 
Who are truly ſorry for having offended” 
him; and this pardon he has commanded 


A 3 


Ll 


We 


6 23. Scho ln irg Lef. I. 


the prieſt to declare and pronounce to the 
congregation, To this you mutt liſten with 
the greateſt attention and the greateſtthank- 
fulneſs, but you muſt not repeat one word 
after him. 

Pray, my Children, think of my words. 
when you are in the church, and then you 
will not behave improperly. 


LESSON III. 


Yov muſt learn, from the third chapter of |} 
_ Geneſis, never to liſten to thoſe people who 
try to make you break any one of God's 
commandments. You have juſt now read 
how angry God was with Adam and Eve 
for committing the like offence, and this 
came by liſtening to an ill adviſer. Remem- 
ber, my dear Children! that all bad adviſers 
are ſet on by the devil; it was the devil that 
cauſed the ſerpent to tempt or deceive Eve, 
and it is the devil who puts bad men, Wo- 
men, and children, upon trying to tempt 
or deceive us; but children w ho havelearnt 
the Ten Commandments, who ſay their 
prayers every night and morning, and never 
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We that God's eye is upon 0 are not 
eaſily deceived. Suppoſe, when you was 
going to church, ſome one ſhould aſk you 
to go another way, ſaying, . We ſhall ne- 
ver be found out, for no body ſees us,” you. 

= would directly ſay, © Yes, God ſees us, for 
nis eye is always upon us, let us go where 

W we will.” As the devil put this ill adviſer 
upon tempting you. not to go to church,. 
moſt likely he will make him laugh at you, 
hoping to get his ends that way; but chil- 
dren that are wiſe in their duty to God ſcorn 

to be laughed into any thing that is wrong. 
Another, perhaps, will tempt you to take 
ſomething which is not your own, ſaying, 

« 'There is no harm in taking ſuch a little 
matter;” but you will ſoon let them know 
that they cannot deceive you, for you will 
tell them that the Eighth Commandment E 
fays--Theu halt not /teal.--Thus you ſee, my bir 
dear Children! what a bleſſing it is to know 

your duty to your Creator in the days of 

your youth; it will keep you from all evil 

while you are upon earth, and carry you 

to God Almighty whenever you die 
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LESSON IV. 


. Y ov have juſt read, my dear Children! in 
the fourth chapter of Geneſis, of that.hor- 
rid deed which Cain committed in killing 
his brother; and what do you think made 
him do this wicked thing ?---It was envy: 
The thought that God Almighty loved his 
brother Abel better than he did him; and | 
I believe he thought right: for when Abel 
made his offering unto God, (which was the 
ſame in thoſe: days as your ſaying your 
prayers is in theſe) he minded what he was: 
about, and never forgot that God's eye was 
upon him. But if Cain wanted God to love 
him, and to reſpect, that is, to be as well 
pleaſed with his offering as he was with his 
brother's, why did he not try to be as good | 
as his brother? God Almighty makes, no 
favourites; he loves thoſe the beſt who ſtrive 
the moſt to pleaſe him; and if we all do 
every thing in our power to pleaſe him, he 
will moſt ſurely love us all alike. But 1 

_ gueſs. that Cain was lazy, and whoever is 
that way given, will never be pleaſing to 
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God nor man: whatever he went about he 
did it unwillingly, and that was the reaſon 
why he never did it well. His countenance 
was ſo ſurly and ſo croſs, that if he could 
have hid his thoughts from God, (and that 
we all know that he could not) his looks 
would have told that he did his duty un- 
willingly; and duty ſo performed, whether 
to our God or to our maſter, will never 
make us be loved. Remember, my dearChil- 
dren! never to be lazy; for it is only the 
lazy who envy. When you hear another 
W praiſed, rejoice at their good name, and 
tell them you are ſtriving to get up to them 
as faſt as you can.----Laſt week a little boy 
that I know brought me his writing te 
look at; it was very well done, and I told 
him that 1 thought no boy of his age could 
3 write better.---.« Yes, but they can,” fays 
he; © there is a boy in the ſchool, who is. 
4a year younger than lam, that writes bet. 
= © ter, and when I come to ſee you. again, I 
will bring you one of his copies; but he 
thinks that I ſhall foon overtake him, be- 
= < cauſeltry by myſelf when I am at home.” 
had often heard that every body loved 
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this boy, which made me. aſk his 0 to 
let him come to ſee me; and when I heard 


with what pleaſure he praiſed his ſchool- 
fellow, and that he was working hard to 
be as good a boy himſelf, I did not won- 
der in the leaſt that ev 
and I heartily hope that every child in my 
ſchool will deſerve to be 885 as well. 


body loved him; 


= LESSON v. 


| Yov have read, in the fifth chapter of 


Geneſis, that Enoch walked with God; 
which means, that he was a very good man; 


Land that he was not, for God took him; 

D- that is, God took him up to heaven while 
living, ſo that Enoch never died. -Vou 
ſhould obſerve that Enoch was taken from 


this world much younger than the reſt of 
his brethren, which ſhould teach you ne- 


ver to ſay, (as ſome idle people are apt to do 


when any young perſon dies) that their be- 


ing cut off in the flower of their youth was 


a judgment from God. -Here the wick- 
edeſt of us muſt own that it was not, and 


the good never harbour any ſuch wrong 


$ 77 1 af" r 


Li. * "fir the Por. - It 


thoughts. The ſon of Enoch, Methuſe. 
Jah, lived longer than ever any other man 


did, and there is no reaſon why we ſhould 
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good man. We may be certain that his fa- 
ther took great care to teach him his duty; 


that honoured and obeyed righteous pa- 
rents but what turned out very well.--Thus 
Hou ſee, that either dying young, or living 
to be old, inſtead of a judgment, may be a 
bleſſing from God.----I know that the Al- 


a ve out half their days ; and this, like all 


chat God hath ſaid, is true; for either their 
crimes ſend them to the callows, or their 


4 are ſecure who remember that God's eye is 
upon them, ho keep his commandments, 
and who never profane his holy Sabbath. 


LESSON v. 


LI of the tenth chapter of Geneſis * have 


think otherwiſe than that he was a very 


W and I believe that there never was a child 


b mighty hath ſaid, that the wicked ſhall not | 


i [vices carry them to an untimely grave. But 
from deaths like theſe, my Children! all 


Fon the 3 of the ſixth to the 58 17 


12 The Schoolmiftreſs Leſ. VR. 
read an account of the flood. -I hope, my 
dear Children! you obſerved, that however 
angry God may be with the wicked, he ne- 
ver forgets to take care of the good.---You 
muſt likewiſe remember the behaviour of 

Noah and his family; for though they ſaw 
every creature drowned, (except thoſe that 
were in the ark) and the water which had 
been their death ſtill riſing higher, they 
were not in the leaſt afraid; for they well 
knew that God was by their ſide, and there- 
fore no harm could happen to them.----I 
deſire you would not forget that the Al- 


mighty promiſed never to deſtroy the world 


again by a flood; that he ſet his bow in the 
cloud as a token of the covenant, or pro- 
miſe, which he made between himſelf and 
the earth; and that this all- merciful promiſe 
was not only made to man, but to every 
thing that has life. -And if God, the Fa- 
ther Almighty, the Maker of heaven and 
of earth, if he regards, with tenderneſs 
aud care, the life of even the leaſt of his crea- 
tures,—-ſhall we, to whom he gave, from 
the firſt of the creation, dominion over all 

that he had made, (which you know I have 
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told you means a charge to take care of, and 
be kind to) exerciſe cruelty to any thing 
that has life? Surely no ;---we will endea- 
your to be faithful ſtewards to our , - 
we will ſay to our hearts, Not a ſparrow falls 
to the ground but our heavenly Father 
= knoweth it; and it is he who hath clothed 
che graſs of the field. Remember this, my 
= Children, ſo long as you live; and then 
vou will never trample down, in ſport, that 
which the Lord cauſeth to grow, nor take 
paſtime in tormenting what he delighteth 
to make happy. 
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LESSON vil. 


5 Vo. v have read, inthe eleventh chapter of 
= Geneſis, an account of the building of the 
= Tower of Babel, and that the people's de- 
fign in building it was to make themſelves 
aname: butthis proud deſign, like all other 
pride, was very diſpleaſing to God; and 
therefore all the pains they had taken, and 
all the vain empty hopes they had concei- 5 
ved, were fruſtrated by him in one mo- 
ment. Had they been good, and remem- 
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Hered their Creator, he would have given 
them a name that they might with inno- 
cence have been proud of; that name which 
he has given to all who fear and love him; 
and that the greateſt, wiſeſt, beſt of men 
glory to be known by,---Children of God, 


and, Inheritors of the kingdom of heaven... 


Will you:not, my dear Children! do every 
thing in your power to deſerve this name? 
Iam ſure Iwill do all that is in mine to teach 
vou; Iwill endeavour to train up my Chil- 
dren in che way that they ſhould go; and 


will pray to the Almighty to give them his | 
grace, that they may continue in his paths 
to their lives end. | 


LESSON VIM. 


F. oM the beginning of the twelfth chap- 
ter of Geneſis to the end of the ſeventeenth 


you have read an account of Abraham (ac- 
cCording to the command of God) leaving 


Haran, and ſettling in the land of Canaan, 


which God promiſed to give to his deſcen- 


dants, and from thence called The Promiſed 


Land.---l hope you took notice of the good 
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example which Abraham hath ſet us to live 
in peace and friendſhip with our brethren 5; 
for tho' Lot was his nephew, and therefore 
ought to have given way to him, Abraham, 
in the kindeſt n deſires that they may 
not diſpute.— Let there be no ſtrife, I pray 
« thee, between me and thee, for we are 
« brethren: take thy choice; if thou wilt go 
« to the left hand, I will take the right; or 
« jf thou chuſeſt the right, I will take the 
« left.“ This ſhews us, my Children, how 
praiſe-worthy it is to live peaceably and in 
friendſhip both with our kinsfolks and 
whoever we dwell with; and if we mind 
to follow the good'exampleof Abraham, it 
will be as eaſy as it is right. If your brothers, 
fiſters, or fellow-ſervants, ſhould think their 


way of doing any thing better than yours, 


provided it is: innocent, do it: if they are 
older than yourſelf, it is likely that they may 
know better; and if younger, you ſhould 
| ſet them a good example, and ſhew' them 
how fooliſh and how wrong it is to be ob. 
ſtinate. By always remembering this rule, 
you will make every body love you; and 
inſtead of contending with you, 18 will 
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do all in their power to make you happy, 
becauſe they will ſee that it is . delire 
to make them 1 ' 


* 


Tux eighteenth chapter of Geneſis in- 
ſtructs us in a duty that we are called upon, 
almoſt hourly, to practiſe, - our duty to 
our neighbour.---When Abraham was in- 
formed by the Almighty of his intention to 
deſtroy Sodom and Gomorrah, it filled his 
breaſt with concern, and called forth all his 
compaſlion. Though he knew how wicked 
they were, he was too good to reflect upon 
them, and ſay, as bad people often do, that 
it was no more than they deſerved; but he 
did all in his power to ſave them, hoping, 
No doubt, that they would repent of their 
crimes, and thereby eſcape the heavy judg- 
ment. As he greatly wiſhed, ſo he was led 
to hope, that there might be ſome good peo 
ple amongſt them who did not deſerve ſo 
dreadful a puniſhment ; and as he knew that 
in the midſt of judgment God always re- 
membered mercy, to his mercy he petitions | 
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ed. Peradventure there be fifty righte- 
nous within the city, wilt thou not ſpare 
dne place for the righteous that are there- 
in?“ -And when the Almighty promiſed 
to ſpare it if fifty righteous were found, 
= Abrabam, ſtill earneſt in a duty ſo near his 
W heart, with the greateſt humility, and the 
= warmeſt affection, continued his petition. 
* Behold, now I have taken upon me to 
« ſpeak unto the Lord, who am but duſt 
and aſhes; -Peradventure there ſhall lack 
(f ve of the fifty righteous?--If there ſhould 
de but forty ?--If but thirty?--If but twen- 
c ty.?---If but ten?“ To all which the Al- 
mighty attended, and promiſed to ſpare the 
cities if ten righteous ſhould be found. 
can there be any thing plainer than that 
due love of our neighbour is highly plea- 
W ſing to our God ?----Suppoſe either of your 
= mothers were ſick, and ſhe had not a child 
old enough to nurſe her, ſhould you not be 
= glad that your neighbours would give her 
= what aſſiſtance lay in their power? It is not 
all who have money to give, but every one 
=_— whohath health, and is not lazy, can ſpare a 
_ little time to help a ſick neighbour.-Should 
_ | B 3 | þ CEE 
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any be in trouble, we muſt endeavour to 
ſpeak comfort to them, and liſten with pa- 
tience to their complaining: it is a great 
conſolation to the afflicted to ſee that they 
are not forſaken; and though it cannot res 
move, yet to many it abates their ſorrows 
to relate them. When you can read tole- 
rably well, offer to teach any of your young 
neighbours who cannot; tell them, that if 
it had not been for the goodneſs of your pa- 
rents, or the goodneſs of ſome charitable 
perſon, who put you to ſchool, you ſhould | 
not have known how to read any more than 
they.---Thus you muſt do in every thing 
that you know which another does not; 
teach them in the beſt manner that you are 
able, and be happy that it is in your power 
to aſſiſt them. 

This, my dear Children! i your duty to 
your -neighbour ; this is loving him as 
yourſelves, and doing to all as you would 
they ſhould do unto you. 
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| LESSON X. 


| OM the beginning of the nineteenth 
Chapter of 9 to the end of the twene 
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y-firſt you haveread an account of the de- 


ſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, which 
the wickedneſs of their inhabitants drew 


3 are truly repented of, and committed n 
more. -I hope you obſerved the tender 
care which the Almighty took of Lot and 
nis family; for though the offences of the 
people had kindled his wrath, he ſhewed 


| I [mercy to the few who had obeyed him, be- 


fore he executed judgment on the wicked. 
lo be ſure you took notice that Lot's wife 


breaking a command of God's; for his an- 


behind them. 


that you may continue to Keep | hens n 
Voor lives * | 
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upon themſelves; and you may be very 
ſure that all crimes will, one time or other, 
be puniſhed by the Almighty, without they 


vas turned into a pillar of ſalt; and Lhope 
you remarked that this puniſhment was for 
el bad forbid Lot and his family to look | 
You muſt be very thankful, my dear 
Children! that you are ſo early taught the 


commandments of God, and you muſt dai 
ly pray unto him to give you his grace 
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LESSON XI. 


W. muſt learn, from the e 
chapter of Geneſis, my Children, that what - 
ever troubles or ſorrows we may labour 
under, provided that we do not bring 
them upon ourſelves: through wickedneſs; 
God will, and that when we leaſt expect, 
deliver us from them all. It may pleaſe the 
Almighty to ſend them as trials of our obe- 
_ dience to his will, and of our truſt in his 
mercy to deliver us; and we cannot have 
an higher example of both than is given us, 
in this chapter, of Abraham. We read that 
Goddid tempt, that is, try, Abraham, ſaying, 
« Take now thy ſon, thine only ſon, whom 
thou loveſt, and offer him for a burnt-of. 
« fering unto me.”---Here mark, my Chil- 
dren, Abraham's behaviour under the ſe- 
vereſt trial. Not a ſingle complaint did he 
utter, not a tear fell 3 his eye. When 
God gave him his ſon, he received him with 
gratitude; when he demanded him again; 
he delivered him with unſpeakable obedis 
"ence. That voice which he had raiſed to 


eaven to ſpare the cities was now bound 


the ſtillneſs of reſignation: His good heart 
3 nelted with compaſſion. at his neighbours? 


5 


fictions, and he prayed to the Almighty: | 
deliver them; but to his own he pati - 
Yntiy ſubmitted ; God had commanded, and 
is commands were never grievous. He 
eerefore prepared an altar, and bound his 
n for the ſacrifice; he had taken the knife, 
ad ſtretched forth his hand to ſlay him, 
ben the angel of the Lord prevented the 
oke, and inſtantly changed the heavieſt 
fiction into the higheſt bliſs that it was 
oſfible for his heart to know: his ſon was 
ven back to life, and his obedience crown- 
with a promiſe, that in his ſeed all the 
tons of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. This 
romiſe was fulfilled in the birth of Jefus 
briſt, whoſe mother (the Virgin Mary)was 
eſcended from Abraham.-.-You muſt un · 
errſtand, my Children, that we are to re- 
ard the Virgin Mary only as the means or 
| 1 ay by which it pleaſed the Almighty to 7 
end his Son upon earth; but it is to God. 
nd only God, that we are to give thanks 
or this unſpcakable bleſſing. Had it been 


| 


22 The Schoolmiſtreſs Teſ. XK 
right to rendemghanks to the Virgin Mary, 
Jeſus Chriſt would have taught us to have 
done ſo; for he hath in the plaineſt manner 
taught us every thing that is the will of 
God for us to perform. The birth of Jeſus 
Chriſt was a miracle; the meaning of which 
is, ſomething performed by God that can- 
not be explained by man; as, for inſtance, 
the Almighty's having made thisworld out 
of nothing is a miracle; no man can tel 
how it was performed, yet every one knows 
that it was done. -Iſaac is called a type of 
Jeſus Chriſt; the meaning of a type is; one 
thing's repreſenting or being like another; 
as a picture, you know, repreſents or is 
like the perſon for whom it is drawn. Thus 
Iſaac ftrongly repreſented jeſus Chriſt: for 
Iſaac was à promiſed ſon, and his birth was 
a miracle; Jeſus Chriſt was the promiſed 
Meſſiah, and his birth was a- miracle; Iſaac 
was his father's only fon;--Jeſus Chriſt is his 
Father's only fon ;---Ifaac carried the wood 
on which he was to be ſacrificed ;---and we 
read, in the nineteenth chapter of St. John; 
ver. 17, that Jeſus Chriſt bore the croſs on 
which he was to be ſacrificed ;---0n the third 
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f day Iſaac was delivered from death; and 
n the third day Jeſus Chriſt roſe from the 
dead.---This, I hope, will make you under- 


Wa T'ype of Jcſus Chriſt. 

= You muſt remember, my dear Children! 
chat your godfathers and godmothers, at 
our baptiſms, promiſed, in your names, that 
Hou ſhould keep God's holy will and com- 
mandments, and walk in the ſame all the 
days of yourlives.---Now you may depend 
= vpon it, that whatever is his holy will, 
_ whatever his commands may be, thoſe who 
W patiently obey, likeAbraham will like him, 
be delivered from their troubles,and crown- 
ed with bleſſings, by their Father which is 
in heaven. 


LESSON XII 


F. on thebeginningof the thirty-ſeventh 

chapter of Geneſis to the end of the fiftieth 
Wy you have read the hiſtory of Joſeph, the 
Wy youngeſt ſon but one of Jacob, (whoſe name, 
WW youknow, was changed to Iſrael) grandſon 
of Iſaac, and een of Abraham. 
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ſtand what is meant by Iſaac's being called 7 
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J hope you minded, throughout the whole, 


the goodneſs of Joſeph's heart. In every 
thing that he did, it is plain he remembered 
God's eye was upon him; and in his great- 
eſt diſtreſſes he never deſpaired, becauſe he 
knew the Almighty was by his fide .---His 
hiſtory ſets before you a dutiful ſon, a kind 
brother, and a faithful ſervant: it ſhews 
you a bright example of forgiveneſs; for 


notwithſtanding the exceeding cruelty 


With which his brethren had treated him, 
He never once upbraided them, but found 


an excuſe for their behaviour when 


had nothing but ſhame to offer. Be not 
ce grieved, nor angry withyourſelves, that 
« ye fold me hither, for God did ſend me 
ct before you to preſerve life.“ He was 
both too wiſe and too good to throw away 
one moment upon anger; he was earneſt 
to make himſelf happy, by making all 
who belonged to him ſo,----< Haſte ye to 
<« my father, and ſay unto him,----Thus 


* ſaith thy ſon Joſeph, God hath made 


me lord of all Egypt; come down unto 
« me, and I will nouriſh thee and thy houſe. 


* hold, for there are yet five years of fa- 
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% mine.”---I beg, my dear Children ! that 


you would obſerve how generoully, glad- 
ly, and with all his heart, Joſeph aſſiſted 
his diſtreſſed brethren: he did not ſay the 
famine would laſt ſo long that it was like- 
ly he and his children might want bread 
themſelves, and that charity muſt begin at 
home ; but he knew that his brethren then 
wanted it, that it was his duty to aſſiſt them, 
and that whoever did their duty, the Al- 
mighty always provided for in the day of 


need. Joſeph's kindneſs to his brethren, 


my Children, brings to my mind the be- 


| haviour of a poor good man, whom I for- 


merly knew, who only rented a little farm: 
----this man had two brothers, the one a 
very great drunkard, who ran away from 


out bread ;----the other went abroad, and, 

after having ſaved a pretty deal of money, 
returned to England. When he went to ſee 
the farmer, he aſked him if he had done 
tolerably in his abſence?--« Purely,” replied 


the farmer ; © I bleſs God, both myſelf and 


| „ children "ag brave health.“ Health!” 


ſaid his brother, *I mean, have you thriven? 
C 


his debts, and left threeſmall children with-- 


all my life. “- Very well,” ſaid h bro- 
ther, © this is good hearing; and as un- 


« Twill turn it to a good account.“. The 


And ſo, Brother!” he replied, “I think 


& have you taken care to place it ſafely?” 


26 The Schoolmiſtreſs Lef. XII. 


« have you ſaved any money? .- Yes,” 
he replied ; “ for God hath proſpered me 


« derſtand making more of money than york. 
« do, let me have what you have got, and“ 


- 


farmer fetched what he had, and told him 
that was all. All!“ faid his brother,“ why, 
« I thought you ſaid you had proſpered !” 


I have; for I have brought up ſeven chil. 
« dren, and put outa little matter to intereſt 
cc for them and theirs, and ſaved what vou 
cc ſee againſt a wet day,” -C Oh!” replied his 
brother, “ if you have money out at uſe, it 
« 1s very well; what may be the ſum? and 


---< Why, Brother!“ he replied “ to deal 
ce plainly with you, the little matter at in- 
«© tereſt is what I have done for our bro- 
« ther's poor children: you did not like to 
look upon them, becauſe you was angry 
« with their father; and though your not 
& helping them has often troubled me, [ 
„knew that I had no right to make you; 
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« but 1 was maſter of my own, and what 
& have done with my own I do not re- 
« pent of. This anſwer made his brother 
very angry, and he never would ſee him 
more. As his heart was ſet upon his money, 


ne did not care to make a will, there be- 


ing ſomething in that like parting with it; 
he therefore died without one, and his two 


offending brothers, the one for being good, 


and the other for being bad, equally ſhared 


what he left. The drunkard very ſoon died, 


and his money was divided between his 
three children. Their good uncle continued 
his care of them; he paid their father's 
debts, and put chem out to trades; one a 
Bricklayer, one a Carpenter, and one a 
Blackſmith, and before he died had the hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing them all maſters for them- 
ſelves.-Soon after the death of this good 


man, his daughter, who was married, and 


had fix children, died of a fever, and her 

huſband died three days after her.---Every 
body was ſorry for her poor children, and 
an old neighbour of their father's meeting 


the bricklayer, told him he was heartily 


— for the death of his kinsfolks; 
== ho 2 | 
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that hecould not think what would become 
of their family, for there was no knowing 
what to do with ſix fatherleſs children. 


Indeed,“ replied the bricklayer, but there 


« js 3. their grandfather taught my bro- 


« thers and me what to do with fatherleſs 
children, and I thank God we have not 
« forgot: it is ſettled that each ſhall take 


« two, and I make no doubt but we ſhall be 
enabled to provide for them.“ | 

I charge you, my deareſt Children ! ne- 
ver to forget this ſtory, but often think of 
the poor good man, who opened his heart, 
and caſt his bread upon the waters; and be- 


hold his grand children, who, if he had been 


living, would have been his little — 


gs it after many _ 


LESSON III. 

DIVIDED INTO PARTS. | 
Tur books of Exodus, Leviticus, Num- 
bers, and Deuteronomy, my Children, con- 


tain the whole hiſtory of Moſes; thereforel 
ſhall relate the heads of what you have ny 
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in order to make you underſtand more clear- 
ly whenever you read it again. 

| You muſt remember that Ifrael and his 
children were (by Pharaoh's order) placed 
in the land of Goſhen, the moſt plentiful 
part of all Egypt; and that this was the no- 
bie reward of a great and good maſter to 
(faithful and diligent ſervant; for Pharaoh 
Vas ſo generouſly kind to Iſrael wholly 
upon Joſeph's account. 

In this happy ſituation the Iſraelites con- 
tinued ſome years, increaſing and multiply. 
ing exceedingly.---After the death of Pha- 
| raoh, the king who ſucceeded him, thinking 
it unſafe to have fo great a body of ſtran- 
gers in his kingdom, (leſt, in time of war, 
they ſhould join with the enemy) endea- 
voured, by ſevere uſage, to reduce them. 
To accompliſh this he ſet taſkmaſters over 
the Iſraelites, who made their lives bitter 
= with hard bondage, and cauſed them toſerve 
with rigour. 

When Pharaoh perceived that che more 
they were afflicted the more they multiplied, 
he gave orders to the Hebrew mid wives to 
put all the male children of the Iſraclites to 
C3 
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death; but the mid wives, who feared God, 
5 would not obey this horrid order, for which 
the Almighty bleſſed them. 8 


Pharaoh finding that he was not obey- 
ed by the mid wives, commanded his own 
people to caſt the children into the river. 

At this time Moſes was born, whoſe mo- 
ther, for three months, concealed him; but as 
that could not laſt, ſhe put the child into a 
bulruſh ark, and laid him in the flags by the 
river's brink.- -The king's daughter, who 


came to that place to bathe, ſeeing the ark, 


ordered her maid to open it, in which ſhe 
diſcovered an harmleſs baby in tears: ſhe 
concluded that it was an Hebrew child, and 
compaſſionately ſaid ſhe would bring him 
up at her own expenſe.---The ſiſter of Mo- 


ſes (who ſtood near the water, watching the 


fate of her unhappy little brother) ran to 


| Pharaoh's daughter, and aſked if ſhe ſhould 


fetch an Hebrew nurſe ? The princeſs bid 
her go---and the girl immediately brought 


5 her mother. 


You muſt here, my Children, remark 


how marvellouſly the Almighty bringeth 
good out of evil; for could any woman feel 
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deeper woe than to be obliged to deliver up 
er child to periſh ? and yet it was wholly 
Owing to this cruel command that Moſes ac- 
quired that learning and knowledge which 
made him capable of conducting the chil. 
dren of Iſrael out of Egypt. As the ſon of 
an Hebrew-man in bondage, he would not 
vc had the education which Pharaoh's 
daughter gave him, and the great buſineſs 
that he was to perform required all the {kill 
and judgment which man could poſſeſs. 
When Moſes was grown up, he one day 
aw an Egyptian ſtrike an Hebrew, and in 
aking his part he ſlew the Egyptian; this 
WDcing told unto Pharaoh, he was very wroth 
againſt Moſes, who fled into the land of Mi- 
ian to avoid his anger: here he married 
he daughter of Reuel, and from that time 
was the keeper of his father-in-law's flock. 
In this employment Moſes was engaged 


hen the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in the burning buſh, informing him 


hat the Almighty had ſeen the affliction of 

is people which were in Egypt, and ap- 

Pointing him to be their leader out of bon- 
: age. | 
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Though Moſes demanded, in the name of 
the living God, permiſſion of Pharaoh for 
the children of Iſrael to depart, he obſti- 
nately refuſed to let them go, which provo- 
ked the Almighty to ſmite the Egyptians 
with ten different plagues; at length theſe 
dreadful calamities ſoftened his heart, and 
he conſented to their departure. 

The evening before the children of Iſrael 
left Egypt God inſtituted the Feaſt of the 
Paſſover, ſo called from the Almighty's 
paſſing over or ſparing the houſes of the 
Iſraelites when he deſtroyed all the firſt- born 
of the Egyptians. From the time that the 
Iſraelites began their journey, the Almighty 
cauſed a cloud, ſhaped like an high pillar, 
always to go before them in the day, and 
in the night a pillar of fire; this lighted as 
well as guided them, and, when neceſſary, 
enabled them to travel during the night. 

They had not been long departed before 
Pharaoh repented, ſaying, © Why have we 
ce let Iſrael go from ſerving us?“ He there- 
fore purſued and overtook them near the 
Red Sea, which made the Iſraelites ſore 
afraid; but Moſes ſaid unto them, Fear 


. 
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Ve not; behold the falvation of the Lord, 
wi which he will ſhew you to-day.”---And 


WE decd, my Children, they did ſee the fal- 


o- tion of the Lord, for he divided the ſea, 
* chat the waters were like a wall on their 


gaht hand and on their left, and they walk- 
between them on dry ground; but when 
va rach and his army followed, the waters 
turned to their former courſe, and de- 
royed them every one. 
Notwithſtanding this miracle ſtruck the 
mn | ildren of Iſrael both with wonder and 
„eatitude, yet it made no laſting impreſſion 
their minds; in every little difficulty 
ey murmured againſt Moſes for having 
d them out of Egypt, though they conti- 
ally ſaw a miracle wrought for their pre- 
TW rvation.-----At Marah the bitter waters 
ere ſweetened ;---in the wilderneſs of Sin 
miraculous flight of quails were ſent them 
r meat, and it rained bread from heaven, 
ich which bread they were conſtantly ſup- 
ied during their journey through the wil- 
erneſs;.-when they were diſtreſſed for 
ater at Rephidim, God commanded Moſes 
ſtrike the rock in Horeb, and n 
ely it yielded water. 
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an the awful ſolemnity of thunder, light 


people in the camp trembled, he deliver- 


only true one, and continued to be ſo till 


_ Chriſtian religion is the only true one, and 
much eaſier to practiſe than that of the Jews, 


The Iſraelites being encamped in the Y 
wilderneſs of Sinai, the Almighty called 
Moſes to the top of the mountain, and, 


ning, an earthquake, and the voice of the 9 | 
trumpet exceeding loud, ſo that all the 


ed him two tables of ſtone, on which were 
written, with the finger of God, the Ten 
Commandments; he likewiſe gave him in · 
ſtructions relating to every other part of 


| thereligion of the liraclites, and alſo of their BW 


laws, 
This religion, my children was then the 


it pleaſed the Almighty to ſend his Bleſſed 
Son upon earth ; but from that time the 


becauſe it doth not require thoſe ceremo- 
nies which they were ordered to perform: 
but the Ten Commandments, and every 
act of juſtice, and every act of mercy, that 
they werecommanded to obſerve, the «Ohh 
ſtian __ commands our obſervance of 
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WS Sometime after God ordered the Taber- 
Lie to be made, and appointed Aaron and 
WS: ſons to perform the prieſts' office. 

= This muſt teach you, my Children, al- 
ays to behave with reſpect to the mini- 
ers of God; and if ever you ſhould be in 
rcumſtances to pay tithe, to do it will- 
agly; for both the office and the mainte- 
nc of it were ordered by Almighty God. 
The ſrebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abi- 
am, I dare ſay you remember, becauſe the 
arth opened and ſwallowed them alive; 
t you muſt likewiſe remember that all 
333 is rebellion. Children who are 
isfied either with their food, raiment, 
ployment, which their parents judge 
ih for them, are rebellious children.--- 
ervantswho murmur at the juſt commands, 
the juſt reſtraints, of their maſters or 
iſtreſſes, and who, inſtead of promoting 
ood behaviour, ſtir up others to be diſſa- 
fed, are rebellious ſervants :-----and all 
uo arc diſcontented at doing their duty 
that ſtate of life unto which it hath plea- 


2d God to call them are rebellious to _ 
lake r . 
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The Ifraclites being in want of water 
while in the deſert of Sin, never conſider- 
ed that the Almighty was with them, and 
how mercifully he had relieved all their di- 
ſtreſſes, but murmured againſt Moſes, ſay. 

ing, © Wherefore have ye brought us up 
c out of Egypt to die in the wilderneſs? 
4 for there is no water; and our ſoul loath. 
« eth this light bread.”----Here the Al- 
mighty was pleaſed to command Moſes to 
take that rod with which he had performed 
the former miracles, and ſpeak to the rock, 
which ſhould immediately afford them*wa- 
ter: but Moſes, whoſe anger was raiſed by 
the continual diſcontent of the people, in- 
ſtead of only ſpeaking, ſmote the rock 
twice; and for this a& of diſobedience, by 
which he failed to ſanctify the Lord in the 
midſt of Iſrael, fell under his diſpleaſure, 
and therefore was not permitted to enter 
the Promiſed Land. Though a rock's pro- 
ducing water, either by a ſtroke or a word, 
_ equally thewed the divine power, yet ſuch 
vas the ſtupidity and perverſeneſs of the I- 
raelites, that the Almighty foreknew a mi- 
racle repeated would appear leſs marvel 
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lous in their ſight than a newone, and there- 
fore was pleaſed to vary the method, which 
ſhould produce the ſame end. Moſes had 
been ordered to „ride the rock in Horeb, 
and it ſhould give water; but in Sin he was 
ordered to ſpeak to the rock, and it ſhould 
give water. Now, can any one ſay that Mo- 
ſes, by ſtriking the rock in Sin, obeyed 
God's command ?---I know the ignorant 
would reply, it was the way that God had 
ordered it to be done before ;---but it was 
the Almighty's will to have the ſame thing 
performed a different way,---and therefore 
Moſes, having done it then in the manner 
that he had done it before, ſo far from his 
2xcuſe, was his tranſgreſſion. 

Let this, my Children, be a ſtanding leſ- 
ſon throughout your lives, - whatever com- 
ands, whatever directions, you receive, 
follow them exactly as they are given; the 
attempting to change them in the leaſt, 


d, idly ſaying that you thought it was beſt; 
mn that it was the way you uſed to do, is 
. much an act of diſobedience as the not 


performing them at all.-Though the man- 


ner of the Iſraclites complaining WEIS in 
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want of water was wrong, yet their diſtreſs 
for it was real, and therefore the Almighty 
relieved them; but their loathing the bread, 
and murmuring with food in their mouths, 
kindled his anger, and he ſent fiery ſer- 
pents among them, whoſe bite deſtroyed 
a great number of the Iſraelites. This pu- 
niſhment brought them to a ſenſe of their 
guilt; they acknowledged that they had 
ſinned, and beſought Moſes to entreat the 
Almighty to remove the ſerpents; where- 
upon he prayed unto God, who commanded 
him to make a ſerpent of braſs, and raiſe 
it upon a pole, ſaying, that whoever was 
bitten, when he looked on that, ſhould live. 
You remember, my Children, that I told 
vou Iſaac was a type of Jeſus Chriſt : the 
brazen ſerpent was likewiſe a type of Je- 
{us Chriſt,----as thus--- When the Iſraelites 
acknowledged their tranſgreſſion, (though 
wounded unto death) by looking up to the. 
ſerpent, ſirmly believing that God would 
perform his promiſe, they were healed. 
And the Chriſtian who acknowledgeth and 
forſaketh his tranſgreſſion, by looking up 
with an eye of faith to Jeſus Chriſt on the 
croſs, is ſaved from eternal death. 
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When the Iſraelites pitched i in the plains 
of Moab, Balak (the king of Moab) being 


5 greatly alarmed at their conqueſt of = 


Amorites, ſent meſſengers to Balaam to 
come and curſe them,promiſing very great 


= rewards if he complied ; but Balaam an- 


ſwered, that if the king would give him his 


houſe full of ſilver and gold, he could not 


do any thing contrary to the command of 


= God; however, the continued entreaties of 


Balak might poſſibly occaſion Balaam to 
ſecretly wiſh that his duty had not forbid- 
den him to go; and therefore it might pleaſe 
the Almighty to convince him of his fault, 
by ſuffering him to depart with Balak's 


= meſſengers, and then ſhewing him that the 


thing which he deſired would have proved 


his deſtruction, had not his tender mercy 


prevented it: had ſurely ſlain thee,” 
ſaid the angel of the Lord, “ unleſs thine 
« aſs had turned, decauſe thy way is per- 


4 verſe before me.“ -This opened Balaamꝰs 


eyes; he confeſſed that he had linned, and 


bY humbled himſelf before God. |; 


This muſt teach you, my Children, never 
to murmur at thoſe reſtraints which your | 
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duty lays you under, or to with that it was 


not wicked to commit fome particular fault 
which you have an inclination to be guilty 


of; becauſe this would be ſerving your Ma- 


ker only from fear; whereas your duty to 


God requires that you ſhould love him with 
all your heart, with all your mind, with all 
your ſoul, and with all your ſtrength : you 
are likewiſe to put your whole truſt in him, 
which meaneth, that whatever he denieth, 
or whatever he giveth, you mult reſt aſ- 


ſured that it is done for your happineſs. 


The reproof which Balaam received for 
his cruelty to his aſs, ſhews plainly what 
I have ſo frequently told you, that the Al- 


mighty is greatly diſpleaſed with all thoſe 
who are guilty of this fault. 


While the Iſraelites were in Moab the 
Lord ſpake unto Moſes, Get thee up unto 
« Mount Nebo, which is over-againſt Jeri- 
cc cho, and behold the land of Canaan which 
« I give unto the children of Iſrael for a 
“ poſſeſſion; and thou ſhalt die in the mount, 
& and be gathered unto thy people, becauſe 
« you treſpaſſed againſt me in the wilder. 
6 ' nels of Sin.“ 
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So Moſes died in the land of Moab, ac: 
pording to the word of God: © and there 
= aroſe not a prophet ſince in Iſrael hike un- 
YH to Moſes, whom the Lord knew face to 
face; in all the ſigns and the wonders: 
+ which the Lord ſent him to do in Egypt, 
to Pharaoh, and to all his fervants, and 
WE co all his land. 


LESSON XIV. 


ArTExR the death of Moſes, Joſhna was: 
appointed by God to be the leader of the 
children of Iſrael into Canaan... 
When they came to Jordan, the waters 
which parted Jordan from Canaan were 
miraculouſly divided, (as at the Red Sea); 
and the Iſraelites paſſed ſafely through. 
As ſoon as the children of Iſrael encamp- 
d in Gilgal they kept the Paſſover, and 
the following day they began to eat of the 
orn of the land, from which time manna 
ceaſed. 
+ God then commanded Joſhua to have 
the ark carried once round the city of Je- 
richo for ſix days, and on the ſeventh Gay: 
D 3 
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ſeven times; when the Iſraelites were or. 
dered, upon a particular ſound of the trum. 
pet, to give a loud ſhout, at which the walls 
of the city fell to the ground, and 215 im- 
mediately took poſſeſſion. 

When the Iſraelites went againſt the city 
of Ai, Achan wickedly took of the accurſed 
thing, that is, he committed a theft, for 
he ſtole a Babyloniſh garment, ſome ſilver, 
and a wedge of gold.---As he took theſe nn 
things privately, and then buried them un- 
der ground, he fooliſhly thought the theft ſb. 
could not be found out. | Do 

Thus the wicked always deceive them- (i 
ſelves; they forget that the Almighty 1 is in 
every place, and that his eye is upon all they 
do; that the darkneſs hideth not from 
66 . but the night ſhineth as the day.“ 
Some time after, the whole congregation 
of the children of Iſrael aſſembled together 
at Shiloh, and there ſet up the Tabernacle, 

When Joſhua had taken the land, accord- 
ing to all that the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, he 
gave it for an inheritance unto Iſrael, ac- 
cording to their diviſions by their tribes. 

Then Joſhua ſpake unto Iſrael, ſaying, 
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9 Behold, Iam going the way of all the earth, | 
„and ye know in all your hearts, and in 
b all your ſouls, that not one thing hath 
failed of all the good things which the 
Lord your God ſpake concerning you. 
ge ye therefore very courageous, to keep 


d (and to do all that is written in the book 
of the law of Moſes; that ye turn not 
r, ( aſide therefrom to the right hand or to 


(the left, but cleave unto the Lord youn 
TH 7 God. ” | 


' LESSON XV. 


A FTER the death of Joſhua, to 4 time 
of Saul's being anointed king, Iſrael was 
governed by Judges, and the book which is 
called by that name contains the hiſtory of 
tbe Iſraelites under twelve of them. 

| You muſt obſerve, my Children, when 
the Iſraelites did that which was right in 
the light of the Lord they proſpered; but 
= when they forgat their Maker, the living 
= God, who had brought them out of bond- 
age, who had fought their battles, and de- 
luvered their enemies into their hands, then 
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thoſe calls befel them which are the 
certain portion of all who forget their Cre- 

ator. 
Jou know that the great crime of the 
Iſraelites was frequently falling into idola- 
try, and you hkewiſe know how ſeverely 
they were puniſhed for ſo doing ; but tho? 
it is not likely that any of you ſhould fall 
down and worſhip a graven image, yet if 
you neglect to ſerve God truly, you will 
be no better than an idolater; for the fin of 
idolatry lieth in robbing the living God of 
his due ;----that. is, of. believing in him, of 
_ fearing him, of loving him, of worſhipping 

him, of giving him thanks, of truſting in 
him, and ſerving him truly to the end of 
life: now if you neglect to practiſe theſe 
things, do not you rob the living God of his 


due as much as an idolater doth ? 
I know you are all acquainted with the 


name of Samſon, becauſe he is called the 
ſtrongeſt man; but you muſt learn from 
his hiſtory, my Children, that the giving 
yourſelves up to any one vice will be ſuf- 
ficient to deſtroy every good gift which 
the Almighty can beſtow upon man.---All 
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Y loſe abilities which made Samſon capable 
veing Judge over Iſrael, all that amazing 
ength which would have enabled his 


e gle arm to have laid waſte the Philiſtines, 
a- ere ſacrificed to a vice which rendered 
y m deſpicable in the eyes of thoſe enemies 


no before had trembled at his name... 
vou know, my Children, that the man. 
the Goſpel was reproved for an unpro-- 
table ſervant who had neglected to make 
ſe of his talent; but the man who abuſes. 
is ſtill more guilty, and muſt expect a 
greater puniſhment. The talents which 
amſon had received from the Almighty 
aight have proved the deliverance of Iſrael, 
nd crowned his life with glory, had he 
jot fallen a prey to vice, and blaſted his 
onours in the lap of an harlot. The uſe 
ou are to make, my dear Children! of the 
zults of others which either you read or 
ear of, is to carefully avoid committing 
em yourſelves. Every vice leadeth to de- 
gr uction, and none more ſurely than that 
hich Samſon was. guilty of; for Solomon 
ath declared, that the company of an in- 
mous woman is the way to hell, going 
own to the chambers of death. | 


ROLE TRL 5v Se 
a 5 OE] * e . 


PCC 


n oy fs EE 
= is . „ 
= > CELTS vo 5 y 
APTN EEE. TM OP AE” 


0 


bo Got 8 Li Ag wk 8 


6 Schuolnifrſs le. 1 
| T. E hiſtory of Ruth ſets before you, my | 


the woman which Naomi would have cho. 
ſenfor her daughter, ſhe being an idolatreſs; 


her ſon. After Ruth was a widow, Naomi, 
woman had ſo gained upon the well. diſpo- 


Vas convinced that the religion which made 


therefore determined to embrace it herſelf, 
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' LESSON XVI. 


Children, the great advantage of a virtu- | 
ous character and a good behaviour. A 
It may be ſuppoſed that Ruth was not 


but ſhe made ſo good a wife, and behaved 
{o reſpectfully to her mother-in-law,"that 
Naomi grew to regard her equally with 


thinking ſhe would be happier with her 
own kindred, adviſed herto return to them; | 
but the kind treatment of this truly good 


ſed heart of Ruth, that ſhe loved her with 
all the grateful affection of the fondeſt 
daughter. She reverenced her virtue, and 


fo good a woman mult be the true one, and 


* Entreat me not to leave thee,” ſaid ſhe, or 
« to return from following after thee; for 
4 whither thou goeſt I will 80, and where 
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thou lodgeſt Iwill lodge; thy people ſhall 
. pe my people, and thy God ſhall be my 


0 God. ” 
Boaz was not obli ged by the law of Mo- 


tes to marry Ruth, — not being her neareſt 
xinſman; but her virtue was ſo highly ſpo- 
ren of throughout the city, and her beha- 
Vviour was ſo truly praiſe-worthy, that he 
made it his choice to marry her. 


The fond care which Naomi took of 
Ruth's child, making her boſom its cradle, 
ſheweth plainly that her affection for her 
daughter could only end with life. 

What Ruth was, my dear Children! it is 


your characters may be virtuous, your be- 
haviours may be good; -theſe will create 
you friends while in this world, and make 
you happy in that which is to come. 


LESSON XVII. 


Taz hiſtory of Samuel, my Children, 
ſhews you how great a bleſſing it is to be 
born of righteous parents ; for Hannah 
dedicated her ſon, in his young days, to 
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the Lord, and, by ſo doing, laid a founda. 
tion for the good man which Samuel wa 

throughout his life. I 

All parents, by teaching their children 
their duty in the days of their youth, may 
be ſaid to dedicate them to the Lord, and 
may hope to have them grow up bleſſing 
both to themſelves and to the world; but 
thoſe who neglect to give them every in- 
ſtruction in their power are guilty of a ſin 
for which the Almighty will judge them, 
and are moſt likely depriving themſelves 
of good children, who might have proved 
both the joy and ſupport of their old age; 
for how can they hope to reap what their 
conſcience tells them they have never ſown! 
---You muſt underſtand that it is every. pa- 
rent's duty to properly correct the faults of 
their children in the beginning, and there- 
fore muſt not think them cruel becauſe they 
endeavour to make you good; they chaſtiſe 
in love, hoping thereby to ſave you from 
ruin. It is a miſtaken fondneſs in thoſe pa- 
rents who ſuffer their children to run to 
deſtruction, becauſe they have not the heart 
to puniſh — let the nds of Eli be a war 
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ing to all ſuch, who fell cas the At - 

mighty's diſpleaſure for not ſufficiently 
correcting hisſons ;--he did admoniſhthem, 
but it appeareth that he ſhould have done 
more. have told him,” ſaith the Lord, 
« that I will judge him for the iniquity 
« which he knoweth, becauſe his ſons made 
cc themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them 

« not.? 

Hannah placed hey ſon with Eli the hi gh 
prieſt, and his employments were fach - as 
vere ſuitable to his years and the profeſ- 

ſion of Eli; theſe he diſcharged with the 
greateſt care and diligence, which made 
him to be bleſſed by God, and regarded by 
his maſter,--- Whatever ſtate of life Samuel 
had been called to, there is no doubt but 
Jhe would have performed his duty in it, 
becauſe his deſire was to do always that 
vhich was right, and therefore the Almigh- 
ty would have bleſſed his endeavours, 

: It will ſignify little; my Children, what 
our places may be called, provided you 
do your duty in them; for a good ſervant 
* ſure to be valued by a good maſter, let his 
g place be what it may. Not long ſince a lady, 

__ = We 
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who hath put many children to me, called 
here one morning, and with her an elder. 
ly gentleman, whom I never had ſeen be- 
fore. Mrs. Brown,” ſaid he,“ I am come 
to thank you for Raving made a very 
„good coachman for me.“ e To thank 
< me, Sir!” ſaid I. Aye, you,” he replied; 
4 do not you know William Hayward ?”.. 
« did, Sir,” I anſwered, “ when a boy; for 
« he came to my ſchool.”.-.<Why, that” 
aid he“ is the thing ;- you made him a 
good boy, the good boy has made a good 


* man, and for this good man] thank you. 


« Do not imagine I prize him only becauſe 
« he hath never broken my bones, for a 
« very worthleſs fellow may be an excel- 
« lent driver; but. no matter for that, he 
« ſhould not live long with me. Will is an 
« honeſt, ſober, careful ſervant ; he ſets a 
good example in my family, for he minds 
4 his duty to God, and that makes him do 
te his duty by me. Will quarrels with no 
« one, and if any diſputes ariſe, he is the 
ce peace- maker. Maſters have ears and eyes, 
c Mrs. Brown, that their ſervants know 


« nothing of; by theſe their ſecret faults 
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« are diſcovered, and by theſe are made 
known their private good qualities: this 
« is the way that I found out Will to be a 
« peace - maker, and for which, let me tell 
« you, I do not value him a little.“ 

You may imagine, my Children, how 
happy it made me to hear ſo good a cha- 
rater of William Hayward; but it is much | 
more owing to his mother's care than — 
mine that he turns out ſo well; for I could 

only teach him his duty, but his mother 

took care to ſee that he performed it. | 

I believe that either as a nurſe or chair- 
woman there are few houſes round this 
neighbourhood that Dame Hayward had 

not been employed in,---and wherever ſhe 

had ſerved once, ſhe was ſure to be ſent 

for again; for beſides being honeſt, ſober, 

and cleanly, it was long remarked that 
whatever ſhe heard or ſaw, in any of the 

families ſhe worked in, ſhe was never 
Enown to tell it again; and ſhe uſed to be 
called Prudent Dame. 5 

1 hope, my dear Children! you will fol- 4 
low the good examples ſet you by your | 
Parents as faithfully as William Hayward- 
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hath done his; and I pray to the Almighty 


that they may diſcharge the duty of pa- 
rents to you as faithfully as his mother 


did to him; for though ſhe worked for 


Her daily bread, ſhe gave her ſon a portion 


which riches alone could not have beſtow- 
ed, nor can poverty take away ;---ſhe gave 
him an upright heart, N maketh him 
to be bleſſed by his God, and regarded 15 
his maſter. 


LESSON XVIII. 


Y ovknow, my Children, I have told you 
that the book of Judges relates the hiſtory 
of the Iſraeliteswhiles under twelve of them; 
Eli was the thirteenth, and Samuel was the 

next and laſt; for by God's command he 


anointed Saul to be their king, after which 


the government of Judges ceaſed. 

You muſt underſtand, that from the be- 
ginning of the world to the time that it 
pleaſed the Almighty to deliver the law on 
Mount Sinai to Moſes, it was called The Pa- 


triarchal State, (Patriarch meaneth the Fa- 
ther or Chief of cither a tribe or a nation) 
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and from that time] hope you all remem- 
ber that the Iſraelites were under the di- 
rection of Moſes, then of Joſhua, and from | 
his death, until Saul was anointed, under 
Judges. All this time the Almighty God 
was their king; and whenever you hear or 
read that the government of the Iſraelites, 
before they had an earthly monarch, was a. 
Theocracy, it meaneth that God was their 
king. It was for this reaſon that Samuel 
was ſo greatly diſpleaſed at their demand- 
ing a king; but the Almighty bade him to 
hearken unto them, ſaying, © They have not 
rejected thee, but they have rejected me, 
that I ſhould not reign over them.“ 

It is certainly natural, my Children, when 
we read of this requeſt of the Iſraelites, to 
be greatly aſtoniſhed how a people, choſen 
by Almighty God for his own, and who- 
had frequently experienced ſach wonderful 
marks of his divine power, wiſdom, and 
mercy, ſhould wickedly imagine that they 
could chuſe better for themſelves ;---and if 
our reflections on the wrong behaviour of- 
the Iſraelites teach us to ſet a careful watch : 
over our own, we, moſt undoubtedly, make 
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that uſe of them which will be approved 
by the Almighty: it is the uſe we muſt make 
of every fault which we perceive in an- 
other ;---but all thoſe who can diſcern the 
mote which is in their neighbour's eye, and 
negle& to remove the beam within their 
own, are guilty of a crime which will eauſe 
them to be hated 1n this world, and judged 
in that which is to come. 
sSla⸗aul for ſome little time obeyed the com- 
mands of God delivered to him by Samuel, 
and ſo long as he did he was both ſucceſſ- 
ful and happy; but when he began to ad 
contrary to thoſe commands, he began to 
be the moſt wretched of men. His ſparing 
Agag, king of the Amalekites, with ſome 
of the beſt of their oxen and their ſheep, 
when he had been expreſsly commanded to 
deſtroy the whole kingdom, and all that it 
contained, moſt highly provoked the Al- 
mighty, and he informed Saul, by his pro- 
phet Samuel, that he had given his king- 
dom to a neighbour, . was better dba 
himſelf. 1 
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LESSON XIX. 


u E Ifraclites and the Philitines, my 
WC hildren, were frequently at war with each 
ther, and when the Iſraelites obeyed the 
ommands of their Maker they were vic- 
orious, but whenever they turned aſide 
rom ſerving the living God, their enemies 
eere (as Joſhua had foretold them) ſcourges 
In their ſides, and thorns in their eyes. You 
now, in the days of Eli, that Iſrael fled be- 
ore the Philiſtines; that thirty thouſand 
f them were ſlain; and that the Ark of the 
ovenant was taken and placed in the houſe 
f their abominable idol Dagon. This ſight, 
ny Children, muſt ſurely have been thorns 
their eyes; and when they fled before an 
nemy whd, had they been righteous, the 
ord would havedelivered into their hands, 
uſt it not have been as aſcourge in the ſide 
f liracl? Well might theſe horrid tidings 
rove the death of old Eli! well might his 
retched daughter lament, « The glory is 
| departed from Urael, for the Ark of God 
is taken! 


„ ue Schioiniftres Lol. XR 
Under the wiſe and righteous govern- 
ment of Samuel the Iſraelites recovered their 
former loſles, and lived in peace for ſome 
time; but the many tranſgreſſions of their 
king, (whom they had moſt wickedly defi 
red) encouraged the Philiſtines to hope that 
they might again overcome the Iſraelites, 
The armies beingencamped oppolite each 
other, there daily went out from the Phi. 
liſtines a champion of prodigious ſize and 
ſtrength, named Goliath, whochallengedthe 
II raelites to ſend forth a man to fight him, 
and determine the war by that method 
The very light of this giant ſtruck a terror 
through the army, and no one would ven- 
ture to engage with him. The three eldei 
ſons of Jeſſe the Bethlehemite being in the 
Ifraelitiſh army, he ſent David, their young- 
eſt brother, to the camp with ſome provr 
ſion for them, who liſtening with great at 
tention to all that was related of Goliath, en- 
quired what reward would be given bythe 
King to the man who ſhould kill this Phi- 
liſtine? He was anſwered, that Saul would 
enrich him greatly, give him his daughter 
in marriage, and make the houſe of his fa« 
ther free in Irael. 
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It appearing that David was deſirous of 
gaging with Goliath, it was related to the 
Wing, who gave orders for David to be 
Wrought unto him. Saul then ſet before him 
e great danger of engaging with a man 
much his ſuperior in ſtrength, and one 
ho had been bred to war from his youth; 
which David made anſwer, „Thy ſer-. 
vant kept his father's ſheep, and there 
came a lion and a bear, and took a lamb 
out of the flock, and thy.ſervant flew- 
them both; and this uncircumciſed Phi- 
liſtine, who hath defied the armies of the 
living God, ſhall be as one of thoſe; for 
che Lord, who delivered me out of the 
paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, will alſo deliver me out of the. 
hand of this Philiſtine.““ 
The modeſty of David's reply, joined to 
perfect truſt in God, whoſe cauſe he ſo 
ſhed to engage in, left Saul but little room 
fear; he therefore ſaid unto him, Go, . 
and the Lord be with thee.” 
David met Goliath with his ſtaff, a ſling, 
d five ſmooth: ſtones, whom the Philis 
e, when he drew.nigh, diſdained great= 
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ly, ſaying, « [ will give thy feb unto til 
« fowls of the air, and unto the beaſts off 
« the field.” TowhichDavid replied, «Tho 
« comeſt to me with a ſword, a ſpear, and Wi 
© ſhield; but I come unto thee in the nam 
te of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of the ali 
mies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied 
„ he will deliver thee into mine hand, th 
« all the earth may know that there 1s 
« God in Ifrael.” 2 
David then ſlang a tone, and ſmote l l 
Philiſtine in the forehead; ſo that he i 
with his face upon the earth; and he ral 
unto him, and parted his head from H 
body, which he immediately carried unt A 
the King. : 
Though Saul muſt undoubtedly. haul 
been exceedingly happy with the great ſul 
ceſs of David, yet he was by no means 
with the praiſes which the people beſtow 
ed on him; for he poſſeſſed that doubly 
| hateful ſin that was the deſtruction 
Cain, and will affuredly prove the d 
ſtruction of all who harbour it. The bre 
of Saul, inſtead of being filled with than 
Fulneſs to God, and joy for the happili 
of his people, fickened with envy, 4 
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Wo cry grateful word that was ſpoken of 
ee deliverer of Iſrael was as à dart ſtruck 
101 1 rough his liver. 

l charge you, my Children, by all the 
ve I bear you, never to let envy enter 
ur hearts; ſo far from feeling uneaſy 
je any body's being commended for having 
ne their duty in their ſtation, you ſhould 
dnſider it as an encouragement for you to 
d the ſame in yours; for every good per- 
n hath ſo much pleaſure in giving praiſe 
here it is deſerved, that no one need to 
1108 afraid of not receiving their juſt ſhare. 
15 hene ver you behold another in a ſitua- 
um on which you think happier than your 

Wn, always conclude that they were fit- 
r for it than you; that moſt likely it.re- 
ircth thoſe abilities which you do not 
1 oſſeſs, it being impoſſible for any one, to 

thoroughly acquainted with all that is 
<dful in the ſituation of another: you be- 
01d indeed the outfide, but are ſtrangers. 
many things within; for prudent peo- 
e do not publiſh their difficulties, but 
oWF<"t'y weigh the bleſſings of their ſtation 
anſt its hardſhips; 1 this is the reaſon 
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why they are happy. You muſt therefore 


always reſt aſſured that the ſtate which 


God hath called you to is the ſtate that 
fuiteth your abilities, and if you endeavour 


to uſe them to the beſt of your knowledge, 
depend upon it you will be Tewarded, 


You know, my Children, that the man who 


received only two [talents did not make 


himſelf wretched by envying him'who had 
f ve, but wiſely turned his whole thoughts 


upon making the moſt of his two, and for 


which he entered into the joy of his Lord 
equally with him who had five. 
Jonathan, the ſon of Saul, poſſeſſed all 


thoſe virtues to which his miſerable father 
was a ſtranger: we read that he loved David 


as his own ſoul, and ĩt appearing that his 
regard took place immediately after the 
conqueſt of the Philiſtines, we may reaſon- 


7 ably conclude that gratitude for his ſignal 


ſervices to Iſrael was the beginning of that 
friendſhip which only death could break. 

David being obliged to avoid the preſence 
of Saul, who had more than once attempt. 
ed his life, was aſſured by Jonathan that he 


would uſe all his endeavours to reconcile 
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kis father, and promiſed to give him i in- | 


formation how he ſucceeded. 


Jonathan repreſented unto Saul the great 
and faithful ſervices of David, and entreat- 
ed him not to render evil for good, by ſlay- 
ing his ſervant without a cauſe; yet he ſtill 
continued to ſeek the life of David, not- 


withſtanding he had promiſed his ſon to 
ſpare him. | 
Under theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances Da- 
vid remained during the life of Saul, flying 
from place to en in order to preſerve him- 
ſelf from the Wrath of his king and father. 
Jonathan took every opportunity of ſee- 
ing and comforting David, repeating the 
kindeſt aſſurances of his friendſhip, and 
ſtrengthening him in his truſt in God, ſay- 
ing, © Fear not, for the hand of Saul ſhall. 
not hurt thee, and thou ſhalt be king 
« over lfrae].” 
Jonathans knowing that the Almighty 
deſigned that throne for David which other- 
wite he might have expected to have in- 
herited, inſtead of creating in him envy 
and hatred, yielded him the higheſt fatiſ. 
faction; a ſtriking proof both of his exalt. 
F 


F . > , 7 AL 
p Mad WI, 7 - RT "PEE 
* * rn | 9 * 
- . — N 
# * Wa 


6 The Schootmiſtreſs Lef. XIX. 


ed piety and friendſhip, obediently ſubmit. 
ting to the will of his Creator, and rejoi- 
cing in the proſperity of his friend. 
A freſh war breaking out between the 
Philiſtines and the Iſraelites called off Saul 
from purſuing David, and in this war Saul 
and his three ſons fell. 8 4170 

The lamentation which David poured 
forth when he loſt his beloved friend Jona- 
than, to whom he both owed and paid the 
higheſt gratitude, were equally natural as 
praiſe-worthy, but his behaviour upon the 
death of his enemy Saul was glorious: ſo 
far was David from rejoicing, that he 
mourned his untimely end; all his virtues 
roſe to his remmbrance, and all his cruel- 
ties and injuſtice were buried in the for- 
giveneſs of a righteous heart. The ſtrong 
friendſhip between Jonathan and David 
plainly declareth their equal worth; it was 
the virtues of both that bound them to 
each other, for if either had been wicked, 
the other had not loved. 5 i 

David was informed of the death of Saul 
by a young man, who ſaid he had ſlain the 
King by his own deſire, and that he had 
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| brought his crown and his bracelet unto 
him. How !” ſaid David, waſt thou not 
« afraid to ſtretch forth thine hand againſt 


« the Lord's anointed ? Thy blood be up- 
« on thy head, for thy mouth hath teſti- 
« fied againſt thee ;” and immediately or- 


dered him to be put to death. 


Obſerve in this young man, my Chil- 
dren, the dreadful end of a liar ; he cauſed 
himſelf to be puniſhed with death for a 


crime which he had not committed. You 


all know that he did not ſlay Saul, for Saul 
wickedly ſle w himſelf; but the truth was 
he had robbed him when dead, and then 
carrying his crown and bracelet unto Da- 
vid, added the horrid lie that he firſt took 
his life, and for doing which I imagine he 
expected a reward. He certainly knew that 
Saul was the enemy of David, and judging 
of him by his own wicked heart, conclud- 

ed that he would rejoice at the deſtruction 
of his foe ; but David, who many times had 


the life of Saul in his power, would much 


rather have periſhed than have lifted up 


| his hand againſt him. 


There wanteth abilities, my Children to 
ES F2 | 
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be a ſucceſsful liar, that few, if any, pol. 
ſeſs; whereas the weakeſt, pooreſt, moſt 


ignorant of mankind, are always capable 


of ſpeaking the truth: the reaſon is plain, 


the Almighty requireth truth from every 


one, and therefore he hath enabled every 
one to perform it. Whatever fault you 


may be guilty of, honeſily acknowledge it, 


be ſorry for your tranſgreſſion, and com- 
mit it no more; on theſe conditions the 
Almighty forgiveth, and on theſe condi- 


tions every good perſon will forgive. 


After the death of Saul the men of Ju- 


dah anointed David their king, over whom 


0 reigned ſeven years and ſix months before 
he was eſtabliſhed on the throne of Iſrael. 


David, at the taking of Jeruſalem, (then 


in the Jebuſitesꝰ poſſeſſion) ordered the Je- 


buſites, the lame, and the blind, which were 


hated of his ſoul, to be deſtroyed. The lame 
and the blind, I imagine, were their idols, 


becauſe David ſaith in the Pſalms, « Their 
idols are the work of men's hands; they 
« have eyes but they ſee not; they have 
« hands but they handle not; feet have they 


4 but they walk not.” Now, both the idols 
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and thoſe who worſhipped them muſt W 
been trulxhateful to the ſoul of David: be- 
ſides we read, that after one of the times in 
which he defeated the Philiſtines he aſſiſt- 
ed himſelf in burning their images. 

So ſoon as David enjoyed peace he deter- 
mined upon removing the Ark to Jeruſa. 
lem; and having afſembled all the congre- 
gation of Iſrael, he ſaid unto them, © If it 
« ſeem good unto you, and that it be of 
« the Lord our God,.let us ſend unto the 
te prieſts and Levites, and all our brethren 
« who are abroad, to gather themſelves 
* unto us, and let us bring again the Ark 
e of our God.” And all the congregation 
faid that they would do ſo, for the thing 
was right in their eyes. So David and all 
Iſrael went to Kirjath-jearim, to bring up 
thence the Ark of God the Lord; and Da- 
vid (having put off his royal carmen) was 
clothed with a robe of fine linen, as was 
hkewiſe the Leviteswho bore the Ark, and 
all the fingers. Thus David and all Iſrael 
brought up the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord with ſhouting, with the ſound of the 
cornet, with W em, with 

3 . 
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pſalteries, and with harps. We likewiſe read 
that David danced beforethe Arkby which 
he equally meant to expreſs his joy as by 
playing on the harp. 

David was very deſirous to build an 
houſe unto the name of the Lord; but this 
the Almighty denied him, ſaying, © Thou 
« haſt made great wars, and ſhed blood 
« abundantly, therefore thou ſhalt not 
« build an houſe unto my name: but be. 
e hold a fon ſhall be born unto thee, who 
<« ſhall be a man of reſt, and he ſhall ** 
« an houſe for my name.? | 

David now inquired if there were, any | 
left of the houſe of Saul, that he might 
ſhew them kindneſs for Jonathan's ſake; 
and being informed that Mephiboſheth, the | 
ſon of Jonathan, was living, he command- | 
ed that he ſhould be brought unto him, and 
treated him as his ſon. It is wonderful that 
David ſhould be ignorant that Mephibo- 
ſheth was living, and if he was not ſo, we 
muſt think it very wrong that he ſhould i 
not have made inquiry about him before; 
for though certainly his thoughts had been 

ſufficiently employed, yet no worldly ens 
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gagements ſhould have put off his gratitude 
for a moment, and thoſe of religion de- 
manded it ſhould beinterwoven with them. 
The very dreadful calamities-with which 
the Almighty viſited David for breaking 
his commandments, both in reſpe& of 
Uriah, and likewiſe in numbering of the 
people, are fpeaking leflons to warn you 
againſt diſobeying his holy will and come 
mandments; and his thorough contrition, 
his truly ſincere repentance, are examples 
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or negle& to perform your duty. The Sixth 
and Seventh Commandments are known 
to you all, and I hope by all will be ſacred- 
ly kept; but David's offence in having num- 
bered the people may not be equally plain 
to you, (it being a tranſgreſſion of the la 
of Moſes,) and therefore I ſhall endeavour 
to make it ſo. The Almighty command- 
ed Moſes, when the ſum of the children 
of Iſrael was taken, that every man, from 
twenty years old and upwards, ſhould give 
an offering of half a ſhekel of filver as a 
ranſom for his ſoul unto the Lord, and that 
the atonement-money ſhould be appointed 
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for the ſervice of the Tabernacle of the con- 
gregation: the neglecting to gather this 
tax, or the refuſing to pay it, was to be 
puniſhed with the plague. David, you 
know, ordered the people to be numbered, 
but he did not order the atonement- mo- 
ney to be given. Whether the firſt was ne. 
_ ceflary it is uſeleſs for us to inquire; but 
his having omitted the fecond was an open 
violation of God's command, and for which, 
by the prophet Gad, he gave him his choice | 
of the following puniſhments-----Seven 
'years' famine, three months” flight before 
his enemies, or a peſtilence of three 
days David choſe the peſtilence, ſay- 
ing, Let us fall into the hands of God, 
te for his mercies are great.” So the Lord 
ſent a peſtilence upon Iſrael, by which 
there died ſeventy thouſand: but David's 
exceeding repentance, and his fervent pray- 
ers to the Almighty to ſpare the people, 
and turn all his wrath upon him, and on 
thoſe whom he held moſt dear, was ac- 
cepted; and the Lord mercifully ſtayed the 
rages: 

You muſt obſerve, my — that not- 
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vichſtanding David was ſo highly diſtin- 
guiſhed by divine favour, yet whenever he 
tranſgreſſed he was ſeverely chaſtiſed for 
oo doing; and though he knew himſelf ta 
ve a choſen ſervant of his Lord, he never 
preſumed upon that knowledge, nor idly 
Wmagined that his fault would be paſſed 
over; on the contrary, however great his 
Wcorrection he never thought it greater than 
is offence, but received it with humlity,, 
' Wcknowledging that hedeſervedit; his truſt 
Wn God's mercy was as unbounded as his love 
f him, which perfected his repentance, 
and obtained him forgiveneſs. 
[ hope it is needleſs for me to make any 
emark either on the wicked behaviour of 
WA blalom, or on the untimely end which it 
Wrought him to, as you all know it to be 
our Maker's command to honour and obey 
our parents, and that thoſe children who 


)- are to rebel againſt them, ſome way or 
e, ther, bring themſelves to ruin. 
David being old, and drawing near his 
C- 


na, placed his ſon Solomon on the throne, 
Ynto whom he gave the moſt pious and the 


iſeſt A charging bim to ſerve - 
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huis Maker with a perfect heart and a vil 
ing mind; to be diligent in the performance 
of that glorious work which the Almighty 
had choſen him to undertake, namely, t 
build an houſe of reſt for the Ark of the 
Covenant of the Lord. 
| $0 David died ina good old age, full 
_ riches, and honour. 


LESSON IX. 


83 being ſeated on the throne 1 
Urael, went to Gibeon to ſacrifice unto ti 
Lord, who appeared unto him in a dreu 
by night, ſaying, © What ſhall I give thee 
And Solomon ſaid, OLord my God, the 

< haſt made thy ſervant king inſtead d 

« David his father, and thy ſervantis int! 

« midſt of thy people whom thou haſt che 

« ſen; give, therefore, unto him an under 

« ſtanding heart, to judge thy people, tha 
« he may diſcern between good and bad 
« And the Lord faid unto. him, Becaul 
_« thou haſt aſked wiſdom, and haſt not al 
„ed long life, nor riches, nor the lives lf 
thine enemies, behold, I have dont ul 
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| cording to thy deſire; arid [have alſo gi- 
ven thee that which thou haſt not aſked, 
W- both riches and honour; and if thou wilt 
walk in my ways, to keep my ſtatutes. 
and my commandments, then I will add 
unto thee length of days.” | 
= Twowomen who lived in the ſame houſe | 
Wcing brought to bed, one of them unfor- 
unately overlaid her child, and going ſlily 
o the bed of the other woman, who was 
lleep, exchanged the dead child for her li- 
ing one. When the mother awaked ſhe 


oman with it, which charge ſhe abſolute- 
denied. The cauſe being brought before 
olomon, he gave orders for the child to be 
livided, and each woman to have an half. 
| hough this determination was not ſuch as 
he wicked woman had hoped for, (that be- 
: ng to have the ſtolen child declared her's) 
get ſhe was tolerably well ſatisfied, think- 
ng that ſhe had deceived the King, and 
ereby concealed her guilt. The real mo- 
her, who before had been wretched at the 
oughts of loſing her child, now petitioned 
o yield it up, that far n. . 


liſcovered the fraud, and charged the other 
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to the ſeeing it ſlain before her eyes. This 

was proof ſufficient, and the King ordered 
the child to be given to its mother. The 
wicked, my Children, ſhould remember 
that the good do not think, any more than 


they ad, like them: there are many guilty 


| perſons who are acquitted idly fuppoſe 
they were thought innocent, and have fre- 
quently been known to boaſt that they bad 
deceived the judge. -Miſtaken unhappy 
wretches! his wiſdom and diſcernment is not 
to be ſo impoſed upon; he reads their con- 
ſciences in their faces as plainly as you can 
read letters in a book. They owed their ac- 
gquittal to a very different cauſe. The priſon- 
er hath a friend in the breaſt of his judge 
filently pleading to his humanity, and when- 
ever hefeeth the leaſt room for compaſſion, 
particularly where he beholdeth ſhame and 
contrition, if mercy can be ſhewn conſiſtent 
with juſtice, he extends it with joy, hoping 
the guilty will live to repent and ſave hs 
foul alive. But if mercy is abuſed, if A man 
returneth to his evil courſes, and is again 
brought to the bar, then juſtice demands 
the puniſhment of the guilty for the ſafcty 
and n of the innocent. 
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Solomon, according to his father's direc- 
tion, began the Temple at Jeruſalem, | and in 
ſeven years it was complete. 

The magniſicence of this building ex- 
ceeded every thing that ever had been heard 
of, the deſign of which was to paythe high - 
eſt reſpect and reverence to the living God, 
unto whom Solomon dedicated it with 
great piety and ſolemnitʒ. 

The King, ſtanding before the altar of che 
Lord in the preſence of all che congregation 
of Iſrael, ſpread forth his hands toward 
heaven, and ſaid, . Lord God of Iſrael, there 
is no god like thee in heaven above, or on 
« earth beneath, who keepeth covenant and 
mercy with thy ſervants who walk be- 
„fore thee with all their hearts: Behold, 
« the heaven, and heaven of heavens can- 
© not contain thee, how much leſs this 
« houſe which I have builded ! Yet have 
« thou reſpect unto the prayer and ſuppli- 
cation of thy ſervant, O Lord my God, 
« that thine eyes may be open towards this 
« houſe night and day, even towards the 
te place of which thou haſt ſaid, My name 
„ ſhall be there: Hearken thou to the 
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« fapplicatibn of thy fernt, and of thy 

« people Iſrael when they ſhall pray to- 
« wards this place, and hear thou in hea- 
« ven thy dwelling-place, and when thou 
« heareſt forgive.” 

Then the King aroſe from kneeling be- 
fore the altar, and with a loud voice bleſſed 
all the congregation of Iſrael, ſaying, · Bleſſ 
* ed be the Lord who hath given reſt unto 
c his people Iſrael, according to all that he 
< promiſed; there hath not failed one word 
* of all his good promiſes which he promi- 
ce ſed by the hand of Moſes his ſervant. The 
% Lord our God be with us as he was with 
our fathers; let him not leave us nor 
c forſake us, but incline our hearts unto 
him, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
cc commandments, his ſtatutes, and his 
« judgments, which he commanded ourfa- 
* thers; that all the people of the earth may 
KL know that the Lord is God, and __ 
<« there is none elſe.” 

It muſt be ſuppoſed that Solomon, at t this 
time, little imagined he ſhould ever wor- 
ſhip any other god than the living One; 
but having married with idolatrous women, 


bd 52 75 
he was firſt pre led upon to build them 
high places for their gods, and then to join 
in their abominable worſhip. 

How plaihly doth this teach us, my Chil- 
dren, that every one who ſtandeth muſt 
take heed leſt they fall! how plainly doth 
it ſhew us that we are not ſufficient of our- 
ſelves to keep ourfelves! Who would not 
then, begin the day with an humble and 
fervent petition to their Creator, who alone 
can order the unruly wills and affections 
of ſinful men,.to grant unto them his grace, 
that they may love and do thoſe things 
which he commandeth ;. and to earneſtly 
deſire thoſe good things which he hath pro- 
miſed to all who obey his holy will; that 
ſo among the ſundry and manifold changes 
of the world, their hearts may ſtedfaſtly 
be fixed where true joys are to be found, 
— Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 4 
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/ 
1 DIVIDED INT o FOUR PARTS. 


Arr ER the death of Solomon, his fon 
_ Rehoboam ſucceeded to the throne, from 

whom ten tribes of Iſrael revolted, chuſing 
Jeroboam for their king.---Thus the king- 
dom was divided,---Rehoboam being King 
of Judah, and Jeroboam King of Iſrael. You 
remember that the Almighty had ſaid un- 
to Solomon, © Foraſmuch as thou haſt not 
« kept my covenant and my ſtatutes, which 
« ] have commanded thee, I will ſurely 


« rend the kingdom from thee; notwith- 


« ſtanding I will not do it in thy days;nor 
will I rend away all the kingdom, but 
« will give one tribe to thy ſon for David 
« my ſervant's ſake, and for Jeruſalem! 8 
* ſake which I have choſen.” 
The conduct of Rehoboam, in aſking ad- 
vice of the aged, from whom he received 
ſuch as would have eſtabliſhed him in the 
hearts of all Iſrael, and immediately after 
conſulting with thoſe whoſe youth and in- 
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experience was much like hi yy and; by 


eſt part of his kirigdom, is a ſtriking like. 
neſs of the conduct of many more than are 
aware of it. But, my Children, make this 
your rule, never aſk advice but of thoſe 
whoſe knowledge and goodneſs you have 
reaſon to think well of, and if their advice 
agrees with the good opinion which you 
had entertained of them, receive it with 
gratitude, and follow it with care. 

As the reigns of the Kings of Judah and 
of Iſrael are written together, they may not 
perhaps be quite ſo clear to you as if they 
were diſtin, and therefore I will firſt re- 
late all the Kings of Judah, and then the 
Kings of Ifrael, making mention of thoſe 
actions or events which you ought more 
ee, to obſer ve in either of their 
reigns. 

Ihe firſt King of Judah, Rehoboam, and 
his ſubjects, forfaking the law of the Lord, 
were puniſhed by the King of Egypt's ma- 
king war againſt them, who took many of 
the cities belonging to Judah ; but upon 
their humbling themſelves at the * | 
63 


following whoſe counſel he loſt the.great- _ | 
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hoſe to whom it is offered. 


L 
of the prophet Shemaiah, the Almighty did ol 
not ſuffer them to be wholly overcome by th 
the Egyptians, though they plundered the wi 
houſe of the Lord, and likewiſe that of the ec 
Kin g. G 
Abijar, the eon king, unde war againſ 6 
Jeroboam King of Iſrael, over whom he 6 
gained a conſiderable victory, which he 
juſtly aſcribed to divine affiſtance. Abijar - 
feverely reproached Jeroboam and his peo. 
ple for being idolaters, which, though they th 
certainly deſerved, yet Abijar reproached ev 
himſelf by fo doing, he being an idolater I in 
likewiſe. to 
Reproaches or upbraidings, my Children, 
are always very wrong; whenever you ve 
attempt to advife another to forſake their il j0 
fault, do it with tenderneſs, and let your th 
kind manner convince them that your on- th 
ly reaſon for naming it is the deſire of do- th 
ing them good; but, above all, take care to Br 
be clear of the offence yourſelves ; for it ne 
your ations do not agree with your ad- Ca 
vice, it will not have the ſame weight with 18 
w 


Aſa, the third Kang, 1 che altar 
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of the falſe gods, breaking in pieces even 
the idol which his mother had made and 
worſhipped: The prophet Azariah exhort- 
ed Aſa to continue in the ſervice of the true 
God, ſaying unto him and his fubjects, The 
« Lord is with you while ye-be with him; 
« and if you ſeek. him he will-be found of 

« you; but if ye forlake him, he will forſake 
1 0. 

Aae the fourth king, following 
the good example of his father Aſa, uſed 
every endeavour to aboliſh: idolatry, ſend- 
ing prieſts throughout the cities of Judah 
to inſtruct his people in the law of the Lord: 

The reproofs which Jehoſhaphat recei- 
ved from the prophets Jehu and Eliezer for 
joining with Ahab and Ahaziah, becauſe 
they were bad men, plainly ſheweth that 
thoſe who aſſociate with the wicked, even 
though they are not wicked themfelves, 
greatly offend their Creator. We pray him 
not to lead ns into temptation; how then 
can we dare to carry ourſelves into it? It 
is likewiſe very wrong to appear to give the 
wicked countenance, and whoever keepeth 


them company will be looked upon to do ſo. 
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Joram, the fifth king, marrying the daugh. 
ter of Ahab, was by her ſeduced to idol 


try, and his impious worſhip was followed 
by the whole kingdom. He put all his bre. 


thren to death, and committed many other 
horrid crimes, which drew on the anger of 
God, who viſited him with diversand great 


afflictions. 


Ahaziah, the ſi xth king, x was likewiſe an 


idolater ; he reigned only one year, being 
lain by the King of Ifrael. After his death 


Athaliah his mother uſurped the throne, hx 


ving firſt put all the royal family to death 


except Joaſh, her youngeſt grandſon, who 


was preſerved from the dreadful {laughter 
buy his aunt, (wife of Jehoiada the high prieſt) 


whoconcealed him fix years in the Temple. 
At the age of ſeven years his uncle placed 


him on the throne, and reſtored the worſhip 


of the living God in Judah. While Jehoi- 


ada lived Joaſh conducted himfelf wiſely, 
but after his death both the King and the 


principal men of Judah fell into idolatry; 


which being reproved by the prophet Ze- 


chariah, Joaſh commanded him to be ito- i 
ned to death in the Temple. This wicked 


the Lord forſaken, and delivered up to the 


hands of his own OY who murdered 
him on his bed. 

Amaziah, the-eighth king, ſo ſoon as he 
was ſeated on the throne, put to death the 
murderers of his father, juftly ſparing the 
hves of their children, the Almighty ha- 
ving commanded that the fathers ſhould 


dren for the offences of the father. 


men of Iſrael to aſſiſt him, and to whom he 
as to pay a large ſum of money; but by 
he advice of a prophet he diſmiſſed them, 
notwithſtanding he was obliged to pay the 
oney, placing his whole truſt in God for 
ucceſs. This right behaviour was bleſſed 
y the Almighty, Amaziah being victorious: 


dly bowed himſelf before the idols of the- 
domites, for which the prophet reproving 


— ath. 
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prince, having forſook the Lord, was by 


Syrians his enemies, dying at laſt by the 


not die for the children, neither the chil. 


Amaziah, being at war with the Edom-: , 
tes, had engaged one hundred thouſand: 


dver the Edomites; but afterwards he wick. 


im, Amaziah threatened —_—_ * to. 1335 
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The King of Hrael, whom Amaziah had 
idly provaked, entered his kingdom, and 
prevailed againſt him, plundering the houſe 
of the Lord and that of the King's. At laſt 
he periſhed at Lachiſh by the hands of con- 
ſpirators, who purſued him there from Je. 
ruſalem. 
Uzziah, the ninth king, at che boginaind 


of his reign conducted himſelf with wiſdom th. 
and piety, liſtening to the advice of the pro- 
phet Zechariah, during which time the Al- . 
mighty proſpered his undertakings agaivit Wh |. 
the Philiſtines, ſtrengthened bim againſt WR...: 
the Arabians, and made the Ammonites lis WW. 
tributary. Theſe great ſucceſſes raiſed hu WW... 
name exceedingly among the people, which, re 
inſtead of filling his heart with gratitude, . 
love, and reverence, to the Author and Gi-f p. 
ver of every bleſſing, ſwelled him with or 
pride, and he impiouſiy attempted to offer i rt 
incenſe in the Temple, which by the lav WW... 
of Moſes ſhould only have been performed WW., : 
by the prieſts; and for this offence the A- Mie 
mighty ſmote him with the leproſy. ra 
It is not ſufficient, my Children, to ob Un 
ſerve our duty at one time in our lives, ur 
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to perform only ſome branches throughout | 
it, but, as much as in us hes, we muſt at 
all times, and 1n every part, be righteous. 
We muſt likewiſe conſider both the bleſſ- 
ings and the afflictions which are ſent by 
God as trials of our behaviour. In proſpe- 
ity we muſt be thankful to the Almighty, 
acknowledging that we owe all the good 
hings which we poſſeſs to his infinite mer- 
Wcy and goodneſs; we mult take care never 
o be puffed up with pride, but to be hum- 
ble, charitable, kind in our manner tothoſe 
bo are leſs proſperous, and ever ready to 
Ho them any good 6ffice in our power. We 
Wn uſt always bear in our minds that the duty 
fexample is a very high one; that the right 
r wrong doing of numbers may depend 
pon us; for the ignorant naturally look up 
ora pattern to thoſe who are either by rank 
r proſperity placed above them, and there- 
ore by our conduct we muſt endeavour 
teach them their duty to God and to 
heir neighbour. —— In adverſity, we muſt 
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puriclves, and to patiently ſubmit to what» 


ray to the Almighty to bleſs us with a re- 
Wolution to try every lawful method to help 
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ever cannot be ſoremoved; to give us grace 
ſtedfaſtly to believe that he will of his great 
mercy deliver us from, or ſupport us un. 

der. all our misfortunes, he alone knowing 
what is beſt for us. 

jotham, the tenth king, did chat which 
was right in the ſight of the Lord, and 
therefore he was protected and bleſſed by 
him throughout his life; he was victor 
ous over the Ammonites, who paid to hin 
large tribute: he built the high gate of the 
houſe of the Lord, likewiſe many cities 
caſtles, and towers. Thus he enriched and 
ſtrengthened his kingdom, and was a blell 
ing to the people whom he reigned over. 
Aha, the eleventh king, was as wicked 
as his father Jotham had been good, ca- 
rying the ſin of idolatry beyond any of lM 
predeceflors; for he cauſed his children to 
perform the horrid ceremony of paſling 
through the fire, (as the Canaanite hal 
done, and for which the Almighty hall 
caſt them out of Iſrael) in honour of bl 
ſhameful idols. You muſt obſerve the right] 
behaviour of the Iſraelites, who, according | 
to the advice of the prophet Oded, ſeui c- 
VVV 
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they had taken captives, which they per- 
formed with great tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion, firſt clothing and refreſhing them, 


able to walk. 

How exceeding great is the 1 

my Children, that the pleaſing exerciſe of 
humanity ſhould be ſo acceptable in the 
ſight of the Lord; were it otherwiſe, thoſe 
bleſſed hours in which we have by any 
means contributed either to the comfort 
or aſſiſtance of thoſe who needed, would 
have paſſed unmarked with that felicity 
which ever attends them, it being impoſſible 
for our hearts to experience ſatisfaction 
from following our inclinations, without 
our duty alloweth us ſo to do. | 

Hezekiah, the twelfth king, was exceed= 
ingly pious, applying himſelf with great 
diligence to the reſtoration of the true re- 
ligion. He immediately ſet about repair- 
ing the Temple; and aſſembling together 
the prieſts and Levites, he firſt exhorted 
them to purify*themſelves, and then to 


H 


Le. Xx, © forthe Pr. 85 
back the men and women of Judah whom | 


and conveying on aſſes thoſe who were un- 


carry forth the filthineſs out of the holy 


* 
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for the kingdom, and for the ſanctuary, and 


hardneſs of heart, and contempt of his word, 
and to fetch them home to his flock, that 


the true Hraelites, and be made one fold un- 


claimed throughout Iſrael, inviting all to 


place; that is, to remove all thoſe things 
out of the Temple which had been uſed 
by his father for the wicked purpoſes of 
idolatry. This being done, Hezekiah and 
the rulers of the city made a ſin- offering 


for all Iſrael; Hezekiah, knowing that the 
men of Iſrael were his brethren, (though 
only the men of Judah were his ſubjects) 
and therefore that it was his duty to pray 
for them, and to uſe all his endeavours to 
bring them back to the worſhip of the li- 
ving God.---This, my Children, is likewiſe 
our duty as Chriſtians, we praying, you 
know, unto the Almighty to have mercy 
upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Here- 
tics; to remove from them all ignorance, | 


they may be ſaved among the remnant of 


der one Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Hezekiah, intending to renew the fealt 


of the Paſſover, cauſed his deſign to be pro- 


eome to Jeruſalem and keep it; perſuading 
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them by letters, with a fatherly affection, 
to forſake their evil ways, ſaying, Be ye 
. not ſtiff-necked as your fathers were, but 
« yield yourſelves unto the Lord; enter 
« into his ſanctuary, and ſerve him truly, 
« that the fierceneſs of his wrath may turn; 
« for the Lord your God is gracious and 
« merciful, and will not turn away his face 
« from you, if ye return unto him.” 
Tho' there were ſome of the apoſtate Jews 
who did not regard this pious invitation, yet 
there were many whodid,and devoutly par- 
took of the Paſſover, notwithſtanding they 
had not had time to prepare themſelves ac- 


cording to the direction given in the las- 


of Moſes; and the Lord, whoknew the puri- 
ty of their intentions, and likewiſe the little 
opportunity they had for preparation, moſt 
mercifully accepted them, as the following 
plainly ſheweth.---Hezekiah, though well 
aſſured that it was every one's duty to ob- 
ſerve purification before they preſumed to 
eat of the Paſſover, did not think the want 
of it, when it was not practicable, a ſufſi- 
cient reaſon for abſtaining from that holy 
feaſt; he acknowledged their undue 125 ; 

H 2 
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paration, and implored the mercy of God, 
ſaying, © The good Lord pardon every 
one that prepareth his heart to ſeek God, 
though he be not cleanſed according to 
«© the purification of the ſanctuary; and 
ee the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and 


4 healed the people.” 


his portion of Sacred hiſtory, my Chil. 
| dren, muſt be a leſſon hereafter to you ne- 
ver to keep from partaking of the bleſſed 
ſacrament, thinking that you have not 
had time ſufficient to prepare yourſelves : 
carefully obſerve to do ſo whenever you 
have opportunity ; but ſuppoſing the ſtate 
which God calleth you to ſhovld admit of 
very little ſpare time, if you faithfully per- 


form your duty therein, keeping God's holy W 


will and commandments, you may ap- 
proach the table of our bleſſed Lord, truſt- 
ing in his all-ſufticient merits for accept. 
ance. 

Among the many good ns made 
by Hezekiah, providing for the prieſts and 
Levites was not omitted, the people being 
commanded to pay the tithes and firſt-fruits, 
which command they — obeyed. 
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Hezekiah being attacked by the Aſſyrians, 
took every prudent method to defend his 


kingdom, but his truſt for deliverance was 


placed wholly in God, ſaying to his people, 


« Be ſtrong and courageous; fear not the 


« King of Aſſyria; with him is an arm of 
4 fleſh, but with us is the Lord our God.“ 
The King of Aſſyria ſent meſſengers to 


Jeruſalem, ſaying, *Fhus ſaith Sennacherib, 


« ...Wherein do ye truſt, that ye abide in 
« theſtege inJeruſalem? Doth not Hezekiah 
« perſuade you to give yourſelves over to 
« death, ſaying, The Lord our God ſhallde- 
« liver us?---Know ye not what I and my 
« fathers have done unto all the people of 
« other lands? Were the gods of thoſe na- 
« tions any way able to deliver them out 


« of mine hand? how much leſs ſhall your 


« God deliver you?“ 


Theſe and many more blaſphemous 


ſpeeches filled the heart of Hezekiah with 
horror, and he prayed unto the Lord, ſay- 
ing, «O Lord God of Iſrael, who dwelleſt 


«© between the cherubins ; thou art Gad, 


* even thou alone; thou haſt made heaven 


*and carth: bow down thine ear and hear; 
Ws 
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open, Lord, thine eyes, and ſee; hear the 

« words of Sennacherib, who hath ſent to 
% reproach the living God. O Lord our an 
« God, I beſeech thee, fave thou us out of m 
&« his hand, that all the kingdoms. of the 
« earth may know that thou art the Lord Vii 
% God, even thou only.”---And the Lord 
ſent an angel, who deſtroyed in one night 
the numerous army of the Aſſyrians, their 
king returning with ſhame of face to his 


own land, where he was murdered by his yc 
wicked ſons. ade 

Soon after this great Seliveradoe Heze- r 
kiah received another mark of divine fa m 


vour, being healed of a deadly diſeaſe; at pa 
which time the Lord cauſed the ſhadow ev 
of the ſun on his dial to go back ten de- Wen 
grees, as a ſign from him to Hezekiah of WW {1 
the certainty of his recovery. to 
Ambaſſadors being ſent by the King of ire 
Babylon, with a preſent and letters of con- ¶ tic 
gratulation to Hezekiah on his recovery, Wy cx 
he ſhewed them all that was curious and WW1t: 
valuable in Jeruſalem.---This action, which 
appeareth to be no more than that civility 
which is mutually paid and received by He 


Ra 
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mankind, was, as we learn from Iſaiah's re- 
proof, attended with ſecret pride. Theſe 
ambaſſadors were ſubjects of the greateſt 
monarch in the world; and poflibly Heze- 
kiah's intention, in diſplaying to them his 
riches, was the vain deſire of appearing 2 
equally great with their maſter, 
As this fault of Hezekiah's, my Children, 
is often committed evenin the loweſt ſtate 
of life, I warn you, as the true friend of- 
your happineſs, carefully to ſhun it. The 
defire of appearing above what we really 
are frequently ariſes from a deſire of being 
more reſpected; but by taking this contrary - 
path we can never obtain our end.--- What- 
ever your ſituations may be, turn all your 
endeavours to excel in them; acquaint your- 
ſelves with their duties, and ſteadily apply 
to the fulfilling them :----thus will you be 

reſpected as valuable members in your ſta- 


ſtation that is above you, be looked upon 
as intruders, and as ſuch will be deſpiſed. 

Hezekiah, after a reign of twenty- nine 
years, died, greatly lamented by his ſubjects, 
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tions; thus will you be named as worthy Ef 
examples; whereas you will, by apeing the 
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who paid every poſlible reſpect to his me. 


mory. 


Manaſſeh, the thirteenth king, inſtead of i” 
following the good example of his righte. ; 
ous father, was an idolater, practiſing many - 
abominable crimes.---The Almighty, who Wl * 
never deſireth the death of a ſinner, ſent his * 
prophets to endeavour to turn him from his * 

evil ways; notwithſtanding which Manaf th 
ſeh and his people continued to provoke g. 
the Moſt High to wrath, who permitted Ha. 
him to be carried in chains a captive into ru 
Babylon. Though the loving-kindneſs of * 
God could not ſoften the heart of Mana: to 


feh, yet his correction did; for in capti- 
vity he humbled himſelf before his Crea. 
tor, who mercifully reſtored him to liber. 
ty; and he ſpent the remainder of his days 
in penitence, uſing all his endeavours to 
promote the worſhip of the living God. 
This ſhews us, my Children, that the 
| Almighty's corrections are mercies ----he 
ſendeth them to call home ſinners from de- 
ſtruction; and if we make this uſe of them, 
we ſhall receive them as bleſſings, and for 
which weſhall renderour nds thank. 
 givings unto God. ; 


N 


later; he reigned only two years, being 
lain in a conſpiracy. 5 
Joſiah, the fifteenth king, who aſcended 


righteous from the beginning of his days,. 
and at an early period of his life devoted 
his endeavours to aboliſh idolatry, and eſta» 
bliſh the worſhip of the only God. Hilkiah. 
the prieſt having found the bookof the Law. 
ſent it unto the King, who conſulted Hul- 
dah the propheteſs concerning tlie dread-. 
ful threatenings which it contained. Huldah 
informed him that the Almighty was going 
to execute thoſe threatenings upon Judah, 
the iniquity of the people having drawn- 
down his anger ; but before theſe vilitations. 
took place Joſiah would be removed from 
this world. 
Thus, m my Children, we ſee that the good 
re always the objects of the Almighty's 
tendereſt care; an early grave to the righ-. 
feous is the ſanctuary of love appointed 
em by God; he taketh them hence from 
pproaching ſorrows, to thoſe manſions of 
lis where all ſorrow. ceaſes, and everlaſt- 
Ing — begins. 
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Amon, the fourteenth king, was an ido- 


the throne when but eight years of age, was 
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Joſiah, gathering together the elders and 
all the people, went into the Temple, where! 
they renewed the covenant with God: he 
then gaveorders for preparationsto be made 
to keep the Paſſover, which was obſerved 
with ſo great ſolemnity, that no'Paffover 
had been performed like that from the dan 

of Samuel the prophet. 
Joſiah being ſlain in war againſt the 
King of Egypt, was exceedingly lamented 
throughout his kingdom, and alfo by" the 
prophet Jeremiah. 

Religion, likeJofiah's, my Children, vic 


pas exerciſed for the benefit of all within 


his power, would in the loweſt ſtate of life 
have raiſed him to reſpect; for even many! 
who are wicked feel a reverence for piety, 
and acknowledge they admire, thoughthey 
have not reſolution to practiſe it. 
Jehoahaz, the ſixteenth king, in three 
months after he had been placed on the 
_ throne was depoſed by the King of Egypt, 
who made the brother of Jehoahaz king 
changing his name from Eliakim to Jehor 
_ akim. This prince, giving himſelf up to fn 
and idolatry, was carried captive into Bi 
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bylon, and on his return to Jerufalem was 
there ſlain. 

Jehoiachin, the ciahicentl king, after 
being on the throne a few months, was car- 
ried by Nebuchadnezzar captive to Baby- 
lon, who placed Zedekiah on the throne. 
Under this wicked king Judah was deſtroy- 
ed, ſeruſalem with the Temple being burnt; 
all the ſacred veſſels, and all the treaſures, 
both of the houſe of God and of theKing's, 
being carried to Babylon, and likewiſe all 
the people who eſcaped from the ſword.— 
This is called the Babyloniſh Captivity. 


You muſt here obſerve, my Children, the 
tender mercy of the Almighty to this re- 
bellious people. We read, that before he ſuf- 
fered the Jews to be carried into captivity 
he ſent meſſengers to exhort them to re- 
pentance, becauſe he had compaſſion on his 
people; but they mocked the meſſengers 
of God, deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed 


kis prophets, ſo that his wrath was * Wo. 


and there was no remed Ye 
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LESSON XXII. 
DIV IDED INTO*FOUR PARTS: 


J. EROBOAM, the firſt king of Iſrael, bein 
_ apprehenſive if he ſuffered his new -ſubjeds 
to go to Jeruſalem to worſhip God of their. 
returning to their former king, ordered 
wtwo golden calves to be made, and ſaying 
to the people that it was a long journey to 
Jieruſalem, prevailed on them to worſhip 
God under the likeneſs of thoſe images. 
Thus they broke the Second Commandment 
in the ſame manner that their forefathers 
had done in the wilderneſs, and I hope you 
all remember how ſeverely the Almighty 
puniſhed that tranſgreſſion. While Jero- 
boam ſtood by the altar to burn incenſe, 
a prophet, who came from Judah, foretold 
the deſtruction of it by a king of the race 
of David, named Joſiah, which prediction 
was inſtantly confirmed by the two fol- 
lowing miracles ;---the altar was rent, and 
the hand of Jeroboam, (which he had put 
forth to lay hold on the prophet) withered; MW 
* | 
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but upon the prophet's praying unto the 
Almighty to heal him. the uſe of his hand 
was reſtored. | 

Jeroboam, inviting this prophet to return 
with him to his houſe, andtake ſome refreſh. 
ment, he informed the King that the Lord 
had forbidden him to eat in that place: 
however, he ſuffered himſelf tobe prevailed 
upon by a prophet of Beth-el (who deceived 
him with a falſe relation) to fit down and 
eat with him. This tranſgreſſion was pu- 
niſhed with death, he being killed by a lion 
on his way to Judah; of which the pro- 
phet of Beth- el being informed, he convey- 
ed back the body, and laid it in his own 
ſepulchre, where he was fr On like- 
wiſe buried. 

The Joſiah, my Children, here ſpoken of 

by this prophet, was Joſiah the fifteenth 
King of Judah, who, three hundred years 
afterwards (with the reſt of the cles 
altars in Iſrael) deſtroyed that in Beth- el; at 
which time Jofiah, having aſked concern. 
ing this ſepulchre, was informed that apro- 


| Phet of Judah was laid therein, who had 
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foretold all thoſe things which he had done 1 
_ againſt the altar. | 

The ſon of Jeroboam being: lick, he de- 
fired his queen to diſguiſe herſelf, and in- 
quire of the prophet Ahijah whether his 
illneſs would prove fatal. Immediately, upon 
her entering the prophet's houſe he ac- 
quainted her that ſhe was known to him; 
that her ſon would die; and that the whole 
family of Jeroboam would be deſtroyed 
for his idolatry. This propheſy was ſoon | 
completed, his ſon dying at the time fore- 
told, and Nadad, the ſecond King of Iſrael, 
| (fon and ſucceſſor of Jeroboam) being mur. 
dered in two years after he was placed on 
the throne by Baaſha, who ſpared not one 
of the houſe of Jeroboam. 
Baaſha, the third king, was informed % 
Jehu that his poſterity would be cut off, as 
Jeroboam's had been, becauſe he continued 
the abomination of idolatry. This was ful- 
filled in the reign of his ſon Elah, the fourth 
king, who was murdered, and his whole 
family, by Zimri. 
 _ 80 ſoon as Zimri, the fifth king, was ſeat⸗ 

ed on the throne, the men of Iſrael beſieged 
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Tirzah, where he then was making Omri, 
the captain of the hoſt, their 
when Zimri heard, he ſet fire to the palace, 
and thereby put an end to his wicked lite, 

Thus, my Children, the iniquity of one 
perſon may, by the directing power of God, 


prove a ſcourge for the offences of another. 


The fin of Jeroboam- was puniſhed by the 
wickedneſs of Baaſha, and his guilt was 
chaſtiſed by the crimes of Zimri. 


Omri, the ſixth king, was guilty of many 


and horrid crimes, added to that of idola- 
try.---He built Samaria, which was after- 
| wards the capital of the kingdom of Iſrael. 

Ahab, the ſeventh king, is ſpoken of in 
the Sacred hiſtory as more wicked than 
any of his predeceſſors. In the reign of this 
king lived the great prophet Elijah, who 


was commanded by God to acquaint Ahab 


that Iſrael would be viſited with a drought 


of three years; at the beginning of which 


the Almighty inſtructed Elijah to withdraw 
to the ſide of the brook Cherith, where he 


was daily ſupplied with food by the ravens; 
thebrook at lengthdryingup, the Lordcom- 


manded him to go to the houſe of a widows 
L 2 


king; which 
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at Zarepath, whom he found preparing for c 
herſelf and fon their only remaining food; 
which melancholy circumſtance ſhe related 
to the prophet, who faid unto her, © Fear 
not; for thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, 
« Thy meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhal 
« thy oil fail, until the day that the Lord 
« ſendeth rain upon the earth.” In ſome ' 
little time after the ſon of this widow dy- 
ing, he was, at the prayers of Elijah, raiſed 
again to life; his mother, who had aſcribed 
his death to the preſence of the prophet, 
when ſhebeheld her ſon reſtored, ſaid unto 
him, “ Now by this I know that thou art 
« man of God, and that the word of the 
« Lord in thy mouth is true.“ | 
Elijah, being commanded by God to in | 
form Ahab that there ſhould again be rain, 
was met on his way by Obadiah, governor 
of the King's houſe, who, notwithſtanding 
his maſter was the moſt wicked of men, 
nobly maintained his integrity, and dared 
to be righteous himſelf, though placed in N 
the midſt of ſinners and idolaters. Jezebel, h 
the queen, had ordered all the prophets of c 
God to be deſtroyed, but by the pious care 
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of Obadiah one hundred were oraftined,. 
whom he comforted and pore in their 

concealment. | 
Whenever you can bee my Chil- 
dren, avoid dwelling in the tents of ungod- 
lineſs, it is abſolutely right ſo- to do; but 
if your duty demands you to be there, it can- 
not, without your own conſent, oblige you 
to be unrighteous; on the contrary, it may 
afford you the bleſſed power of being the 
protector or aſſiſtant of thoſe who other- 
wiſe might have fallen victims to the ex- 
ample or enticement of the wicked: you 
may guard them againſt the falſe promiſes 
of ſin; you may acquaint them of the cer- 

tain happineſs to which righteoufneſs will 
lead; you may aſſure them of their Ma- 

ker's being always by their ſide, who will 
ſtrengthen every good purpoſe in their 
hearts, ſupport them under every trial, 

and cover them with his love in all danger. 
Obadiah having made known that Elijah 
was approaching, the King wentout to meet 
him, and ſaid unto him, “ Art thou he who 


made anſwer, I have not troubled elt 4 


« troubleth Iſrael?” To which the prophet = 


102 The Schoolniſireſ Let XIII 


ce but thou, and thy father's houſe, in that 
< ye have forſaken the Lord, and followed 
% Baalim. If the Lord be God, ſerve him; 
« but if Baal is, then ſerve him.? 
Elijah then propoſed that the prieſts 
ſhould offer aſacrifice unto Baal, and that 
he would offer one to the Lord; that nei- 
ther ſhould provide any fire ;----that each 
ſhould call on the name of their God, and 
that the deity who ſent fire down from hea- 
ven ſhould be acknowledged the true one. 
This being agreed to, each prepared their 
victim; .- that for Baal remained untouched; 
but that for the Lord was by fire from hea- 
ven immediately conſumed. When the peo- 
ple beheld this miracle, they fell on their 
faces, ſaying, „The Lord, he is the God; 
« the Lord, he is the God.“ Elijah then or- 
dered all the prieſts of Baal to be put to 
death, in which he obeyed the command of 
God given in the law of Moſes. 
Ahab, having an inclination to a vine- 
yard which joined to his garden, ſent for 
Naboth the owner, and offered either to 
buy it, or give him another in exchange; 
but Naboth, knowing this was contrary 
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to the coined of God, (which forbade 
the Iſraelites to difpoſe of their land) refuſ- 
ed him. This being told to Jezebel, ſhe 
gave orders for Naboth, upon a falſe accuſa- 
tion, to be put to death, defiring'the king 
would then take poſſeſſion of his vineyard. 
So ſoon as this very horrid deed was com- 
mitted, Elijah acquainted Ahab that the 
Lord would cut off both him and Jezebel 
for their iniquities, and likewiſe all their 
poſterity. 

I ſhall not, my Children, dwell upon El- 
jah's denunciation, which followed ſwiftly 
the crime of Ahab and Jezebel, becauſe you 
are already informed that every ſin com- 
mitted, either publicly or in private, muſt 
be known unto God, and by him will cer- 
tainly be puniſhed ; but 1 ſhall ſpeak of the 
behaviour of Naboth, it being a pattern for 
you to obſerve. When he refuſed his vine- 
yard to Ahab, he reſpectfully rendered 2 
juſt reaſon for ſo doing; had he rudely gi- 
ven a denial he would have tranſgreſſed in 
his duty to his betters. All the command- 
ments being made by God, your duty to 
him requires your obſervance of each, and 
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they are made ſo perfect, that the fulfil. 
ling of one can never occaſion the breaking 
of another; therefore, if your duty to God cli 
ſhould ever oblige you to refuſe any re. m. 
gueſt made by your ſuperior, take care to 
do it with relpedt, leſt you offend in your 
duty to your betters, unto whom you are an 
commanded to order yourſe]ves: lowly and Bil © 
| men | | 10. 
Ahaziah, the eighth king, having recel- 
ved a fall, ſent meſſengers to his idol Baal. Wi © 1 
zebub to know if he ſnould recover; Elijah 
meeting theſe meſſengers, ſaid unto them, 
«© Go tell your maſter, thus ſaith the Lord, WW we 
&« Is it not becauſe there is not a God in 
« [{rael that thou ſendeſt to inquire of Baal- 
« zebub ? Therefore thou ſhalt not come Wil th: 
* down from that bed on which thou art 
gone up, but ſhalt ſurely die.”--- Ahaziah 
having ſent a body of ſoldiers to ſecure Eli- up 
jah, the Almighty cauſed fire to fall from thi 
heaven and deſtroy them; the king then thi 
| ſent another party, which were likewiſe 
thusdeſtroyed.---We behold in this miracle, 
my Children, that the ſame ſtroke by which Wil © 
the wicked periſhed the righteons mal Ba 
was preſerved, | 
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Though Jehoram, the ninth king, put 
down the worſhip of Baal, we read that he 
cleaved to the ſins of Jeroboam, which 
meaneth, that he continued to worſhip the 
golden calves. 

Elijah having, by the — of Godz 
anointed Eliſha as a prophet, ſaid unto him; 
« What ſhall Ido for thee beforel am taken 
«hence?” to which Eliſha made anſwer, 1 
«pray thee let a double portion of bo ſpi- 
« rit be upon me.“ 

Elijah, knowing that the hour was come 
in which he ſhould be removed from this 
world, attempted many times to prevail 
on Eliſha to leave him, but he would not 
be perſuaded to quit his maſter; and· while 
they were talking Elijah was taken up to 
heaven in a chariot of fire. 

The mantle of Elijah falling, it was taken 
up by Eliſha, who procured a paſſage throꝰ 
the river Jordan, by fmiting the waters 
therewith, as Elijah had. done - ſome little 
time before. 

Upon Eliſha's entering the city of Beth. 
el, ſome wicked children inſulted him, ſay. 
ing, „Go up, thou Baldhead.” This ſhame. 
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ful behaviour wasimmediately puniſhed by 
God, who cauſed two bears to comeout of 
the wood and devour them. 
| Theſe wicked young people, my Chil. 
dren, I imagine always laughed at the aged, 
and therefore it pleafed the Almighty to 
cut them down in the flower of their days; 
but I truſt your behaviours will be ſuch a 
becometh the children of God, by whom 
you are commanded to riſe up before the 
hoary head, and to honour the face of the 
ancient man. 
The King of Iſrael, who was at war with 


the Moabites, paſſing with the King of ]u- 


dah and the King of Edom (who affliſted 
him) through the wilderneſs of Edom, were 
greatly diſtreſſed for water, which Eliſha} 
miraculouſly procured them, and by the 
fame miracle made them victorious over 
the Moabites. 
The widow of one of the FRG that 15 
diſciples, of the prophets, being in the deep 
eſt diſtreſs, related her unhappy ſituation to 
Eliſha, who inquired whether ſhe had any 
thing valuable remaining? She replied, tha 
all ſhe had left was one cruſe of oil. Eliſh 
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then bade her to borrow a confideritle 
number of veſſels, and, aided by her ſons, 
to pour oil into each, which ſhould conti. 
nue to increaſe tall all the veſſels were full. 
The woman having done according to Eli- 
{ha's direction, acquainted him therewith, 
who told her to ſell the oil, and, after dif- 
charging her debt, to live with her children 
upon the money that remained. 
Thus we are taught, that righteous pa- 
ents are laying up treaſure in heaven for 
heir children, of which they can never be 
deprived but by themſelves; for while they 
are good the Almighty is their guardian, 
and he never will withdraw his tender care, 
nleſs they wickedly depart from him. | 
A Shunammite woman, with her huſ- 
and, having ſhewn much kindneſs to Eli- 
ha, paying him every reſpect becauſe he 
vas an holy man, were promiſed by the 
prophet a ſon, which was accordingly ful - 
led. In after-time the boy, being in the 
eld wit h his father, was ſuddenly taken ill 
nd carried home, where he died in the lap 
df his mother, which ſne making known to 
liſha, he prayed unto the Lord, and raiſed | 
heir child * to life. 
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There having been, through 1 ignorance, 
ſomething poiſonous mixed in the pottage 
prepared for the diſciples of the prophets, 


it was, by Eliſha's caſting in ſome meal ll © 
immediately rendered fit for uſe. 8 
There being only twenty barley loaves Wl © 

_ when an hundred men were to be fed, tie *© 
ſervant of Eliſha acquainted him that there t 
was not ſufficient to ſet before them; bu t 
Eli ſha ſaid unto him, Thus ſaith the Lord A 

« they ſhall eat, and ſhall leave thereof in 
And according to the word of the Lag i W 
it was. of 
Naaman, captain of the hoſt of the King 2t 
of Syria, having the leproſy, a little Hebrenliil © 
maid, who had been taken captive by tit We 
Syrians, and lived ſervant with Naamam Pe 
wife, expreſſing an earneſt wiſh that hen 
maſter was with Eliſha, who would cee. 
tainly reſtore him, he determined upd kn 

| going to Samaria; and the King of Sy 5": 
ſent a letter to the King of Iſrael, when ley 
in he deſired that Naaman might be hei © 
ed. When the King of Iſrael read the le rec 
ter he was exceedingly diſquieted, ſaying 5 


7 Am [ God, to kill and to make alive, th 
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« this man ſendeth his ſervant unto me to 

_ « be reſtored ?---Heſurely ſeeketh aquarrel 

. againſt me.”---Eliſha, being informed of 
this, ſent unto the king, ſaying Where- 


« fore art thou troubled ? let him come to 


« me, and he ſhall know that there is a pro- 
« phet in Iſrael.”---Naaman then went to 
Wy the houſe of Eliſha, who ſent him word 
to waſh ſeven times in the river Jordan, 
and he ſhould be clean.As Naaman had 
mmagined that ſomething extraordinary 
oF would be performed, he went from thedoor 
of Eliſha greatly diſſatisſied, faying to his 
nel attendants, Are not the rivers of Da- 
oa © maſcus better than all the waters of 
h © liracl?”--- However, his fervants, who ap- 
no pear to have exceedingly loved their maſter, 
e entreated him to make the trial; to whoſe 
cel requeſt he ſeemeth to have complied, 
knowing. that it proceeded from their - 
grateful affection; and, after having dipped 
even times in the water, he was perfectly 
cured of his leproſy.---Naaman going di- 
rectly to Eliſha, ſaid unto him, Now I 
know that there is no God in all the earth 
« but in Iſrael.---] pray thee take a preſent 
| | K | 


who puniſhed his crimes by afflicting him 
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« of thy ſervant.”---But Eliſha ſaid unto 
him, As the Lord liveth, before whom 
« | ſtand, I will receive none.”---Naaman 
then aſked permiſſion to take with him 
two mules burden of the earth of Samaria, 
to raiſe in his own land an altar to the living 
God, being determined never after to offer 
either burnt- offering or ſherilits but unts 

the Lord. 
$80 ſoon as Naaman had ee from 
Samaria, Gehazi, ſervant to Eliſha; went 
after him, and in the name of his maſter 
aſked of him a talent of filver and two 
_ changes of raiment: but Naaman, who had 
longed to pay Eliſha ſome tribute of gra- 
titude, inſiſted upon his taking back two. 
When Gehazi appeared before his maſter, 
he queſtioned him where he had been? to 
which Gehazi replied, «© Thy ſervant went 
« no where.” This lie, which Gehazi told 
to conceal a diſhoneſt deed, was, with the 
deed, immediately detected by his maſter, 


with the dreadful diſeaſe of which Na 
man had been cured. 
he conduct of Nenne s maid, andthe 
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prophet Eliſha's man, I hope, my Children, 
you will carefully conſider : in Gehaai you 
behold the thief and the liar diſcovered, 
notwithſtanding he had as much reaſon as 
any wicked perſon whatever to hope that 
his guilt would be ſecret: his maſter ha- 
ving been a prophet maketh no difference, 
for his offences were known unto God, and 
by him revealed to Eliſha.---The behaviour 
of Naaman's maid L have always imagined 
to be ſuch as muſt have procured her the 
regard of her maſter and miſtreſs. There 
is every reaſon for ſuppoſing that Naaman 
was a truly worthy man, and from which 
I conclude that he cauſed the little captive 
to be treated with humanity ; this, adding 
gratitude to the duty which ſhe owed him 
as his ſervant, occaſioned her ſo carneſtly 
to with him with the prophet of God to 
be healed.---Notwithſtanding theſe and di- 
vers other miracles wrought by Eliſha, they 
made no impreſſion upon Jehoram, for 
when Samaria was beſieged by the Syrians, - 
which occaſioned a moſt dreadful famine, - 
he ſought the life of the prophet, dechring 
him to be the cauſe of thoſe calamitics. + 
K 2 
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Eliſha having predicted that the Samari. 


tans ſhould. on the following day experi. 


ence the moſt aſtoniſhing plenty, a lord on 
whom the king leaned derided his prophe- 
iy, ſaying, © Could this come to paſs even if 
«the Lord were to make windows in hea- 
ce ven?” To which Eliſha replied, that his 
eyes ſhould ſee the plenty, but that he ſhould 
not eat thereof. This was fulfilled ; for on 
the day that he beheld Samaria delivered 
from war, and flowing with plenty, he was 
cruſhed to death in the gate, of which the 
king had appointed him keeper. | 
Jehu being, by the command of God, 


anointed the tenth king of Iſrael, he imme. 


diately put to death Jehoram, his wicked 
mother Jezebel, and all thoſe who remain- 


ed of the houſe of Ahab, by which the pro- 
pheſy of Elijah was fulfilled,---namely, that 


all the poſterity of Ahab ſhould be cut off 
for his abominable iniquities. 

Jehu having gathered together all the 
worſhippers of Baal, by proclaiming a ſo- 
lemn aſſembly for him, ordered them to 


be put to death, his houſe to be deſtroyed, 


and the worſhip of that idol to be utterly 
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aboliſhed; nevertheleſs his heart was not 
right with the Lord, becauſe he continued 
the worſhip of the golden calves, and for 
which we read that in his days the Lord 
began to cut Iſrael ſhort, that is, to ſuffer 
Hazael King of Syria to oppreſs the Iſrael- 
ites. 

Jehoahaz, the eleventh king, continaing 
the idolatrous worſhip of his father, was 


equally oppreſſed by the Syrians; yet upon 
his praying unto God for aſſiſtance, he mer. 


cifully hearkened to his ſupplication, not- 
withſtanding which Jehoahaz forgot the 
Lord who had preſerved him, and remain- 
ed a ſhameful idolater. 

Joaſh, the twelfth king, was alſo an 3 
later, and yet it ſhould ſeem, from the grea 


reſpet which he entertained for the _ 


phet of God, that his conſcience went not 
with his ways,---Many of the kings of Iſrael 
would moſt undoubtedly have worthipped 


the living God, had not a miſtaken view to 


worldly intereſt prevented them; for tho? 
there was nota ſingle kingofthe Ten Tribes 
who did not follow the ſin of Jeroboam, 


there were e many who aboliſhed all other 
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idolatry ; but that of the golden calves hav. 65 
ing been introduced from policy by the firſt vi 
king, it was by each of his ſucceſſors kept ti 
up from the ſame motive. 72 
fleroboam, the thirteenth king, continued 
an idolater, notwithſtanding the Almigh- A 
ty, in tenderneſs to Iſrael, bleſſed him with BM hi 
many ſuccefles over his enemies. I 
Zechariah, the fourteenth king, was alſo m 
an idolater; he was ſlain by Shallum in fix fo 
months after he had aſcended the throne. te. 
Shallum, the fifteenth king, reigned on - foi 
ty one month, being flain by Menahem. ha 
Menahem, the ſixteenth king, beſides be. fai 
ing an idolater, was guilty of the moſ Wl po 
fhocking cruelties that an heart given up 5 
to wickedneſs could invent. Wh 
Pekahiah, the ſeventeenth king, was like. Wi i ng 
wife an idolater; he was flain in his palace mi: 
by one of his captains, having * in nu 
Samaria two years. kin 
Pekah, the eighteenth king, was- an ido- ri 
| later; in his days many of the Ifraclites were Wl Go 
carried captive to Aﬀyria; he was ſlain by of 
Hoſhea, who was the nineteenth and lait ¶ I ſhip 
king of the Ten, Tribes, for in his reign the mis 
defiroyed by the King of Al- rita 


Kingdom Was 
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ſyria, who carried the Iſraelites into capti- ; 
vity. Thus, by the wickedneſs and ingrati- 
tude of this people, was the kingdom of 11 f 
rae] brought to deſtruction. | 
The merciful deſign, my Children, of the 
Almighty, in all the miracles performed by 
his prophets, was to convince the ſtubborn 
Iſraelites that he alone was God; and-tho? 
many appear to have been wrought either 
for the preſervation or reward of the righ- 
teons, yet were they principally wrought 
for thetr conviction, as the Almighty could 
have preſerved his prophets, and blefled his 
faithful fervants,, without 3 his 
power unto Hrael. 

Thoſe ſubjects of the King of Aſſyria 
who were fent to dwell in Samaria, follow- 
ing their falſe worſhip, were by the Al- 
mighty afflicted with lions, who deſtroyed 
numbers of the people; whereupon their 
king ſent one of the Ifraclitiſh prieſts to in- 
ſtruct them in the worſhip of the living 
God; they continued, however, the ſervice 


thipped the God of heaven. From this 
mixed religion ſprang the {ect called 8 


ritans. 


— EAA 


of their idols, notwithſtanding they wor- 
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__ LESSON XXIII. 

Tux book of Ezra, my Children, informs 
you that the Jews, after having been ſe. 
venty years in captivity, were permitted 
by Cyrus to return into Judea, and rebuild 
the city of Jerufalem and the Temple of 
God, under the direction of Zerubbabel, 2 
prince of Judah, and Jeſhua the high prieſt. 
When the Jews had laid thefoundation of 
the Temple, thoſe ancient people, who re- 
membered the beautiful one which was 
built by Solomon, and deſtroyed by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, could not refrain from tears; 
however, though the magnificence of the 
fecond Temple was by no means equal to 
the firſt, yet it far furpaſſed it in glory. 
« will, faith the Lord of Hoſts, (by his 
« prophet Haggai) fill this houſe with glory; 
* and the glory of this latter houſe ſhall 
* be greater than that of the former.“ 
This was accompliſhed by the preſence of 

the Son of God, the Divine Babe being car- 
ried there ſhortly after he was born, which 
fulfilled this propheſy of Malachi, “ The 
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« Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come 
« to his Temple,” 

Many were the difficulties which the 
Jews had to encounter, their undertaking 
being oppoſed by ſome of the neighbouring 
nations, and likewiſe by the Samaritans; 
but the Almighty was mercifully pleaſed 
to ſend his prophets to comfort and encou- 
rage them; and in the reign of Darius they 
were ſuffered to proceed with the build - 
ing, receiving from that King noble ſup- 
plies to enable them to complete it; and by 
whom they were required (though an Hea- 
then) to offer unto the living God prayers. 
and facrifices for him and his family. 

In about four years, the Temple being 
finiſhed and dedicated, the Paſſover was ce- 
ebrated with equal joy and folemnity. 

Ezra, who was a prieſt of. great know- 
edge and piety, effected divers regulations 
among theJews, particularly that ofputting 
away their idolatrous wives, many having 
ontracted thoſe unlawful marriages. ; but it 

uſt be obſerved, that their readily conſent- 
ng to do ſo is a mark that they were ſen« 
ble of their fault, and deſirous to amends 
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LESSON XXIV. 


Tus book of Nehemiah, my Children, 
carries on the hiſtory of the Jews after they 

had finiſhed the Temple. 
Ihe ruinous condition of the city of ſe. 
ruſalem being a deep affliction to that righ. 
teous man Nehemiah, (who was cup-bearer 
to King Artaxerxes) he fervently implored 
the Almighty to behold it with compaſſion, 
and to incline the heart of the king his me 
ſter to permit him to go unto Jeruſalem, 
and build up the wall of the city. Nehe- 
miah, whom it plainly appeareth had con- 
ducted himſelf with exceeding goodnels 
and juſtice in his ſituation, was highly re 
garded by his maſter, who perceiving hin 
to be in trouble, moſt tenderly inquired 
the cauſe, which Nehemiah acquainted hin 
with, and requeſting his leave to go to ſe 
ruſalem, the king with great kindneſs con- 
ſented. 
This ſhews you, my Children, chat i 

whatever nation your ſtate of life maj 
place you, if you carry there a righteow 
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heart, it cannot fail to make you friends. 
There are good people in every country, 
and the good always ſhew kindneſs to thoſe 
who deſerve it. If their religion or cuſtoms 
ſhould differ from thoſe of your own na- 
tion, remember that your religion forbiddeth 
you to laugh at or ridicule either: regard 
not unkindneſs from ſome, and reſent not 
rude things that others may ſay of your 
religion or-country, but conſider that there 
are wicked and ignorant perſons in every 
nation as well as your own: be careful to 
behave with civility to every one, reſpect- 
fully to all who are good, and to ſilently 
avoid keeping company with thoſe who are 
not ſo : remember that the ſick, and thoſe 
in any other affliction, have a right to your 
aſliflance, your tenderneſs, and your good 
will : ſuch behaviour will aſk much better 
than words whether your religion and 
country deſerve to be deſpiſed ; this will 
be ſhewing unto the wicked the beauty of 
olineſs, and you may poſſibly be the means 
of turning ſome to their duty, by thus mo- 
deſtly and Readily purſuing your own. As 
it may not be in your power to worſhip 


— 
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God in public according to the manner 
vhich your religion directs, (and you muſt 
not do it in any other) be doubly attentive 
to perform it in private; you know that he 
will be preſent wherever you are; that he 
will direct your heart to do always that 
which is right, and guard you in all danger, 
ghoſtly and bodily, if you ſtedfaſtly cleave 
unto him. 
Inſtructed and e by the wil 


dom, piety, and diligence, of Nehemiah, the 
Jews completed the wall of the city, which 
was dedicated with heart-felt thankſgiving 
and grateful joy. 

Many are the times, I hope, my dex 
Children! that you will read the book of 
Nehemiah both with pleaſure and advan- 
tage; the prayer in the ninth chapter, d 
which there cannot be any thing more glo- 
rious, you will thoroughly underſtand 
becauſe you are now ſo well e 
with the whole hiſtory of the Jews; and 

the behaviour of Nehemiah in each ation 
of his life was ſuch as every one muſt en. 
deavour to follow; for though neither d 
* will ever be 9 to the king, a 
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governor of 2 city, yet you will be placed 
in ſome ſtation, and whatever that ſation 


may prove, like him you may be righte- 


ous ; you may abhor every kind of unlaw- 
ful gain; you may keep a diſintereſted heart 


that ſcorns to be covetous, and that ſingeth 


for joy whenever it can caſt a mite into the 
treaſury: and believe your old miſtreſs, m 
Children, if prudence is faithfully obſerved, 
this is a bleſſing that you may often enjoy. 
Let no ill adviſer perſuade you that careful- 
neſs is ſtingineſs; for the firſt is a virtue, and 
the laſt is a vice. If the rich who are good 
were not more prudent than many of the 
poor, they would not be able to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, and relieve the 
lick and the priſoner; every one could, if 
they ſo pleaſed, ſpend their whole income, 
but the goodnefsof their heart directs a por- 
tion to be given; and yet*that glorious eco- 
nomy which ſaves in order to beſtow, hath 
often by the wicked been called ſtinginęſi. 
Some years ago a rich gentleman in Lon- 
don, at one of the times when wheat was 
very dear, being applied to by the pariſh 
officers, who were making a collection for 
L 
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the benefit of the poor, anſwered that he 
would ſpeak to them as ſoon as he had 
finiſhed the buſineſs he was about ;---which 
buſineſs was reproving his maid for having 
put a long piece of candle into the fire. 


He then aſked the officers how they intend. 
ed to lay out the money? and being ſatiſ- 


fied with their reply, took out his pocket- 


book and gave them a piece of paper. When 
they were out of the houſe they opened it, 
and to their aſtoniſhment it was an hundred 
pounds note. The ſum being much greater 
than any body had given, they thought it 
Tas a miſtake, and therefore carried it back. 
When the gentleman looked at it, he ſaid, 
«« No; it is not a miſtake; Ideſigned giving 
ce an hundred pounds; but I know what 
& made you think that it was; you heard 
„ me angry with my ſervant for waſting 
a piece of candle, and concluded that: 
« careful man muſt be a covetous one; but 
« the miſtake lies with you, for whoever 
is deſirous of relieving the diſtreſſed, will 
be prudently careful in order to enable 
« himſelf to do ſo.” 
Remember, my ** chrough 


out your lives, never to be guilty of any 
waſte; for the great pattern of mankind, the 
Son of God, ſet the example of carefulneſs 

himſelf, who, when he had fed the multi- 


tude by a miracle, making five loaves and 
two ſmall fiſh ſufficient to feed five thou-- 


ſand people, ordered the fragments to be 


gathered up that nothing might be loſt. 
LESSON XV. 


You learn from the hiſtory of Eſther, my 
Children, a duty which is highly pleaſing 
both in the ſight of God and man,---the 
love of your country. 

We read that it was death by the law for 
anyonetopreſent themſelves before the king 
without they were commanded by him to 
do ſo; notwithſtanding which Eſther ven- 
tured to approach him, and uſe all her en- 
deavours to ſave her people from deſtruc- 
tion. She conſidered, as every good per- 
ſon does, that ſhe was not born for herſelf 
alone; and when the ſafety of her nation 
was at ſtake, it was her duty to riſk even 
her life for its preſervation. 

L 2 
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If fear had prevailed, and the Jews had 
beer. put to death, Eſther would have de- 
ſtroyed her happinefs by having taken 2 
guilty method to ſecure it; for her conſci. 
ence would daily have reproached her as 
the murderer of her people, becauſe ſhe had 
not uſed her endeavours to preſerve them. 

This muſt teach you, that neither fear 


nor ſhame, threats nor promiſes, ſhould 


prevent you from doing what your conſci- 
ence tells you to be right. -Conſcience, my 


Children, is a guide which the Almighty 


hath given to each of us; it is placed in our 
breaſt, to teach us to do thoſe things which 
ought to be done, and to warn us againſt 


doing thoſe things which ought not to be 


done. Begin, in your young days, to conſult 
your faithful little guide; it cannot deceive 
you, becauſe it came from God ; and if you 
follow its direction, unto God it will carry 


vyouz but if you attempt to caſt it off, if you 
ever dare to commit an action which con- 


ſcience ſtrictly forbiddeth, it will. be as 3 


fiery ferpent at your heart, whoſe bite wall 


prove intolerable. 
To love our country is the ag of us 
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all, but the duty of defending it I muſt tell 
to you boys. -The nation you are born in 
is your parent nation; it is called your Mo- 
ther- country, and as your mother you muſt 
love it: now, where is the boy that would 
hear his mother was in danger, and not run 
to her aſſiſtance? His duty, his love, and his 
courage, all teach him to defend his mo- 
ther. It is thus, my dear Boys! you muſt 
do by your mother- country; when ſhe is 
in danger you muſt remember. that you are 
her ſons. 

The wretchedneſs of Haman, my dear 
children is the wretchedneſs that will 
ever attend thoſe wicked people who either 
envy or hate another: his building a gal- 
lows for Mordecai, and being hanged upon 
it himſelf, muſt be a laſting leſſon to you 
never to do or wiſh any thing to another 
that you would not have done unto your- 
telves, but to conſtantly remember that the 
eye of the Lord is upon all your actions, 
and that he likewiſe knoweth your inmoſt 
thoughts ; that to him every heart is open,. 

every deſire known, and from whom no 
ſecret can be hidden. 
Lz 


cd with every bleſſing, reduced to the low. 


1 

| | te 
LESSON AXXVI. E 

N 


| Y ov an ſeen, i in the hiſtory of Job, my 
Children, a man, who was once ſurround. 


eſt ſtate of miſery.- His behaviour in both 
theſe fituations you muſt my carefully ats 


When he was rich he enjoyed his poi. 
ſeſſions by fearing God and eſche wing evil. 
He ſet not his heart upon his gold, nor 
faid to it, Thou art my confidence; but, in 
humble imitation of the Author and Giver 


of every good gift, he opened his hand and his 
blefſed all around him. The fatherleſs ate die 
of his bread, and he caufed the widow's VIC 
heart to ſing for joy. He left not the poor cen 
to periſh, and he clothed the naked with he, 
the fleece of his ſheep. He lived in peace og 
and good-will with his neighbour, nor fuf. f 
fered his mouth to fin by wiſhing evil even 
to thoſe who hated him. He was a tender by 
and a righteous father, making offerings wic 
to the Almighty for all his children. He mot 
was a kind and good maſter, refuſing not virt 
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to hear the juſt complaints of his ſervants, 
He was upright in all his dealings, and. 
righteouſneſs clothed him as a garment; 

| When calamities encompaſſed him like a 
whirlwind, ſtripping him of. all his mighty 
poſſeſſions, and, of what was much dearer, 
his children, he fell down and worſhipped 
the Almighty, ſaying,* The Lord gave, and 
« the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the. 
« name of the Lord 

When his body was afflited with a fore- 
diſeaſe, even from the ſole of his foot unto 


lvingGod, (ſhe being an idolatreſs) derided: 
his integrity, and told him to curſe God and 
die, he did not reſent her unnatural beha- 
viour to Him, but only rebuked her inde- 
cent expreſſions of his God. What,” ſaid 
he, “ ſhall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and ſhall we not receive evil? Thou 
* ſpeakeſt fooliſhneſs.” 

His very friends added to his ſufferings, 
by cruelly fappoſing that he muſt have been 
wicked, becauſe he was afflicted, and, in the 
moſt aggravating manner, turned even his 
Virtues to a crime,---ſaying, © Thy words 
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his crown, and his wife, who ſerved not the _ 
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. toucheth thee, and thou art troubled.--- 


Whoever periſhed being innocent? and 


when were the righteous cut off ?.---If 
«thou wert pure and upright, ſurely God 


e would make the habitation of ty righ. 


« teouſneſs proſperous.” _ 
Afflictions ſo heavy appear tous inſupport- 
able, yet ſuch is the ſtrength of piety, that 


it ſuſtained Job to the laſt ;. for in all this 
he ſinned not, nor charged God fooliſhly; 
and therefore the Almighty rewarded his 


virtue, by doubling to him his former poſ- 


_ feſſions, and bleſſing his latter-end even 


more than his beginning. 

I hope, my Children, you obſerved how 
highly the Almighty was diſpleafed with 
Job's friends for daring to conclude that he 


was wicked becauſe he was afflicted ; and 


as this is a fault which the poor commit 


much oftener than the rich, (ariſing from 


their ignorance) I think it my duty to in- 
form you that the Lord will not hold thoſe 


|  guiltleſs who do it after they have been 
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Hh Fs Zoot have upholden him that was falling, and 
s thou haſt comforted the feeble; but now 
| « it is come upon thee thou. fainteſt, it 
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taught that it is offending their Maker. You: | It if 
muſt remember, that * whom the Lord lo- 2 
« yeth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every © 


« ſon whom he receiveth. This you plainly 


ſe in the hiſtory of Job, whoſe affliftions 
were ſo uncommonly ſevere, and yet he 


was pronounced by his Maker to be a _ 
fect and an upright man. 

Every virtue of Job's I hope will be writ. 
ten upon your hearts; but, above all, Imuſt 
ſpeak of his charity, that being a duty 


which the poor too often imagine is only. 
to be performed by the rich. 

The body of people called the Poor muſt 
not be miſtaken for a body of people in ab. 
ſolute want; they are ſo-called to diſtinguiſh 
them from tradeſmen, as they are ſo call. 
ed to diſtinguiſh them from gentlemen ;. 
but the poor, when in health and employ- 
ment, if honeſt, ſober, and induftrious, whe- 
ther they-are labourers, fervants, or any 
other calling which the poor follow, de 
very well according to their ſtation : but 
in time of ſcarcity, ſickneſs, old age, or 
where there is a very large family, they 
hen are objects ol compaſſion to thoſe 
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above them, who know it to be their. duty 
to yield them ſome affiſtance, 

The people in abſolute want are thoſe 
hom either accident or illneſs hath depri. 
ved of the means to get their daily bread, 
who languiſh in poverty, and perhaps 
without any one to give them the neceſſz- 

ries or help which ſuch a ſtate wanteth; 


thoſe are the objects that. the Almighty re- 


quireth the poor, who are able, to aſſiſt; 
each neighbour muſt take their turn to nurſe 
them, to give them a little broth, gruel, or 
any other thing that the ſick can eat or 
drink, which they have in their power to 
| beſtow: they muſt make their diſtreſſed 
caſe known, and if they have the laying 
out of their money, do it with the ſtricteſt 
| Honeſty and the greateſt care. If the fick 
perſon hath children, it is great charity to 
give an eye to them, and as often as pol- 
fible afford them a meal, for it. is relieving 
the unhappy ſufferers greatly to know that 
their children are not without a friend. 
Theſe are things which the poor who art 
in health and employment can very well do; 
and as they are aſſured that thoſe who git 


to the poor (which meaneth the diſtreſſed) 

lendeth to the Lord, I ſhould imagine they 
would take every . perform- 
ing it. 

By doing thus, my dear Children.! you 
may partake of the happineſs, in your 
humble ſituations, which Job enjoyed in his 
higheſt proſperity ; for the bleſſing of thoſe 
who were ready to periſh will come upon 
you, of the friendleſs, and of thoſe who had 
none to help. 


LESSON XXVII. 


Tur Platms, my Children, were moſtly 
written by David, who in ſome of them ex · 
preſſes his high adoration of the attributes 
ot God, that is, of his properties or excel- 
WE iencies, as thus---His Omnipotence, which 
wmeaneth his power, and by which he cre- 
ted the heavens, the earth, the ſea, and all 
(Wl that they contain. His Omnipreſence, 
whichmeaneth his preſence every where. 
ey © Canany, faith the Lord, “hide himſelf in 
;W © fecret places that I ſhall not ſee him? Ds - - 
cl © 2ot Ifill heaven and earth? —-His Omni- 
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ſcience, which meaneth his perfect know. 


ti 

ledge of all things both preſent and to come; 4 
as, for inſtance, he declared (by his prophet di 
Iſaiah) two hundred years before it came to te 
paſs, that a king of the name of Cyrus would ar 
give the Jews permiſſion to return to jeru. « 
ſalem and rebuild the Temple of God. - th 
God is alſo Eternal, which meaneth, that he eq 
was without beginning, and'ss without end, fo1 
He is All Good, it being from him that lei 
every good and perfect gift proceedeth. - be 
He is All Juſt, and therefore whatever he ly 

| hath ſaid that he will do unto man moſt al WI feſ 
ſuredly he will perform.---He is All Mercy, WW on 
for his mercy created us, his mercy pro of « 
tecteth us, and it was from his mercy that WM led 
we received that ineſtimable gift, his bleſſed WF der 
Son, who, after having taught us that reli: lati 
gion which we call (from his name) the ing 
Chriſtian religion, ſuffered death upon the of « 
croſs, and thereby made a full, perfect, and told 

_ ſufficientfacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfaction, ſuffe 
+ for the ſins of the whole world,----Othen aſce 
rxre prayers and ſupplications made by Dr R 
vid unto God in divers fituations and cit: = 
thoſ, 


cumſtances. In ſome he confeſſeth by 
e | 
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tranſgreſſions, and entreateth forgiveneſs ; d 
—in others he recounteth his dangers and 
diſtreſſes, imploreth the Almighty's pro- 
tection, expreſſeth the firmneſs of his truſt, 
and declareth his obedience to his holy will. 
---Many are hymns of gratitude, praiſe, and 
thankſgiving, either for victories obtain- 
ed, or deliverance from his enemies, or for 
ſome other bleſling received.---Others are 
leſſons of inſtruction, which are equally to 
beobſerved by us as by theJews, they ſtrong- 
ly enforcing obedience unto God, the con- 
feſſing and forſaking of our ſins, reliance 
onhis mercy, reſignation to his will, aſenſe 
of our unworthineſs, and grateful acknow- - 
ledgments of his loving-kindneſs and ten- 
der mercies to his creatures. Some are re- 
lations of particular circumſtances reſpett- 
ing the Hraelites; · and in ſome the coming 
of our bleſſed Lord is predicted or fore- 
told, the eſtabliſhment of his kingdom, his 
ſufferings, his deſcending into hell, and, his 
aſcenſion into heaven. ; 
Remember, my Children, what I hw 72 
told you, and then you will underſtand 
thoſe beautiful compoſitions of whic hlhave 
M 
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now been ſpeaking.--It muſt be obſerved 
that David, throughout his life, was a ſtran. 
ger to deſpair; for even when under divine 
correction for offences that he ſhuddered 
to reflect on, ſuch was his truſt in the mer. 
cy of that God whom he adored, that he 
Keadily hoped an heart-felt contrition and 
a thorough amendment of his ways would 
be ſealed with forgiveneſs, and his iniqui- 
ties blotted out.---How wide, then, ſhould 
Chriſtians keep from deſpair! who have, if 
they fincerely repent, and endeavour tq do 
that which is right, the perfect Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs pleading for their pardon to the 

Father of mercy, and whoſe blood is ſuff-. 
ctent to waſh out all their miſdeeds. But 
this muſt never be forgotten, that it is 
only from unfeigned repentance, an entire 
amendment of your lives, and an unſhaken 
belief in the all-ſufticient merits of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, that pardon can ever be obtained. 
Bind theſe words on your memories, write 
them on the tablets of your hearts, for it 
is on your obſervance of them that the far 
vation of your ſouls * NE 
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LESS ON XXVIIL 


Tas Book: of Piovects; iy hllithol, 

which was written by Solomon, opens with 

Wiſdom ſpeaking to mankind. The advice 
which ſhe giveth ſhould be ſeriouſly attend 
ed to, and all her inſtructions moſt faithfully 
followed.---In chapter the ninth, Wiſdom 
is repreſented as having made a feaſt, unto 
which ſhe inviteth every one to come. - 
This repreſentation is to teach us, that all 
who deſire that wiſdom which cometh from 
above ſhall obtain it; for neither learning, 
nor what the world calleth knowledge, is 
required, but only righteouſneſs:---< The 
« fear of the Lord is the beginning of wil. 
dom y and a good underftanding have al 
« they who keep his commandments. 
The remainder of the Book conſiſteth of 
wiſe ſayings, which, being in general ſhort,. 
are eaſily remembered, and contain direc- 
tions abſolutely neceſſary to be obſerved by 
every perſon, and in every Maran JP 


1 
2 ot Tel 
* ET ; 
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LESSON XXIx. 
Tu E Book of Eccleſiaſtes, my Children, 


was written by Solomon, wherein he in- 


forms us that he had poſſeſſed every deſir. 
able thing which this world could afford, 
and proved that without the wiſdom which 
directs to an holy life it was inſufficient to 
make him happy; and therefore declareth 
all thoſe things to be vanity. The Wiſdom 


ſpoken of by Solomon I have already ex- 


plained, and bleſſed are thoſe who follow 
her direction, for it will obtain them fa- 


vour of the Lord.---In this book, as well as 


in that of Proverbs, are many wiſe and 
profitable inſtructions; I therefore recom- 
mend you frequently to read them, and 
ſhould you meet with any part which you 
do not underſtand, by attending to the 
vbole it may enable you to do ſo. 

When was young, having been-taught 
that the ſoul was immortal, I thought it 
very ſtrange of Solomon to ſay, - For 
_ « that which befalleth the ſons of men de- 
4 falleth beaſts ; for as one dicth, ſo dieth 


3 
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« the other.“. But upon reading further 
found that he ſaid,----< When the duſt: 
returns to the earth as it was, the ſpirit. 

« ſhall return to God who gave it; and, 
that God would bring all our actions in- 

« to judgment, with every ſecret: thing, 

« whether it be good, or whetherit be evil. 
This made me plainly difcover that it was 
only of the body which he ſpake.---I think. 
this method no bad one to be obſerved in | 
reading of theScripture; and as I can ven- 
ture to aſſure you that thoſe things which. 

are above your underſtanding will no way 

endanger your ſalvation, you need not be 

uneaſy though you ſhould not comprehend: 

them.. 


BESSON W l. 


1. v know, my Children, that the po 
phets were men who predicted, that is, 
foretold, things which would come to paſs;. 
and that no one could do this who was not; 
Inſpired, which means, informed, by Gd. 
it was by the mouth of theſe prophets 
that the = ſpake unto the Jews; by. 


P 1 * 
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them he promiſed bleſſings to the righte. tl 
ous, and by them he threatened to chaftiſe WW in 
the iniquities of the wicked. By the pro- th 
phets the Jews were affured of the certain w 
deſtruction both of the kingdom of Judah be 
and of Iſrael, unleſs they repented and turn. 5 
ed unto the Lord; and to bring them to jut 
repent was the merciful deſign of the Al. in 
mighty in ſending his prophets among them. rei 
By the prophets the coming of our bleſſ. WI 
ed Ford was foretold, and of which his tut 
_ apoſtles frequently ſpeak ; and our Saviour WM ly 
himſelf ſays to his diſciples, . Search the the 

«« Scriptures, for they teſtify of me. This Wl not 
muſt mean, read the Old Teſtament, the rea 
New one not having been written till after wil 
the death of Jeſus Chriſt, --] earneſtly en. flar 


treat you to read the prophets often, for Bat 
without being thoroughly acquainted with byl 
them, as well as with the reſt of the Old « 
Teſtament, you cannot underſtand theNew, 
The propheſies are much clearer to us 
than they could poſſibly be to the Jews, for 
though the Jews muſt have believed (| 
they were the word of God) that they 
© would be fulſfilled, to us it has been proved 
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that all which reſpected them was, (except · 
ing their converſion, which aſſuredly wil) 


that many which reſpecteth us are, and 


which muſt undoubtedly confirm us in the 


belief that every one will be. 
The prophet Iſaiah, whoſe book you have 


juſt been reading, propheſied many years 


in Judah, part of which time was in the 
reign of Hezekiah.-----Thoſe predictions 


which relate both to the captivity and re- 


turn of the Jews toJeruſalem,you may elear. 
ly underſtand; and if thoſe which relate to 
the deſtruction of the Heathen nations do 


not appear equally plain, yet by frequently 


reading all the prophets with attention, you 
will be able to make them out ;---as, for in- 


flance,----Jeruſalem was deſtroyed by the 
Babylonians, and Iſaiah foretold that Ba- 


bylon (hould be deſtroyed by the Medes;-- 
« Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
« beauty of Chaldees' excellency, ſhall be as 
e when God overthrew Sodom and Go- 
© morrah.”----This propheſy, which was 


not completed till two hundred years af- 
ter it was foretold, ſheweth plainly why 


my have not read of its being fulfilled i in 
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the book of Iſaiah, and naturally leads you 
to conclude that ſome other prophet will 
give an account of its accompliſhment.— 
Thoſe which relate to our bleſſed Saviour 
(and of which there are many in Iſaiah) 

will be well underſtood by all who read 
the New Teſtament with application and 
care. Iſaiah ſaith, «The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me, he hath anointed me to 
« preach good tidings unto the meek, he 
« hath ſent me to bind up the broken-heart- 
« ed, and to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
« tives.”---This is explained in St. Luke; 
« And: they delivered unto him (Jeſus 
« Chriſt): the book of the prophet Eſaias, 
« and when he opened it he found the 
* place where it was written, The Spirit of 
« the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath 2. 
« nointed me to preach the goſpel to the 
c poor: he hath ſent me to heal the broken. 
« hearted, and to preach deliverance to the 
« captives.”---Thus, by comparing the pro- 
pheſies with the New Teſtament, you will 
find them to be very clear.—-I purpoſely 
omit naming in what chapter the words 
are of which I ſpeak, in order to make you 
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look for them, as by ſo doing you will more 


cloſely ſearch the Scriptures. 


In this prophet, and like wiſe in ſome other. 


parts of Scripture, you meet with this ex- 
preſſion, - The Lord hardened their 
hearts: and though I truſt every one's. 
reaſon will aſſure them that the all-juſt and 


all-merciful God doth not make man wick 


ed, and then correct him for being ſo, yet, 
to put it out of the power of the moſt igno- 


rant among you to thin that it is poſſible, 


obſerve what F am going to ſay :---The Al- 
mighty hath fet before you good and evil; 
if you are good, he hath promiſed you ever- 


laſting happineſs, and aſſured you that he 


will give you his grace, which will enable 
you to be good, provided that you aſk it 
with ſincerity and truſt:---If you are wicked, 


and do not turn from your iniquities, and 


truly repent of your offences, he hath ſaid 
that miſery ſhall be your portion. But 


though the Almighty foreknoweth what 


every one will do, he doth not oblige you 
o be either righteous or wicked; for he 
hath left that to your own choice. This 
plainly ſheweth that the Almighty never 


_= — g — — — 
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2 
hardens man's heart; but by purſuing a cher 
wicked courſe of life, he rejecteth divine Wl dut) 
grace, and thereby hardeneth his on; and rage 
the expreſs meaning of the Lord's harden- Jeret 
ing his heart is, that he with-holdeth that JF terec 
grace which he would not receive. Jet, vith 

as the Almighty had rather that man ſhould T 
fave his ſoul alive, (that is, that he ſhould turn 
hve to everlaſting happineſs inſtead of mi. ¶ Baby 

_ fery) he will, for the ſake of his bleſfed Son, (i badb 
hear the ſupplications of the penitent, re- cont1 
ſore him to his favour, and again bleſs their 
him with his grace, if devoutly n m_ 
| word 
LESSON XLXXE | ait 
4 ave 
Fan EREMIAH, my Children, was calledby Gol Thi 
to be a prophet in the thirteenth year of the Wmiah 
reign of Joſiah, and continued to prophely lem fo 
until the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Jerc-WMly inc 
miah, fearing that he was too young and iſto hay 
inexperienced to be a prophet, expreſſed his {and t. 
diffidence, by calling himſelf a child; bu pound. 
though modeſty, which always accomps; ed the 
nies the good and wile, cauſes them to bend da 


humble, yet it never impreſſes with fear, ad 
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therefore to whatever undertaking their 
duty directs, they engage in it with cou- _ 
rage, though not with preſumption. Thus 
jeremiah, when commanded by God, en- 
tered upon the offices of prieſt and prophet 
with equal humility and reſolution. 

The deſtruction of the Jews, their re- 
turn from captivity, and alſo the ruin of 
Babylon, was foretold by Jeremiah, as they 
had been by Iſaiah; but though the Almight x 
continued to ſend his prophets among them, 
their hearts were ſo hardened by their ini- 
quities, that they gave no credence to their 
words :---< Shall I not viſit for theſe things? 
«faith the Lord; and ſhall not my ſoul be 
« avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 

The repeated affurance given by Jere- 


lem for the iniquities of the people ſo high- 
ly incenſed the nobles, who did not chuſe 
to have their fins called to remembrance, 
nd the approaching correction of them 
ſounded in their ears, that they repreſent= 
d the prophet unto the king as a wicked 


nt ks the intereſt of the Chalde· 


miah of the certain deſtruction of jeruſa - 


ad dangerous perſon, alledging that he ſer 1 


4 
| | 
I 4 
1 


ans, and by diſpiriting the people, rendered 


ions which the man who hath not God for 


tamely gave upJeremiah, though his future 


/ply.---By order of the nobles Jeremiah was 


not Ebedmelech, an Ethiopian, who was a 


him from the performance. 
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them incapable of defending the kingdom. 
Zedekiah, experiencing all thoſe apprehen. 


his ſafety will ever be encompaſſed with, 


behaviour evidently proves that it was cow. 
ardice, not juſtice, which made him com 


caſt into a dungeon, and which being full 
of mire, he muſt ſhortly have periſhed, had 


principal ſervant about the King, obtained 
permiſſion of his maſter to deliver him. 
As ſoon as Jeremiah was releaſed, he un- 
dauntedly repeated thoſe predictions unto 
the king which had drawn on his late ca- 
lamity; for he knew it to be the duty of his 
office, and therefore nothing could dete 


Lou muſt obſerve, my Children, that the 
mercy of a ſtranger delivered Jeremiah from 
the dungeon into which he had been thrown 
by the cruelty of his countrymen, and from 
which you muſt learn always to behave 
with * to * for although 


it is both natural and right to love your 


own countrymen beſt, it 1s exceedingly ; 


wrong to be cruel to thoſe ofany other na- 


tion. The vulgar think that they cannot 


love their own' country without hating 
every other, and frequently inſult a fo- 


reigner, nay even a Scotch or an Iriſh man, 


for no other offence than that he was not 
born in England. This is one of the hun- 


dred faults which thoſe people are conti- 


nually guilty-of ; but why are they vulgar? 
it is impoſſible that they ſhould be ſo if they 


were not wicked. Let no one imagine that 


the poor muſt of courſe be vulgar, for it is 


only the wicked poor who are ſo. When- 
| evera gentleman or lady ſpeaketh of apoor 
good man or woman, they always call them 
decent well-behaved people.---The vulgar 
conſtantly plead for their excuſe that they 
have not ſuch learning as gentlefolks.---- 
This is very true; but learning teaches thoſe 
things which the poor have nothing to do 
with; it is religion that teaches them beha- 


bour, but what was very well behaved:-- 
N 


viour; there never was a poor man who 
practiſed his duty to God, and tohis neigh- 


\ or to take the name of the Lord our God 
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he knows that he is forbidden to ſwear, 


in vain, and therefore he will not do it: 
he knows that he ſhould order himſelf low. 


ly and reverently to his betters, and depend nu 
upon it he will: --he knows that he is for- to 
bidden to hurt another either by word or per 
deed, and therefore he will not vex the ſtri 
ſtranger who ſojourneth in his land: —-he in 
knows that he is ordered to keep his tongue kie 
from evil -· ſpeaking, lying, and ſlandering, offi 
and therefore he will not lie, backbite, his! 
ſlander, nor ſpeak evil of another :----he ther 


knows that he ſhould do unto all as he of t 
would they ſhould do unto him, therefore in ti 
he will be civil to all, friendly where he long 
can, ready to teach others any right thing _ 
Which he knoweth, and to warn them of © 
the danger of committing any wrong one. 
Thus you may plainly underſtand that it is 
by no means neceſſary to be vulgar becauſe 
you are poor; and thoſe poor who are do 
not imagine how much they loſe, even in 
this world, by being ſo; for the good, who 
are juſt in all their ways, think it as wrong 
to encourage the wicked as they know it 
to be right to relieve the deſerving. 
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| IEL, my Children, was among the 
number of thoſe Jews who were carried in- 


to captivity with Jehoiakim, which hap- - 


pened a few years before the abſolute de- 
ſtruction of Jerufalem. We read that it was 
in the fifth year of their captivity that Eze- 
kiel was called by God to the prophetical 
office, which ſhews that he ſtill continued 


his merciful kindneſs to theJews, by giving 
them a prophet to exhort them to repent 


of their paſt offences, and to inſtrut them 
in the way of the Lord whom they had ſo 
long forſaken, and fave their ſouls alive. 
Have I any pleaſure that the wicked 
| « ſhould dic? fa ſaith the Lord God, and that 
© he ſhould not turn from his evil ways 


« and live? If the wicked will turn from all. 


© his ſins that he hath committed, and keep 


all my ſtatutes, and do that which is law- 


« ful and right, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall 
not die; his tranſgreſſions that he hath 


© committed they ſhall not be mentioned 


% unto him, in his righteouſneſs he ſhall 
N 2 
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« hve.---If the righteous turneth away from 
* his righteouſneſs, and committeth ini- 
“ quity, and doeth according to all the abo- 
% minations that the wicked man doeth, 
„ ſhall he live? his righteouſneſs ſhall not 
«© be mentioned; in his treſpaſs that he hath 
0 treſpaſſed, and in his i that he hath ſin- 
« ned, in them ſhall he die :---yet ſaith the 
5 houſe of Iſrael, The my of the Lord is 
« not equal.” 

Ezekiel foretold in Chaldea al thoſe 
things which Jeremiah was foretelling in 
Jeruſalem, and mentioned the very day on 

vhich the ſiege of Jeruſalem began; a ſtri· 

king proof that the prophets were i 
| ed by God. | 

' You muſt obſerve that viſion is a rTepre- 
ſentation, and therefore the ſame as a type; 
as thus,---in the viſion of Ezekiel, where the 
Almighty ſheweth him a valley of dead 
bones, which were reunited, covered with 
fleſh, and again raiſed to life, is a repreſen- 
tation of the general reſurrection. 

Many of the viſions are ſufficiently ex- 
plained over the chapters which contain 

them, to enable an attentive reader to un- 
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derſtand; nevertheleſs, if there ſhould be 


any which you cannot comprehend, it is 


not material, as they were n re- 
MEI: e h 11 Fe 
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D. . my Children, was iel cap- 
tive to Babylon with Jehoiakim, at which 
time you muſt remember part of the ſacred 
veſſels of the houſe of God were taken, and 
by order of Nebuchadnezzar placed 1 in the 


treaſure-houſe of his god. 
The king having commanded ſome of the 


moſt ſenſible and learned of the Jews to be 


brought ta his palace, and inſtructed in the 


language of the Chaldeans, Daniel, Hana- 
nie}, Miſhael, and Azariah were chofen, unto 
whom he appointed a daily proviſion of the 
meat and wine that were uſed by the Chal- 
deans. Daniel, knowing that it was not 


lawful for a Jew to partake of ſome of thoſe 


animals which were ate by theBabylonians, 
requeſted: permiſſion that he and his three 
friends might live upon pulſe and water. 


if theſe four young men, my Children, 


AM 
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had thought (as every one doth who hath 
not that wifdom which attends the fear of 
the Lord) that, as they were at Babylon, they 
muſt do as thoſe did at Babylon, they would 
have been utterly ruined; for it was for their 
faithful obſervance of their duty that the 
Almighty bleſſed them with thoſe uncom. 
mon underſtandings which raiſed them ſo 
high in the favour of the king.---Wherever 
you are, remember that your God is pre- 
ſent; be punctual in the performance ofyour 
duty, and then neither fear, nor the miſta- 
kenexpectation of either advantageor plea - 
ſure, will ever have power to make you do 
wrong. There are in every ſituation many 
and ſtrong temptations to vice, but there 
are more and ſtonger invitations to virtue; 
add to theſe the certain rewards that await 
the righteous, and the equally certain pu- 
niſhments that await the unrepenting guilt - 
ty. Remember that the deceiver, Vice, al- 
ways puts on the appearance of pleaſure; 
but the way to diſcover the deceit is to 
carefully examine whether it produces it, 
and this muſt be done by conſidering thoſe 
who have for ſome time purſued the paths 


of vice: A them cloſely, and you will 
diſcover that they areuncaſy'3 in their minds, 
or diſtreſſed in their circumſtances, or in- 
rared 4 in their healths ; that they are driven 
to a thouſand ſhifts/that a man who is not 
linked to ſome vice is wholly a ſtranger ; 
that even ina ſituation which claimeth com 
paſſion, (and in which a good man would 
meet with relief) their vice is eſteemed 
a juſt reaſon for with-holding it, -- I will 
« not,” ſay the good, give aſſiſtance to a 
« drunkard---a gambler---or whatever his 
vice may be, for by ſo doing I ſhould en- 
« able him to ſin on ;--there are objects who 
areworthy, and thoſe aretheobjetswhom 
« [ will relieve.”----You will likewiſe diſ- 
cover thatthe wicked, when in diſtreſs, are 
wholly forſaken by their ſworn brothers in 
vice: they have by their evil examples and 
perſuaſions robbed them of their virtue, 
their money, their good name, and peace 
of mind; and being deſtitute of every ſup- 
port, they ſhun them as the peſtilence, nor 
take warning by their fate, but purſue their 
evil courſe till iniquity cuts them off. 
Nebuchadnezzar having had a dream 
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which exceedingly diſturded his peace, and 
of which none of his aRyologers-could even 
pretend an explanation, he having forgot. 
ten what it was, Daniel related it unto him, 
and then gave its interpretation; at which 
the king being greatly aſtoniſhed and plea- 
ſed, faid unto Daniel, “ Of a truthit is that 
4 your God is a God of gods, a Lord of 
„ kings, and 2 vevealer of ſecrets, ſeeing 
cc that thou couldeſt reveal this ſecret,” 
Daniel received from the king many 
noble marks of his favour ; he appointed 
him governor of all the province of Baby- 
lon; and, in compliance with his requeſt, 
raiſed his three Hebrew friends to conſi- 
— employments. 
Nebuchadnezzar, having ordered A gold 
en image to be erected, and commanded 
that every perſon ſhould fall down and wor- 
ſhip it, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednegy, 
refuſed to obey, and for which they were 
eaſt into a fiery furnace; but though it was 
heated ſeven degrees more than it ever had 
been, they came out from the fire unhurt. 
Thus theſe men, by having ſteadily per- 
formed their duty, were ſo thorougly aflu- 
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red that their God would ſupport them, 
that they entered the furnace with unſha. 
ken reſolution, and magnified the Lord in 
the ſight of the Heathen. © Blefled be the 
God, ſaid Nebuchadnezzar, of Shad- 
« rach, Meſhach, and Abednego, who hath 
« ſent his angel, and delivered his ſervants 
* who truſted in him, and yielded their bo- 
« dies that they might not worſhip any god 
« except their own God; therefore I make 
« a decree, That every people, nation, and 
« language, which ſpeak any thing againſt 
the God of Shadrach, Meſhah, and Abed- 
« nego, ſhall be cut in pieces, and their 
« houſes ſhall be made a dunghill, becauſe 
there is none other God that can 2 
after this ſort.” _ 

Nebuchadnezzar, having a ſecond ex- 
traordinary dream, demanded of Daniel its 
interpretation; who, after informing him 
of the Almighty's deſign, recommended 
him to humble himſelf before God, the di- 
rector of all events, by forſaking his fins, 
living unto righteouſneſs, and treating the 
diſtreſſed with merciful kindneſs. TH 

It plainly 1 chat the king d did bat 
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attend to the advice of Daniel, becauſe be 


_ ® everhaſting dominion, and whoſe king- 


ordered thefacred veſſels to be brought and 
Glled with wine, which he and his comps 


was viſited with the afflictions foretold in 
the inſtant that he wasexulting in his pride 
and vain glory.“ Is not this,” ſaid he, 
« great Babylon, that I have built by the 
might of my power, and for the honour 


* of my majefty ?”---However, though the 


counſel of ſo wiſe and good a man as Da- 


niel could not foften the proud heart of 
_ Nebuchadnezzar, yet the rod of affliction 


effected it, and he humbly acknowledged 
that all the inhabitants of the earth were as 
nothing; © That the Lord did according to 
« his will inthe army of heaven, and among 


cc the inhabitants of the earth;” and that 


© none could ſtay his hand, or fay uto him, 
« What doeſt thou? He Iifted up his eyes 
ec anto heaven, and bleſſed the Moſt High, 
« giving praiſes and honour unto him who 
« liveth- for ever, whoſe dominion is an 


* devs is from generation to gemeration” 
The grandſon of Nebuchadnezzar, Be. 
ai, having madenyrew entertainment, 


u f.. i, 


ny drank to the praiſes and honour of their 
idols. While they were thus impiouſly en- 
raged, the Almighty cauſed an hand to ap- 
pear on the wall, which wrote ſome cha- 
rater that no one of the king's aſtrologers 
could explain; whereupon Daniel was ſent 
for, who informed him, that as the chaſtiſe. 
ment which Nebuchadnezzar had ſuffered 
for his abominable pride and impiety had 
not proved a leſſon of inſtruction to ham, 
but on the contrary, having dared to pro- 
fane thoſe ſacred veſſels which had been 
dedicated to the living God, his kingdom 
was given to the Medes and Perſians. This 
was accompliſhed on the very night in 
which alſo Belſhazzar was ſlain. And thus 
the propheſy of Iſaiah was fulfilled. R_ 
Daniel was held in equal eſteem by Da- 
rus the new king, and the honours con- 
ferred on him by that prince created him 
many powerful enemies; but his conduct 
being ſo thoroughly unblamable, they could 
not find any occaſion of complaint, and 
therefore wickedly contrived a ſcheme that 
they hoped would affe& his ryin.----They 
prevailed on the king to ſign a decree that 
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whoſoever ſhould aſk a petition of any god 
or man except himſelf, for thirty days, 
ſhould be caſt into the den of lions, 
Daniel, according to his wonted cuſtom, 

retired to his chamber, and kneeling at the 
window which looked towards Jeruſalem, 
ſent up his petitions, and offered his thank! 
givings unto God; of which his enemies ac. 
- quainting the king, he was caſt into the den, 
and. the door of it ſealed with the roy 
ſignet. | 

The king, who now diſoovered the malice 
of Daniel's foes, paſſed a moſt dreadful 
night, and going early in the morningto the 
den, called,“ O Daniel, ſervant of the living 
« God ! is thy God, whom thou ſerveſt con- 
* tinually, able to deliver thee from the 
« lions ?” To which Daniel replied, © My 
« God hath ſent his angel, and hath ſhut 
te the lionsꝰ mouths that they have not hurt 
« me, foraſmuch as before him 1nnocency 
« was found in me; and alſo before thee, 
« O King! haveIdone nohurt.”---The king 
then commanded Daniel to be taken out d 

the den, and his baſe accuſers put into i, 

2 Geog 


. 


— Abe? N 
who were immediately deſtroyed by the 


lions. 


Thew a That the ; 


God of Daniel ſhowld be fearedthroughout 


his kingdom, declaring him to be the living 
God, “ wheſe kingdom was that which 
« ſhall not be deſtroyed, and whoſe domi- 
« nion endureth for ever; who worketh 
« ſigns and wonders in heaven, and on 
© earth; and who hath delivered Daniel 
« from the power of the lions.” 5 
Daniel expreſsly ſpeaketh of the coming 
of the Meſſiah, of —_ death for 
others, (that is, his offering up his life to 
God for our tranſgreſſions) and of his efta- 


man. 


LESSON XI. 


© WI my Children, and the dis 
prophets which follow, are called the Mi- 
nor, or Leſſer Prophets, which diſtinguiſh 
them from the four greater, namely, Iſaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 1 

Theſe repeated meſſengers of tender com- I 


O 
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paſſion from God unto the Jews, who each 
laboured inceſſantly to bring them to re. 
pentance, to pardon, and to ſafety, were all 
of them neglected, and many ill treated; 
but as nothing could deter them from the 
performance of their duty, they continued 
to exhort, to threaten, and to uſe every pol: 
ſible method of ſaving them from ruin; ne. 
vertheleſs their pious endeavours proved 
ineffectual, and ſome of them experienced 
the miſery of beholding that heavy correc- 
tion which they had ar en · 


dieavoured to prevent. 


How deeply, my children, mut elne 
of the faithful miniſters of God be afflicted, 
when, after unremitted diligence to lead in 
the paths of righteouſneſs thoſe of whom 
their holy office hath given them charge, 
they fall into. fin and diſobedience! how 
often may be the times, when they are pri- 
vately petitioning the Almighty to bleſsand 
preſerve their flock, that many of them are 
engaged in breaking his ſacred laws! Be- 
lieve me it is not themſelves alone that the 
wicked cauſe to ſuffer, for every good heart 
is pained at the judgment which the gui 
ty draw on their own heads; and there 1 
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not a criminal who receives the puniſhment 
due to his crime who doth not create con- 
cern in the breaſt of the righteous. | 
You muſt underſtand, my Children, that 
the adultery ſpoken of by Hoſea is a ſigure 
or repreſentation of the unfaithfulneſs of 
Iſrael toGod, for they went aſtray after idols, 
and forſook the Lord, unto whom alone they 
belonged. - My people,” ſaith the Lord, 
« are deſtroyed for want of: knowledge; 
« —— — ge of their duty) Seeing 
4 they have forſaken the law of God, I will 
« alſo forget them. They ſacrifice upon the 
tops of the mountains, and burn incenſe 
« upon the hills under oaks, poplars, and 
_ « elmg; therefore their daughters ſhall com- 
« mit whoredom, and their ſpouſes ſhall 
« commitadultery.” This meaneth idolatry ;; 
for having withdrawn their duty and affec- 
tion from God, who had united them to 
himſelf, hethreateneth tocaſt themoff, and 
leave them to purſue their adulterous wor- 
ſhip.--But, faith the Lord, Though Iſrael 
play the harlot, let not Judah offend;come 
* not unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Beth··- 
% aven, Ephraim is joined to idols, let him 


« alone. ry + Oz 


\ 
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Joel likewiſe ſpeaketh of the approach- 


. ing viſitations of lſrael, under the repreſen. ' 
t tationsof vermin, fire, drought, and famine. 
he advice given by this prophet to the 


Jews, to inſtantly endeavour to turn away 
the wrath of an offended God, is of equal 
importance for us to obſerve as for them; 
- Turn ye to me, faith the Lord, with all 
5 your heart, and with faſting, and with 
„ weeping, and with mourning; rend your 
hearts and not your garments, and turn 


„ unto the Lord your God, for he is Bra. 


c cCious and mereiful.“ 
Joel foretold that the Lord would ſend 


the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; and Saint Pe. 


ter repeated his words immediately upon 
tho apoſtles? receiving the Holy Ghoſt. 

Amos foretold the ruin of divers other 
nations beſides thoſe of Judah and Iſrael, 
and all his predictions came to paſs. This 
prophet likewiſe ſtrongly exhorted theJews 


to repentance ;---* Seck ye the Lord, “ ſaid 
he « and ye ſhall live; hate the evil, and 
love the good, and eſtabliſh judgment in 
« the gate; it may be that the Lord God 
« of — will be . 


Sole 
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not all the entreaties to repentance; nor the 
judgments of God ſo perpetually denoun-- 
ced againſt them, Car to have e | 


the leaſt impreſſion. 


I requeſt you, my Children, to-frequent-- 
y read; with the ſteadieſt attention, the 
eighthchapter af Amos; remember you are 
reading the words of God; and obſerve that 
he hath ſworn he will not ſufferthe offences 


there mentioned to go unpuniſhed. 


May our gratitude and thankfulneſs for 
che high bleſſing of enjoying the word of 


God be ſuch as is acceptable unto him; and 


may his infinite mercy ſo direct our hearts, 
as never to draw on that judgment, ter- 
rible to think of, which is mentioned by 


Amos, a famine of hearing the word: 


of God. This ꝓrophet foretold the eſtabliſſi- 


ment of the kingdom of jeſus Chriſt, and 


the calling of the Gentiles, and of which 
St. James ſpea ks in the Acts of the Apoſtles. 
The diffolution of Edom, which was pre- 


dicted both by Joel and Amos, was alſo pre- 
dicted by Obadiah, who expreſsly declares 
that the wrath of God would fall upon them 
for their violence againſt their brother ſa- 

O 3. 
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cob; the meaning of which is, that the 
Hraelites were deſcended from Jacob, and 
the Edomites were deſcended from Eſau, 
the brother of Jacob, and therefore the 
Edomites and the Iraelites were brethren, 
The bitter afflictions of the Ifraelites were 
ſuch as the enormity of their offences de- 

ſerved, but the knowing that they merited 


theſe corrections was reaſon. ſufficient to 


overwhelm their brethren with the deepeſt 

eoncern; however, it appeareth that the 
Edomites, fo far from feeling forrow for 
Hrael, joined: with their enemies, and for 
which the Almighty moſt ſeverely puniſh- 


edt them. As thou haft done, it hall be 


done unto thee; thy deeds thall return up · 
on thine on head, faith the Lord.“ 
This prophet not only foretold. that the 
Jews. would return from their eaptivity; 
but likewiſe that they would enjoy part of 
the country of Edom; and all his prophe- 
fies were accompliſhed, for Edom was de- 
Rroyed by the Chaldeans, the Jews return- 
ed from captivity, and: a portion of the land 
of the Edomites was by them poſſeſſed. 
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Tar * ans Jonas my W bo. being 
commanded by God to go to Nineveh (che 
capital of Aſfyria) ane reprove the iniqui- 
ties of the inhabitants, and preach unto 
them repentance; had not ſuſſieient reſolu- 
tion (it being ã ſtrange or Heathen nation) 
to obey, and therefore he: embarked on 
board a ſhip intending: to go to Tarſtuſh, 
and flee from the preſence of the Lord? 
Nothing, my Children, but fear, Which 
will — us of reaſon, eould have, 
perſuaded the weakeſt of mankind that it 
was poſſible to fly from God; but whoever 
entertains fear harboureth an enemy in their 
boſom that will enn er moſt 
of the duties o liſe. n 
A violent ſtorm overtaliding the ſhip 
which Jonah was on board, the mariners 
agreed:to caſt lots, in order to diſcover for 
whoſe offence it was ſent; and the lot fall» 
ing upon Jonah, he was thrown: into the 
fea, but by: the power of the Almighty was 
ſwallowed by a whale, and after remaining 
within it — days was caſt up unhurt. 
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I be corrections of God, my Children, 
to thoſe who hae not hollyforſa en, tho 


1 unhappily 2 from, their duty, are al- 


ways inter woven with mercy, and whigh 
he is ſometimes pleaſed. to make viſible, in 


order to ſtrengthen this beef Of the many 
gracious proofs afforded us Jonah is a firi- 
king one, whoſe preſervation; is-ſhewa to 
have been contained in his correction, thet 


having led him to repent of his fault. 


_ As Lexphained to you the meaning of 4 


typo, bath in Iſaac, and dike wiſe in the bra. 


ken ſerpent, I ſhall not again repeat iti but 


inform you that Jonab was a type of the 


Zo death and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt; which: 


ve are expreſsly taught by himſelf. A 


Jonah,“ ſaith our bleſfed Lord, was 


15 « three days and: three nights in the whale's 


belly, ſo the Son of. man ſhall be three 
os; pen three is en in ———— * 


c earth.“? 


Jonah now going to Ninevehs 4 6 
ES luring unto; the people that the Almighty. 
would deſtroy the city within forty days, 


they immediately began the great work of 
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thorough contrition, averting the anger of 
God by ſo doing, who beheld the fincerity 
of their repentance, and mercifully forgave. 

Jonah being apprehenſive that the ſpa- ma 
ring of the city might occaſion him to be 
deemed a falſe prophet, could not conceal _— 
his uneaſineſs, and in the language of diſ- 
content wiſhed rather to die than be fo. 
thought. This failing, which his reaſon and 
religion ſhould have conquered, was equal - 
ly an enemy to his virtue and felicity ; but 
for that his heart would have expanded 
with joy, andpoured forth its.thank{giving n 
to the all-merciful —————— 1 
lives of thoufands. = 

If a diſſatisſied temper, my Children, is 
not the it is by no means the leaſt; 
of faults; for whoever poſſeſſeth it diſturb. 
eth the peace of others, and deſtroyeth their 
own: it operates differently, upon different 
perſons, but though the branches appear 
ſeperate, they ſpring from the fame root: 
many are thoſe whom it maketh lazy oo 
ards, by caſting out hope, and taking in 
deſpair. They tell you that they were born 
to be unfortunate, and that it 18 way td, 


| 


ſtrive, for they know that luck is againſt 


"ep a 
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them. Thus they creep from houſe to houſe 
lamenting their hard: fate, and oft-times 
ready to periſh, while every field invites 
them to labour and. to eat ; but they can- 
not go forth, for there is a lion in the way. 
I, here are others who are truly induſtri- 
ous, and poſſeſs many valuable qualities, but 
by ſuffering diſcontent tb prevail, which 
ought to have been cruſhed: in its begin · 
ning, it is daily counteracting that happi · 
neſs which otherwiſe thoſe qualities might 
have yielded. One hath a better ſituation, 
another better health, and a third better ſuc. 
cels, in their undertaking; either of which 
is ſufficient to draw a ſigh from the bottom 
of their beart, and a melancholy declara- 
tion, that every one's merit is not equally 
rewarded. Such a perſon: is by no means 
free from envy, though they do not poſ 
ſeſs it in its, worſt degree, ſince they could 
bear to ſee Mordecai fitting at the king“ 
gate, provided chat _ een n 
there alſo. JC | 
Remember, my Children 4 that omen 
bora to ** upon 
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your taſk withcheerfulneſs and a ſirm truft 
in God. The world is open before you 3--- 


if one undertaking faileth, try another; and 
if that ſhould not do, try a third; ade ſo 


on, till you ſucceed. Never deſpair, nay, 


never be diſheartened; let not diſappoint- 
ment weaken your reſolution, for it is im- 
poſfible to tell you what reſolution can per- 
form when it is exerciſed in a cauſe that is 
juſt. You know that the Almighty will be- 
hold your honeſt endeavours, and that he 


never forſaketh thoſe who do not forſake 


him; but if you are diſfatisſied becauſe that 
another doth better, though the Almighty 
may bleſs, yet you cannot be happy. I will 
relate to you a ſtory of two ſhoemakers, 
doth men of exceeding good characters, 
who lived in the pariſh where I was born, 
and if you make the ſame uſe of it that 1 


have endeavoured to do, you will be able 


to ſay, with truth, when you hear of a neigh- 
bour's good ſucceſs, that you are heartily 
glad they do ſo well. V pon the death of the 
clerk, both theſe men endeavoured to ſue- 


ceed him; the name of the ſucceſsful one 
was Richard, and the other's John. Richard's 
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good fortune proved the cauſe of much un. 


eaſineſs to John; he did well in bis buſineſs, 
and till then was very happy, but he had 
got hold of an idle — « That it was 
« better to be born fortunate than rich; 
adding, that he never knew how unlucky 
< he was till he tried.” The clergyman, 
whom the ancient; loved as a brother, and 
the young reverenced and obſerved as 2 
Father, was exceedingly concerned when 
he heard of John's uneaſineſs, and took an 
early opportunity of calling upon him. 
John,“ {aid he, * ſhould you be very 
« much troubled if I was to be made a bi- 
« ſhop ?”---< Troubled, Sir,” ſaid John, “ it 
« would rejoice my very heart, for I wiſh 
* you as well and as bappy as any one man 
& can wiſh himſelf. “-- I thank you,” ſaid 
theclergyman; - and to endeavour to make 
you happy is the buſineſs which hath 
ec brought me here. I am told that you 
<« are rather uneaſy at Richard:sbeing made 
« clerk.” . And very well I may, Sir,” 


_ faid John, « for I know myſelf to be his 
c equal in every thing; Iam as honeſt, as 
&« ſober, as good a liver, and as good a ſhoe · 
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maker.“ And ſo[really think you are,” 
* ſaid the clergyman; * it is the opinion 
_ « that J have long entertained of you; but, 
« my Friend, we muſt likewiſe acknow- 
« ledge that Richard is as honeſt, as ſober, 
« and as good a liver, as you, and it was 
« not poſſible for both to be made clerk. 
« You ſay that it would rejoice your heart 
« jf I was to be preferred; and why ſhould 
« it not rejoice your heart that Richard is? 
« I well know the rock on which you have 
« ſplit, for it hath been fatal to the peace of 
« thouſands; Richard was your equal, and 
« the advancement of an equal is what 
« numbers have not virtue enough to bear: 
« however a ſuperior may be raiſed it gi- 
« veth them no pain, but the place that is 
* occupied by an equal vanity tells them 
« they could equally well have filled: but 
« vanity, John, is a weed that we muſt not 
« ſuffer to grow, for it will poiſon all our 
« virtues. A worthy man may poſſeſs ſome 
« quality which, in the ſtation God hath 
« placed him, may enable him to be ſer- 
« viceable to others, and often bring home 

* a little joy to his heart; planted by his 
' | P . 
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* God, like a tree by the water, he putteth 
« forth his fruit, and his leaf doth not wi- 
« ther: whereas, were he placed in the ſta. 
tc tion that he wiſhes, that quality might be 
e uſcleſs,and the happineſs it yielded cut off; 


*« for thoꝰ every virtue is required in every 


„ ſituation, yet there are qualities which 
é are wanted but in ſome. On the other 
„hand, he may have ſome deficiency, or 
« ſome infirmity, which the care of our all. 
« wiſe Diſpoſer hath prevented from being 
te any diſadvantagein the ſtate he hath called 
« him to; and yet it might prove a bar to 
c his W and the ſource of much ſecret 
« ſorrow in that which he earneſtly covet. 
„ eth. Theſe are remedies that we muſt 
« call in when diſſatisfied, and they will 
« calm our reſtleſs deſires. I will mention 
« athing that hath never been of any detri- 
« ment to you, which yet would have pro- 
« ved a very great one had you obtained 
« your deſire.---You ſtammer à little.” 
Ay, and very little, too, Sir,” ſaid John; 
« for I never ſtammer when I ſing, other. 
<« wiſe I ſhould not have wiſhed to be the 
« clerk.” ---< This,“ ſaid the clergyman, 
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is the caſe of too many; knowing them- 
« ſelves qualified for a part, they idly con- 
« clude that they are fo for the whole: you 
forget that the clerk mult read as well as 
« {ing, and you would have found it much 
« more difficult to read than to ſing with- 
« out ſtammering. Suppoſe you made the 
« trial; read out a pſalm to me as loud and 
« as diginctiy as you intended to have read 
4 it had you been the clerk.”---To which 
John conſented.; and* he read four verſes. 
exceedingly well, but meeting with a word 
in the fifth at which he heſitated, he began 
the pſalm again, and though he did fo four 
ſeveral times, he never could pronounce 
that word. This made him. recollect that 
whenever he had ſtammered at a word he 
could not recover himſelf, yet perhaps in. 
an hour or two after he has ſpoken it as 
plainly as I could.---John, being now con- 
vinced that he would not have been fit for 
a clerk, honeſtly acknowledged it to the 
clergyman, unto whom. he returned many 
grateful thanks, ſaying, If I was ſure, good 
Sir! that we ſhould not loſe you by the 
% bargain, I would pray for your being. 
made a biſhop indeed.” | 
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LESTON XXXVI. 


Mic u, my C hildren, e the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, Samaria, and like. 
wiſe many other cities, all of which were 
fulfilled.---He declareth that all nations 
ſhould know and worſhip the living God, 

the accompliſhment of which was by the 
_ converſion of the Gentiles.---He foretold 
that the Meſſiah would come out of Beth- 
lehem, and we read in Saint Matthew, that 
whenHerod demanded whereChriſt ſhould 
be born? he was anſwered,“ In Bethlehem of 


« Tudea, for thus it is written by the pro- 


« phet;--- And thou, Bethlehem, art not the 
_ « [eaſt of the princes in the land of Juda, 
« for out of thee ſhall come a governor 

« that ſhall rule my people Iſrael.” 
Mlicah deſcribeth Religion lamenting the 
extreme pitch of wickedneſs to which the 
Jews were arrived, by ſaying, - The good 


ce man is periſhed out of the earth; the beſt 


« of them is a brier ;---the moſt upright 18 
« ſharper than a thorn-hedge.----Truſt ye 
« not a friend - put ye not confidence in 


— 


If. XXx VI. for the Pur. 173 


« 2 guide. The ſon _—_— the fa- 
« ther, and the daughter riſes up againſt 


« her mother.----But I will look unto the: - 


« Lord, I will wait for the God of my ſal- 
« vation. Who is like unto him? he par- 
« doneth iniquity, and retaineth not his 
« anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in. 
© mercy.”---Ponder theſe words, my Chil-- 
dren, in your hearts, and remember that 
the unfeignedly penitent will, for the ſake 
of the bleſſed Sun of righteouſneſs, obtain 
forgiveneſs of the God of mercy: | 

Habakkuk, who propheſied near to the 
diſſolution of Jeruſalem, lamented the ex- 
ceeding wickedneſs of the people, who were 
drawing on ſwiftly. their own deſtruction. 
He repreſents the pride and cruelty of their 
approaching fcourge the Chaldeans, and 
acknowledgeth them an inſtrument of cor- 
rection in the hand of the Moſt High, un- 
to whom he earneſtly and humbly prayed: 
for protection againſt an enemy who im- 
piouſly aſcribed their ſucceſs to the power 
of their idols; and the Almighty aſſured 
the prophet, that in due time his anger 
would fall on the Babylonians for their 
P 3 
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cruelty, their pride, and their idolatry ;--. 
ſaying, * That as they had ſpoiled many 
nations, the remnant of his people ſhould | 
_ « ſpoil them.” 

This, my Children, clearly ſhows that the 

ſucceſs of the wicked is not the blefling 
of proſperity ; the Lord giveth victory to 
their arm, in order to execute his judg- 
ments upon thoſe whoſe iniquities have 
called them forth ; but this being done, he 
convinceth the wicked that he is of purer 
Juſtice than to bleſs the unrighteous, by 
turning his direful vengeance on their guil- 
ty head. Woe to him, faith the Lord, 
«© who buildeth a town with blood, and 
« ſtabliſheth a city by iniquity; for the 
&« ſtone ſhall cry out of the wall, and the 
« beam out of the timber ſhall anfwer it. 
Woe to him who coveteth an evil covet- 
« ouſneſs to his houſe, that he may ſet his 
« neſt on high, and that he may be deliver- 
« ed from the power of evil.” - 

The prayer, or rather hymn, of Habak- 
kuk, is an exalted deſcription of the power 
and glorious majeſty of the Godhead. Read 
it often, my Children, for it ſtriketh the 
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heart with reverential awe, and leads to 
ſilent adoration of the omnipotence of je- 
hovah. The prophet concludeth his hymn 
with a declaration of his unchangeable love 
of God, and his immoveable truſt in his 
mercy. Although the fig- tree ſhall not 
« bloflom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, 
the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the 
« fields ſhall yield no meat, the flock ſhall 
« be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall 
« be no herd in the ſtalls, yet 1 will re- 
« joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
« of my ſalvation.” 

Zephaniah, who propheſied in the days 
of Joſiah, repreſented unto the Jews the 
dreadful calamities that awaited their im- 
piety, and ſtrongly exhorted them to re- 
pent, before the fierce anger of the Lord 
cameupon them. The prophetrecommend- 
ed thoſe who happily were not loſt to the 
ſenſe of their duty to offer up their pray- 
ers and ſupplications unto God, knowing 
that he boweth down his ear to the peti- 
tions of his faithful ſervants, and only de- 


nies when it is moſt for their happineſs.--- 


Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the 
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« earth who have wrought his judgments; 
<« ſeek righteouſneſs, ſeek meekneſs, it may 


| be yeſhall be hid in the day of the Lord's. 


« anger.” There was not, nor ever can be, 


any danger of the Almighty's forſaking the 
good, but they know it to be their duty, 


and fail not to perform it, to entreat the 
Lord for the offending multitude; and it 
is for the ſake of the righteous few when 


the Almighty deferreth to execute judg- 


ment on a guilty land. 
Both Zephaniah and Nahum predi cted 


ho total diſſolution of Nineveh ; and tho? 


it was, at the time of their predictions, in 
the higheſt glory, being the capital of the 
firſt empire in the world, yet their pro- 
pheſies were ſtrictly fulfilled. Some years 
before the Ninevites, at the preaching of 
the prophet Jonah, had humbled them- 
' ſelves before God, and been forgiven ; but 
forgetting the mercy they had received, 
and returning to oppreſſion. cruelty, and 
idolatry, they provoked the arm of God to 
lay them low in the duſt. Nineveh, the re- 
Joicing city, that dwelt careleſsly. that ſaid 
in her heart “ I am, and there is none be- 
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« fide me!“. became a deſolation ! a place 
for beaſts to lie down in! and every one 


who paſſed by her hiſſed and wagged their 
hand. | 


' LESSON: XXXVII. 


Has 6A l, my Children, propheſied unto 
the Jews after their return from captivity; 
and the reproof which he giveth them for 
devoting their thoughts and applications 
to the building and making themſelves 
comfortable houſes, while they neglected 
to rebuild the Temple of God, ſhews that 
our firſt and chief concern ſhould be the 
performance of our duty.---It is undoubt- 
edly right to enjoy every good which the 
tender love of our heavenly Father beſtows, 
but it is not enjoying, but abuſing, his bleſſ- 
ings, if we ſuffer them ſo to engroſs our 
time and affections as to make us neglect 
our gratitude and obedience to the divine 
Giver. If wedo not make religion the foun- 
dation of our happineſs, we cannot have 
any reaſon to hope for its continuance ; and 
the knowledge which every one very ſoon 
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acquires of the uncertainty of all things in 


this mortal ſtate, muſt keep us in perpetual 


_ apprehenſion of loſing it; whereas if we 
live in obedience to his will who is the dif. 
poſer of every event, we ſhall al ways feel 
aſſured that whatever changes may come 
to paſs, he will direct them to prove moſt 
for our good; fear will not abate the joy of 
proſperity, neither can adverſity drive us 


to deſpair. The wiſe, that is, the righteous, 
man's houſe, notwithſtanding the rain de- 
ſcended, and the floods came, and the winds 


blew, and beat violently upon it, did not 
fall, becauſe it was founded upon a rock; 
It is with pleaſure, my Children, that 
Fbid you. obſerve the proper behaviour of 
the Jews to their inſtructor, for they. recei- 
ved his reproof with attention, and under 
the direction of Zerubbabel and Jeſhua be. 
gan with true diligence the work which 
he exhorted them to perform. You all, | 


: hope, remember that it was.the preſence of 


the bleſſed Son of God which made the 
glory of the latter houſe greater than that 
of the former, and Haggai's foretelling it 
ſo long before it came to paſs, evidently 

proves that his . was from God. 
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Zechariah, who prophefied about the 
fame time, gave the Jews this comfortable 
aſſurance, That if they turned unto the 
Lord, he would mercifully turn unto them. 
« I, ſaith the Lord, will be unto Jeruſalem 
« 2 wall of fire round about, and will be 
«the glory in the midſt of her.” Again, 
« Have I thought in theſe days to do well 
« unto Jeruſalem, and to the houſe of Ju- 
« dah; fear ye not. Theſe are the things 
a that ye ſhall do; Speak ye every man the 
truth, execute the judgment of truth 
« and peace in your gates. Let none of you 
« imagine evil in your hearts againſt your 
„ neighbour, and love no falſe oath, for 
« theſe are things that I hate, ſaith the 
* Lord.” 

Zechariah thus foretelleth our Saviour 8 
entry into Jeruſalem ; © Rejoice greatly, O 
% daughter of Zion; ſhout, O daughter of 
« Jeruſalem ; behold thy King cometh un- 
to thee, he is juſt and having ſalvation, 
0 lowly, and riding upon an aſs, and upon 
* a colt the fole of an aſs. By this pro- 
phet, likewiſe, was foretold the price for 
which © our * Lord was betrayed 
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I faid unto them. ic If ye think good give me 


my price; fo they weighed for my price 

66 thirty pieces of filver;and I took the thirty 
pieces and caſt them to the potter in the 
„ houfe of the Lord.”-----This was accom- 
pliſhed by Judas's covenanting with the 
high prieſts to betray our Lord for thirty 
pieces of ſilver, which he afterwards caft 
don in the Temple, and with which the 

prieſts purchaſed the Potter's Field. 

The prophet Malachi was likewiſe ſent 
unto the Jews upon their return from cap» 
tivity, who exhorted them to forſake all 
their iniquities, and live in obedience to 
the law of God.---He foretold the coming 
of our bleſſed Saviour, of John the Baptiſt, 

and alſo of the eſtabliſhment of the goſpel. 
' _ Obſerve, my Children, that there is a 
book of remembrance written before the 
Lord, of all our good and evil doings, and 
that the Lord of Hoſts hath ſaid, 0 Thoſe 
« whoobey me faithfully ſhall be mine; and 
« in the day when I make up my jewels | 


« will ſpare them, as a man ſpareth his own. 


« ſon who ſerveth him.“ 
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LESS 0 N XXXVII. 
I's the Book of Tobit, my Children, is re. 
lated the hiſtory of a Jew of the tribe of 
Nephthalim, whom neither the example of 
the multitude nor the threatenings of the 


mighty could turn aſide from following 
the law of his God; for we read that while 


Tobit lived in his own country, he alone of 


all his tribe refuſed to ſacrifice unto Baal, 
and continued to obey, with ſteadineſs, 
thoſe commands which God Almighty had 
ordered to be obſerved by the whole Jewiſh 
nation. When the Jews were puniſhed for 
their diſobedience by a long captivity in 
the land of Aſſyria, the righteouſneſs of 
Tobit was remembered by the Almighty, 
who gave him grace and favour before 
Enemeſſar, king of that country, and thus 
enabled him to feed his hungry brethren, 
and to clothe thoſe who were naked; and 
(in obedience to a divine command which 
the Jews were ſtrictly enjoined to obſerve) 
he buried thoſe of his nation whoſe dead 
bodies were caſt about the walls of Nineveh. 
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Enemeſſar was ſucceeded on the throne 
of Aſſyria by his ſon Sennacherib, who was 
ſo highly diſpleaſed with Tobit for the kind- 
neſs which he had ſhewn to his brethren 
the Jews, that he gave command to take 
away all his goods, and to put him to death; 


but as the proſperity ſo alſo the power of 


the unjuſt is of ſhort duration, for Senna- 

cherib was killed by two of his ſons, and 
their brother Sarchedonus obtained poſſeſ- 
ſion of the kingdom. 

Tabit, who had fled from Nineveh to 
avoid the rage of Sennacherib, returned 
when he heard that the king was dead, and 
continued to perform thoſe acts of piety 
and benevolence which had ſecured to him 
the divine protection and favour. To- 
bit had an only ſon named Tobias, whom 
lie taught to obey the commands of God 
both by inſtruction and by the beſt method 
of enforcing inſtruction, namely. a good 
example. Tobias undertook a journey to 
Media, for the purpoſe of ſettling ſome af- 


fairs with which his father had entruſted 


him, and on this occaſion the piety of To- 
bit was again highly reygarded, far the Al- 
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mighty ſent an angel to accompany Tobias, 
who, altho' ignorant of this mark of the di- 


vine favour, well knew that it was his duty 
to follow the wiſe counſels of a friend who 
had been recommended and approved by 

a pious and affectionate parent. Guided by 
the directions of the angel, (who had taken 
the name of Azarias) Tobias was ſucceſſ- 
ful in all his undertakings, particularly with 
reſpect to his marriage, and in recovering 
his father from a blindneſs which had for 
ſome time afflicted him.------ Always, my 
Children, bear in your thoughts that your 
parents gave you being, that they nurſed 
you in their arms while helpleſs babes, and 
watched your growing age with a thou- 
ſand anxious fears; that it is owing to their 
tender care you are arrived at man's or wo- 
man's eſtate, and when years bath brought 
them to a ſecond childhood, it is then your 
turn to be the nurſe and protector of their 
helpleſs days. Nature from the beginning 
of the world taught her children this plea- 
ſing duty, and the happieſt hours of Joſeph's 


good fortune were thoſe in which he che- 


riſhed his dear old father: all his proſpe- 
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ity and grandeur doth not appear to have 
created pride in his good heart; but when 
he ſhewed his venerable parent to his royal 


maſter he ſeemeth to have felt not a little, 


ſaying unto him, © Behold my father !”--- 
After the death of Tobit, Tobias ſettled at 


Ecbatane in Media, where he heard of the 


total deſtruction of Nineveh, as it had been 
foretold by the pro _ 2e and Le- 
Phaniah. 


LESSON XXXIX. Eb 
Yor v have read, in the hiſtory of Judith, 
my Children, that Nabuchodonoſor, King 
of Aſſyria, being highly offended with the 
Jews, and hkewiſe ſome of the idolatrous 


nations, for having refuſed to afliſt him in 


his war with Arphaxad King of Media, ſent 
a vaſt army, under the command of Holo- 
fernes, againſt them. 


We read that Holofernes had decreed | 


to deſtroy all the gods of the land, in order 

that every nation ſhould worſhip Nabu- 
chodonoſor only, and call _ han as 
their god. 
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When the general drew nigh to Judea, 


the Iſraelites, who had heard in what man. 
ner he had ſpoiled the temples of thoſe ĩdo- 
latrous nations which he had ſubdued, were 
exceedingly alarmed for the Temple of the 
living God, and made every preparation in 
their power to defend themſelves. Joacim 
the high prieſt wrote to the inhabitants 
of Bethulia to guard the narrow paſſages 
near to that city, through which the ene- 
my might otherwiſe gain admittance into 
Judea. , 

You muſt here obſerve, that not only the 
men and women of Iſrael, but all the little 
children, in the humbleſt and moſt fervent 
manner, implored the prote&ion of their 
heavenly Father ; and I make no doubt if 
they were good children, having kept God's 
holy will and commandments, but that 

their innocent petitions helped to preferve 
their country from deſtruction, 

Holofernes having defired ſome infor- 
mation concernin g the Jews, receivedfrom 
Achior a ſhort hiſtory of them, who con- 
cluded his account with this remark, « That 
hen they ſinned not before God they 
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es proſpered, becauſe the God who hateth 


e iniquity was with them; but whenever 
e they departed from his commands, then 


«© they were overcome by their enemies. 


Now, » ſaid he, «if there be any error in 


« this people, if they have ſinned againſt 


« their God, let us conſider that this ſhall - 


e he their ruin, and we ſhall overcome 
« them; but if there be no iniquity in their 
& nation, let us paſs by them, leſt their God 
“ be their defender, and we become a re- 
« proach before all the world.” Theſe 
words of Achior being highly diſpleaſing 


to Holofernes, he commanded his ſervants 
to carry him to Bethulia, ſaying, that he 


ſhould there fall with its inhabitants, whom 
he threatened to deſtroy: as one man. 

Holofernes having beſieged Bethulia, it 
was propoſed unto him to ſecure their only 
fountain of water, by doing which, if it did 
notoblige them to ſurrender, they muſt cer- 


- tainly periſh of thirſt.-This being done, the 


Bethulians were ſoon driven to the greateſt 
diſtreſs, which made them aſſemble before 
Ozias, and demand to be delivered up to 
the enemy rather than behold their v wives 
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and children periſh..--Oziazgezhorted them 
to have courage, to put their truſt in God, 
and to endure, with patience, five days 
more, in which time they might poflibly 
be relieved; but if they were not, he would 
then comply with their requeſt. 

There dwelt in Bethulia a iden: of 
great poſſeſſions named Judith, whoſe ex- 
ceeding piety and wiſdom were reſpeted 
by every one. This promiſe of Ozias being 
made known to her, ſhe ſaid unto him and 
the other governors of the city, © Provoke 
not the Lord our God to anger; for if 
« he will not help us within theſe five days, 
he hath power to defend us when he will, 
« even every day, or to deſtroy us before 
« our enemies. Do not bind the counſels 
« of the Lord our God, for God is not as 
« man that he may be threatened, neither 
« as the fon of man that he ſhould be wa- 
« yering ; therefore let us wait for ſalva- 
« tion of him, calling upon him to help us; 
te and he will hear our voice if it pleaſe him. 
« We know none other God, therefore we 
« truſt that he will not deſpiſe us; but if 
« we be taken fo, all Judea ſhall lie waſte, - 


= a | 3 


„ — L XXXIX. 


60 our Sancthary ſhall be ſpoiled, and he vil 


« require the profanation thereof at our 


« niouth. Hear me! I will doa'thing with- 


in the days that ye have Promiſed to de- 


liver the city to our enemies which ſhall 


„ po throughout all generations to the 
«children of our nation, for the Lord will 

« viſit Iſrael by mine hand; but inquire 

« not of mine act, for I will not declare it 

« unto you till the things be finiſhed that 
« 1 do.” 

Judith, after devoutly implorin 8 the 
blefling of God on her undertaking, went, 
attended by her maid, to the camp of Ho- 
lofernes, unto whom, 'by a well-feigned 
ſtory, ſhe readily gained admittance; and 
her behaviour and wiſdom appeareth tohave 


created admiration and reſpect —— 


the camp. 

Judith being invited by the General to 
an entertainment, at which, by drinking 

too freely, he fell into ſleep, ſhe took the ad- 


vantage of his ſituation, and with his own 


falchion ſeparated his head from his body, 
which ſhe put into the bag that had con- 
tained her proviſion, and eſcaped with her 
maid in ſafety from thg camp. 


Voumuſt underſtand, my Children, that L 
the glory of this action proceeded from the 
glorious caufe for which it was done.-—Ju- 


dith did not enter the campofHolofernesar- 


rayed m her beſt attire, for the wicked pur- 
| Poſes of a bold and ſhameleſs woman, nor 
did the, when committing the deed, know 
any of thoſe dreadful horrors which the 
| murderer or robber feeleth; bat ſhe went 
adorned with modeſty, and armed with a 
firm truſt in God, whoſe religion the had 
always obeyed, and in attempting the pre- 
ſervation of which ſhe did not fear to die. 
Judith well knew the dangers to which ſhe 
muſt be expofed, but ſhe equally knew the 
high duties of endeavouring to ſave her re- 
ligion and her country, and that the Al. 
mighty was a ſtrong tower of defence to 
all who performed their duty; ſhe did not 
forget the weakneſs, the inability, of her 
ſex, but ſhe remembered that ſhe was un- 
der the wing of her heavenly Father. 
Theſe * my Children, muſt be deep- 
ly engraven on your hearts. Should either 
your religion or country demand your af. 
ſtance, you muſt yield it without reluge 
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tance or delay: Judith's God is your God; 
his arm is not ſhortened that he cannot, 


neither is his love leſſened that he will not, 


protect: Let this be ever in your thoughts, 
and then to whatever danger your duty 
may call, your courage will riſe ſuperior to 
it, khowing that the — God will be 
your ſtrength, _ 
The next morning, es the death of 
Holofernes was made known, the army, be. 
ing ſeized with aftoniſhment and terror, 
immediately raiſed the ſiege. 
judith received from the Bethulians 
every teſtimony of joy and approbation 


that hearts overflowing with gratitude 


could beſtow, and from which ſhe expe- 
rienced the moſt exalted felicity, being 


ſilently aſſured by her conſcience that thoſe 


tributes were juſtly her due. 


Y ov ſee in the hiſtory of Suſannah, my 


Children, that never - failing care which the 


Almighty hath over all thoſe who ee. his 


will. 
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Lou are taught, in your Catechiſm, che 


duty of chaſtity, and a breach of this du · 


ty was the crime which Suſannah was ac- 


cuſed of; but notwithſtanding her accuſers 
were great men, and ſhe had no one to prove 
her innocence, yet her virtue was cleared 
by the Almighty, (whoſe eye, you kriow, 
is upon all our actions) and her falſe accu- 
ſers brought to public ſhame. 
Chaſtity is a duty equally praiſe-worthy 
in man as in woman; but I more particu- 
larly ſpeak to you Girls, becauſe thereare 
bad men who may endeavour to take the ad- 
vantage of your ignorance and poverty to 
perſuade you to commita crime which,had 
you been placed in an higher ſtation, they 
would not have dared to have propoſed 3 
but thelower your ſituations are, the more 


your virtue will be noticed; honeſt pover- 
gt the good, 


ty will raife you friends amon 


but the wages of ſin muſt cover you with 
ſhame. 


I charge you, my deareſt Girls! to con- 


ſtantly keep in your minds that chaſtity is 
a duty required by your God, and a reſpect 
which you owe to your ſex; that a virtu- 
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ous woman is as a crown to her huſband, 
and her value is far above gold. 

I hope you all obſerved the decent be. 
haviour of Suſannah when her character 
was cleared: ſhedid not revileher accuſers, 
nor triumph in her own innocence; but no 
doubt ſhe joined with her family in giving 


thanks to Heaven for her deliverance, and, 


" like a child of God, forgave her enemies. 
- Remember, my deareſt Children! to be 
good Chriſtians you muſt bear neither ma- 
lice nor hatred, in your hearts. There is 
not any perfon living who hath not ſome- 
times cauſe to be offended ; but as they 


' + know it to be their duty, they will ſurely 
make haſte to forgive ; and that we ſhould 


all do fo, our bleſſed Saviour hath taught 
us to petition our Father which is in hea- 


ven to forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we for · 


| wy them that treſpaſs againſt ws. 


LESSON XII. __ 


Lou muſt underſtand, my Children, that 
all thoſe nations which did not ſerve the 
true and living God worſhipped ſome falſe 
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one, and the name of the moſt famous which 


the Babylonians worſhipped was Bel. The 
king, who highly regarded Daniel, exceed- 


ingly wiſhed him to ſerve this idol, and de- 


manded of him his reaſon for refuſing to 

do ſo. Daniel anſwered, that his religion 
forbade him to worſhip any other god than 
the living One. Cyrus then informed him 
of the ſurpriſing quantity of proviſion 


which Bel daily conſumed, and offered this 


as A proof that he muſt be a living god. 
Though people, my dear Children! whoare 
not guilty of falſehood themſelves may for 
a time be deceived by thoſe who practiſe it, 
yet their reign cannot laſt long, for there 
are a thouſand ways of diſcovering deceit 
that the deceiver himſelf never oncethinks 


of: thus it happened to the prieſts of Bel, 
who thought themſelves ſecure when they 
had deceived the king; but Daniel ſoon -| 


convinced them of their error, by ſhew- 
ing that the cunning of the wicked was 
eaſily overturned by the en of the 
goods, | 
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LESSON x10. 


A 8 the Babylonians, my Children, 1 were 
deſtroyed by the Medes and Perſians, fo 
they, in proceſs of time, were deſtroyed 
Alexander, ſon of Philip King of Macedon, 
and whoſe empire (which was called the 
Grecian Empire) was after his death divi- 
ded by four of his captains into four ſeve- 
ral kingdoms, and from the king of one of 
them, namely Syria, deſcended Antiochus 
Epiphanes, whoſe cruel treatment of the 
Jews, whom he had ſubjected to ee is 
related in the hiſtory of the Maccabees. 
Antiochus being determined to root out 
the true religion, and eſtabliſh idolatry, 
put many of thoſe Jews who refuſed to 
comply to death ; but Mattathias, who. was 
very conſiderable in his city, he endea- 
voured to gain over by offers of exceeding 
honours and rewards, imagining that his 
example would greatly influence the peo- 
ple; but Mattathias rejected all his propo- 
fals, and declared that he and his family 
would continue to ſerve the living God. 
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2 Jews, Mattathias, who was drawing 


near his end, exhorted his ſons to zealouſly 


defend their religion, and forcibly deſcri- 
bed the glorious condudt of their forefa- 
thers, who, under various temptations and 


various perſecutions, had preſerved their 


fidelity to God untainted ; repreſenting the 


mighty ſupport and the bleſſed rewards 


received from that Power where all their 
rehance was fixed, and from whence alone 


'rewards can flow. The righteons old man, 
after ſtrongly recommending to his chil- 


dren a faithful obſervance of God's com- 
mands, and brotherly love to each other, 
gave them his bleſſing, and was gathered 
to his fathers. 

I muſt here remark that Mattathias, by 
having inſtructed his children in their du- 
ty from their earlydays, had prepared their 
hearts to receive his advice, and to faith- 
fully follow his directions, and by doing 
which they aſcended in this world the high- 


_ eſt point of glory, and ſecured eternal hap- 


pineſs in that which is to come. 
The nee and courage of N Mac- 
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cabeus were attended with the greateſt ſuc- 
_ ceſs, but Joſeph and Azarias, captains of 
the garriſon, in the abſence of Judas, vainly 
attempting what they were not equal to the 
performance of, occaſioned a r en | 
_ overthrow to the ewe. 
There are but few, my Children, com- 
paared to the whole, who are really qualified 
for the conducting of buſineſs, it requiring 
a thorough knowledge of whatever is the 
__ undertaking, and which can only be ob. 
tained by application and experience; and 
yet almoſt every one who is willing to be 
taught may ſoon be made capable of fol- 
_ _wWowing directions, and by continuing to di- 
ligently do ſo, may themſelves in due time 
become able inſtructors, but of this they muſt 
not too haſtily conclude, leſt they ſhould 
forſake the ſtation they are ſuited to, (and 
wherein they may be both uſeful and re- 
garded) before they are capable of diſchar- 
ging the duties of an higher, which will moſt 
aſſuredly draw on contempt, and 1 45 all pro- 
bability end in their ruin. 
Judas and his brethren were ts re- 
nowned in the ſight of Iſrael, and of all the 
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Heathen whereſoever their W washtatd 
of; and their continuing to be victorious 
over ſuch powerful foes, added to a mortal 
diſeaſe with which Antiochus was ſeized; 
ſtruck him with a ſenſe of his guilt, deem - 
ing both his malady and ill fucceſs puniſh- 
ments from God for his cruelties to theJews, 
unto whom he vowed, ſhould he merciful- 
ly ſpare him, to become a Jew himſelf, and 
declare unto all the inhabitants of the world 
the power of the living God. --Theſ reflec- 


tions of Antiochus did not prove a leſſon 


to his ſyce! THrs, they alſo continuing toop- 
preſs the Jews, and Judas, by the cowardice 
of his army, who deſerted upon ſeeing the 
enem ſuperior, was ſlain, and by which 2 
the Jews ſuſtainedl a moſt grie vous los. 
Jonathan, who was choſen. to ſueceed his 
brother, gained many conſiderable victo- 


ries; and ſo great was his fame, that it obtain - 


ed him the favour of many kings, and from 
whom the Jews received much advantage; 
but at laſt, by the treachery of e 
a falſe friend, he was ſlain. | 
Simon aſſembling the people; whe were 


in great lamentation for Jonathan, exhort- 


% The Ge: Ly XLIL 
ed them to be of good courage, offering his 


life in defence of the nation and the Sanc- 


tuary; which they receiving with gladnefs 


of heart, promiſed obedience to all his com- 
mands; and under him, both as high prieſt, 
captain, and governor, they enjoyed that 


happineſs and peace to which they hadlong 


been ſtrangers; for every man ſat under 
his vine and his fig · tree, and there was 
none to fray them. 


- Ptolemeus, captain of Jericho, having 


zavited. Simon and two of his ſons to a 


banquet, moſt baſely put them to death, 
treacherouſly attempting the life of John 


likewiſe; but by having been appriſed of his 


deſign, John eſcaped his wicked intention. 
Among the many horrid relations of the 
ſufferers under Antiochus, I ſhall particu- 


_ larly, my Children, remind you of two, 


the ſeven brethren with their mother, - 
and therighteous Eleazar,who,rather than 
bear the appearance of doing-evil, which 


haply might miſlead the young and inexpe- 
rienced, voluntarily gave up that life which 


was in his power to preſerve nn ens 


1y tranſgrefling the law. 
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Lou muſt carefully underſtand that ee. 
is not any thing praiſe-worthy in throw. _ 
ing away life, but, on the contrary, it ii 


excacdingly wicked, our life being intruſt= 
ed to our care by the Almighty, untowhom _. 
we muſt equally account for having ſhort- 
ened as for having pent it; hut when © 
it cannot be maintained without violating 
his y appearing to violate 


them unto thoſe whom our example may 


ſway, it is then, like Eleazar, glorious to, 
die, becauſe wecannot with innocence live. 
Dreadful as the tortures inflited by An- 
tiochus on the ſeven brethren appear, yet 
the ſupport of the living God, for whom 
they ſo undauntedly met them, was great- 
ly ſuperior; armed with the breaſtplate of 
righteouſneſs, they defied his utmoſt ven- 
geance, and laughed to ſcorn that feeble 
power which could only deprive them of 
life, and that opened the door to everlaſt- 
ing happineſs. The mother of theſe heroic 
youths, notwithſtanding the horror of bes 
holding her children mangled before her 


eyes, ſofar from linking beneath her weight 37 


of miſery, triumphed in the glorious ſons 
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Gehad born, aiding their fortitude byſhew- 

ing them her own, by conſidering their {c- 
Foe. coma as a momentary p , and in 

the- full conſidence of faith declaring ws 
Gould. meet them 1 in heaven. 1480 0 
= | mult here, my Children, warn — 4 

\ — committing a fault which the vul- 
gar are frequently guilty of:---they call it 
an high piece of fun to invite a Jew to par- 

| take of ſome pork, faying that nothing can 
f make him ſo angry; this loudly proclaim- 
| ; eth their ignorance of the Bible, otherwiſe 


they would have knownthat the Almighty 

- forbade ſwines' fleſh to the Jews ;and where 

the fun lieth in deſiring a man to break a 

4 command of God's, and the man's obſti- 

= nately refuſing to comply, none but the 
i vulgar can tell. Sorry as a true Chriſtian 

_ undoubtedly. 1 is that there ſhould be any 

| Jews in the world, and earneſtly as he muſt? 

_ wiſh for their converſion, yet while they 

1 unhappily remain in their error, depend 

upon it he never will inſult them. 
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